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The year past is a year that will be best forgotten by most people mainly 
due to the Covid pandemic which has dominated our lives and business 
since early March 2020. The disruption to business, farming in general and 
the loss of life arising has been very distressing to many families.

The year had started out quite mundane with a mild but dull January 
following an inconclusive election result. February arrived bringing heavy 
rain and storms named Ciara, Denis and Jeorge all we were informed 
caused by climate change a campaign which had reached a peak at 
Christmas.

Then came March pushing all else but Covid from the headlines and 
dominating our lives since then. The first casualty was the Premier Show & 
Sale at Tullamore with further cancellations to follow. The Fortfarm dispersal 
went well. Some breeders moved quickly to sell from home and were 
successful in their efforts. As time moved on online sales took place but 

were hampered by unfamiliarity with the process both by buyers and sellers. Many potential purchasers 
inundated with TV pictures of mounting deaths in Spain and Italy were reluctant to travel particularly 
where older family members or those with underlying health issues were vulnerable if the virus were 
inadvertently brought home. While some excellent prices were achieved overall averages reduced 
somewhat with lesser quality slow to clear.

Initial hopes that summer shows would go ahead were dashed as we locked down and focused on the 
possibility of a National Hereford Show at Tullamore. When this proved a mirage, we looked to the NPC 
which had shown itself resilient to previous challenges. When this too succumbed all seemed lost until an 
enthusiastic North Leinster Branch decided to proceed with a virtual National Hereford Calf show which 
proved to be a great success. A number of dispersal sales were held through the autumn where the 
results were very satisfactory given the numbers on offer and the circumstances prevailing. 

Autumn sales at Tullamore and Kilmallock while run under the restrictions prevailing succeeded in moving 
both bulls and females at a time of year when demand normally tails off. A useful number of heifers were 
exported to both Kazakhstan and Spain maintaining life in the system throughout the autumn. It is likely 
that this trade will continue but breeders need to be conscious of quality and aware that prices need to 
reflect the pedigree status of the animal and a fair return on their investment. Females unsuited to 
breeding for whatever reason are best removed from the pedigree herd and sold for slaughter. 

I take this opportunity on departing the society to extend a sincere thank you to the members of the 
society north, south, east and west for their courtesy, support and friendship to me over the past 41 
years. It seems like only yesterday when I first joined the society somewhat wet behind the ears. Since 
then, I have experienced the ebb and flow of the breed as market influences varied over time. These are 
very often influenced by health issues which come to the fore for a period of time then fade as new issues 
take their place. Agricultural research projects also influence changes in emphasis and in production 
systems.

One of the major influences on the Hereford breed was the adoption by the EU in the 1970’s of the EU 
animal carcass grading system. It seems clear now with hindsight that the adoption by the EU of a beef 
grading system favourable to continental or French cattle breeds in particular was a major political coup 
at the time for the French placing British breeds including the Hereford at a disadvantage. Thankfully 
given the success of the Certified Hereford Beef and Hereford Prime programmes in Ireland the 
Hereford’s fantastic eating quality, taste and flavour has brought the breed back to its rightful place in the 
minds and hearts of the consumer. 

Secretary’s Review
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It was at a World Hereford Conference in Fort Collins, Colorado, US in August 1996 that the idea was 
mooted of promoting Hereford beef worldwide under the ‘Hereford Prime’ label. The movement had 
begun in Australia where a group of breeders/producers had invested substantial capital in setting up 
processing facilities etc. Up to then promotion of the breed was concentrated on the bull purchaser rather 
than on the ultimate consumer and their satisfaction with the eating quality of the final product. Arriving 
home from the US with fellow delegate to the event John Holloway the notion initially gained little 
momentum given the possible investment required. However, in January 1998 a subcommittee which 
included the late Denis Collins, Charlie Powell & Robert Deverell together with JJ Farrell, John Holloway 
and myself under the chairmanship of Tom Brennan all of whom are thankfully still with us was set up to 
explore the possibility of marketing Certified Hereford beef as a means of increasing demand for Hereford 
bulls. By June of that year Hereford Prime Ireland was a reality with the members of the committee and 
yours truly forming the first board of the company and the society’s council providing an initial 15,000 
pounds in start-up capital. Subsequently a further 140,000 pounds was provided to finance Hereford 
Prime through the Hereford society via its members. As a founder member and first secretary of Irish 
Hereford Prime it is a source of pride and achievement given the success of the brand from humble 
beginnings in 1998. The rest as they say is history.

Some years later an approach from Lidl culminated in a venture in which I was intimately involved in 
association with Slaney Foods International. This proved to be an excellent partnership with tremendous 
sales of beef and supermarket exposure in Ireland and in Lidl Denmark for the breed. Slaney Foods also 
proved to be very loyal to the breed by way of sponsorship and assistance to the society at the National 
Ploughing Exhibition and in various competitions including the sponsorship of the youth group to New 
Zealand in March 2020. More recently Liffey Meats have been providing Certified Hereford beef to Lidl. It 
is hoped that this project can be expanded and developed into the future.

When I first joined Irish Herefords there was a much closer alliance with the ‘Hereford Herd Book Society’ 
as it was then known in the UK. A close working relationship with Hereford House and UK breeders 
initiated back then continues today. Registrations were initially submitted to the Irish office and forwarded 
to the UK for processing. In my initial years this was at the Irish Farm Centre, then Thomas Prior House, 
Ballsbridge from where it moved to Mespil Road, Dublin and finally to its current home at Harbour Street, 
Mullingar. Purchasing the office rather than renting as previously was an astute move by the then council. 
The additional move to processing registrations here in Ireland improved the society’s finances providing 
additional funds for promotion which was previously very limited. 

The setting up of the Breed Improvement Scheme in the mid 1970’s did at the time cause much 
controversy within the breed. The idea which was to provide access by smaller breeders (who individually 
could not access such genetics) to semen and genetics from at home and abroad which was beyond 
their reach was an excellent one and has proven successful to the present day. Some errors of judgement 
and perhaps a forceful personality was the cause of upset at the time. A very substantial number of bulls 
available through the scheme have proven successful and had a major influence on the current bloodlines 
within the breed. The various members of the purchasing panel have over the years given sterling service 
for little reward and very often undeserved criticism from those with no idea of the trials and difficulties 
experienced in sourcing such genetics. 

On a practical level the removal of the requirement to tattoo pedigree animals was an enormous step 
forward and a reduction both in the labour for the breeder and policing for the Breed Society. In more 
recent years the arrival of genomic testing has been heralded as the Holy Grail. Many breeders remain 
sceptical. Time will tell if the technology and its proponents have over promised. There is no doubt much 
valuable statistical information is provided. Selecting a sire for its individual strengths rather than its overall 
score may contribute more to the overall progress of a herd. Whilst ICBF may very often approach cattle 
breeding from a very different perspective to cattle breeders and major differences can occur, one cannot 
question the commitment and dedication of its staff who may from time to time be misguided but believe 
fervently their approach is the correct one.
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I had the opportunity as a delegate to attend and represent Irish Herefords at the World Hereford Event 
held in Cape Town in 1992. I have been fortunate as an Irish Hereford representative to attend all of the 
World Hereford Conferences which have taken place in the intervening years. In addition, I have 
participated at all but one of the European Hereford events including the one I had the pleasure of 
organising with the then council here in Ireland in 2005. These events take place midway between World 
Conferences. The event attracted 186 Hereford visitors from across Europe and further afield. Whilst it 
was an onerous task to host the European Hereford Conference here in Ireland it was a real pleasure for 
me to welcome from across Europe and beyond so many new and also familiar faces whom I had 
previously met at various Hereford events elsewhere and who ensured a very successful event in Ireland. 
In these days of COVID and talk of loneliness being a serious issue for many I recall being present at the 
function to welcome the visitors at Adare. There were well in excess of 230 people attending the event 
which was held on the cusp of the first anniversary of our eldest son’s death in a traffic accident. Despite 
the presence of so many people I guess it was possibly the loneliest evening of my life. I am therefore 
conscious of the impact of such moments on others. The show as they say must go on.  

My appointment at the most recent World Hereford Conference in New Zealand as Secretary General of 
the World Hereford council for a four-year term will continue to engage me in Hereford affairs. The 
challenges at world level are similar to those experienced in Ireland but differ greatly depending on 
climate, market conditions and farming practise in each country.

To the outgoing council its Chairman and the Chairmen and council members whom I have served with 
for so many years who are still with us I say thank you for your support and confidence over the years. 
These individuals who provide their time gratis are more often than not criticized by many who have little 
realisation of the commitment required. To a loyal and committed staff at the society’s offices in Mullingar 
your work for the breed and its members together with your support is and has been much appreciated. 
Society events would not have run so smoothly without the effortless professionalism of Lesley Sandes 
and auctioneer Hugh Mulvihill.

Irish Hereford breeders are a resilient lot who work extremely hard at their chosen profession and are 
committed to the breed. They make what they do seem so easy that new entrants to the breed are quite 
surprised after becoming members at the level of commitment and dedication required to become 
successful breeders. The Society is financially strong with Herefords experiencing strong demand and 
membership growing at an unprecedented rate. The friendships and camaraderie built up amongst 
members is something I take with me on departure where 12/14 hour days will become a thing of the 
past as I ease off into more relaxed full time farming and family life.
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The phrase “end of an era” has become an overused cliché but in this case 
of Larry Feeney’s retirement as Secretary of the Irish Hereford Breed 
Society, it is an apt description. Larry’s associations with Pedigree cattle 
breeding in Ireland is a long one, spanning over 40 years. His first contact 
with Hereford Breeders was when he served in the Department of 
Agriculture in the Pedigree Cattle Weight Recording Division. He became 
well-known and popular with owners of all breeds of cattle at this time.

Larry subsequently spent some years as Field Liaison Officer with the Irish 
Hereford Breed Society, a job where his integrity was much valued by the 
Council of the Society.

Having spent a period as acting Secretary, Larry was appointed Secretary of the Society in 1991, a post 
he has been dedicated and committed to since then.

There have been a number of milestones during his term as Secretary.

At the world Hereford Conference in the US in 1996, the idea of branded Hereford beef (Hereford Prime) 
was introduced. This led to the formation of Irish Hereford Prime, Larry acting as it’s first secretary.

The European Hereford Conference was held in Ireland in 2005, a logistically challenged event but one 
which showcased effectively the quality of Irish Herefords.

In recent years, Larry’s expertise was recognised by the Pedigree Cattle Breeders Council of Ireland when 
he became President of the body.

In terms of recognition, the highlight of Larry’s career has to be his election, in March 2020, as Secretary 
General of the World Hereford Council. This honour came at the World Hereford Conference in New 
Zealand and reflects the esteem in which Larry is held internationally.

So though Larry is leaving his post with the Irish Hereford Breed Society, his association with the breed 
continues with his term as Secretary General.

The Irish Hereford Breed Society is extremely grateful to Larry for his many years service and extends 
every good wish to Larry & Mary for the future. 

Willie Branagan.

Chairperson’s
Farewell
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Branch Officers
Contact Details

Council Members 2021
Irish Hereford Breed Society LTD.

Branagan, Mr. William, Clonleam, Delvin, Co. Westmeath   087 2338053

Deverell, Mr. Ivor, Lawn View, Ballyaville, Geashill, Co. Offaly  087 9312628

O’Connor, Mr. Joseph, Sharavogue, Birr, Co. Offaly   087 1632747

Geelan, Mr. Coote, Cloonagheer, Dromod, Co. Leitrim   086 8249810

Humphreys, Mr. Eric, Dernaroy, Newbliss, Co. Monaghan   086 3374652

Murphy, Mr. Martin, Toureenbrien, Lackamore, Newport, Co. Tipperary 086 1072847

Dudley, Mr. Henry, Dovea, Thurles, Co. Tipperary    086 8340801

Hanrahan, Mr. Kevin, Clounlaheen, Miltown Malbay, Co. Clare  087 6650322

South Leinster Branch
(Laois, Kilkenny, Carlow, Wexford, Wicklow, 
Kildare, Dublin)

Chairman: John Murphy
Phone: 087 7717515

Secretary: Niall Jones
Phone: 087 6136285

North Leinster Branch
(Louth, Meath, Westmeath, Longford, Offaly)

Chairman: John Canty
Phone: 086 8312817

Secretary: Robert Jones
Phone: 086 3530140

West Cork Club
(West Cork)

Chairman: Jim Moloney
Phone: 086 1204092

Secretary: Eoin Lynch & Shane O’Driscoll.
Phone: Eoin: 086 0879392
Shane: 086 1069224

Connaught Branch
(Mayo, Galway, Donegal, Leitrim, Sligo, 
Roscommon)

Chairman: Padraig McGrath
Phone: 087 2693201

Secretary: Sinead Conry
Phone: 086 8889715

Munster Branch
(Clare, Kerry, Cork, Tipperary, Limerick, 
Waterford)

Chairman: John O’Connor
Phone: 087 6481432

Secretary: Margaret O’Brien
Phone: 086 8237389

Cavan/Monaghan/Donegal Branch
(Cavan, Monaghan, Donegal)

Chairman: Nigel Heatrick
Phone: 087 9969640

Secretary: Cathal Flynn
Phone: 087 2052773

Irish Hereford Breed Society, Harbour Street, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath.

Phone: 044 9348862 / 9348855  Fax: 044 9348949

Email: irishhereford@gmail.com  www.irishhereford.com
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Obituaries

Frank Appelbe RIP
Frank Appelbe, of Carrigroe Herefords in Carrigroe, Clonakilty, Co. Cork, 
passed away peacefully on March 2nd 2020 in the loving care of the staff 
at Clonakilty Community Hospital. 

The Carrigroe herd of 65 cows was founded in 1961 with the purchase 
of two heifers from the late Dr. and Mrs. G.H.W. Crofts; Concamore 
Oonah and Violet, sired by Lisnabin Trojan and Lisnabin Flame. In 1963, 
these were joined by two more females from the late Mr. and Mrs. 
George Ellis’ Bawnaglough herd. Since then, the herd has grown and 
increased in size to meet the demand for Hereford bulls from Pedigree, 
dairy & Suckler herds. Over the years, Frank received great success in 
the show and sales ring, with numerous first prizes and championships.

In 1988, a Carrigroe bull was crowned the Champion performer against 
all beef bulls on test at the Department of Agriculture test centre in Tully, 
Co Kildare. 

Frank was also involved in breeding Aberdeen Angus cattle and 
produced some of the top sires namely Carrigroe Julie Eric, sold to the 
Dublin District Milk Board and Carrigroe Marlow, sold to the South 
Western Cattle Breeding Society along with exporting cattle as far as 
Texas, USA.

Frank, a well-known judge of the breed spent many years as a member 
of the Irish Hereford Breed Society Council including taking his seat as 
President during 1993. He was a great advocate of the breed and 
believed from early days that the Hereford will continue to prove its worth 
in the beef industry by producing cross bred animals which economically 
convert any type of feed into quality meat.

Frank; beloved husband of Elizabeth (nee Kingston), dear father of 
Dorothy (Crowley), John and Beatrice, brother of the late Harry and 
Shirley will be sadly missed by his loving wife, family, friends and the 
wider farming community.

James McKeon RIP
Longford breeder Mr. James McKeon RIP; passed away in May 2020. 
He was a member of the Irish Hereford Breed Society since he 
purchased his first heifer in Gavin Low Auctioneers in 1967 - for the 
grand total of 63 guineas. From there, James carried on and bred many 
great Hereford cattle over the years.

James was a quiet and private man, however, he liked nothing more than 
a chat with fellow breeders and he kept very much up to date with all 
things Hereford.

James would be very proud that his nephew Sean will carry on after him 
and continue breeding Herefords under the Moylong & Lissameen 1 Herd 
prefixes. The McKeon family would like to thank the Society and all those 
who helped James down through the years. May he Rest In Peace.
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Stanley Heaslip RIP
Stanley H Heaslip, Glebe House, Carrickaboy, Co. Cavan, passed away 
peacefully in June last having reached an advanced age which he would 
seldom admit to as he always looked 20 years younger. 
Stanley purchased his first Hereford heifer; Barronstown Karena by 
Carrigbyrne Yardsman out of Sunbeam 6th by the great sire; Kilcleagh 
Orator in 1951 and joined the society in 1953. The first animal to bear the 
herd prefix was Carrickaboy Jewel. Bulls and heifers from the herd were 
sold to many of Ireland’s leading herds over the years and the herd has 
prided itself on producing quality commercial bulls with solid genetics 
and a strong constitution.

Carrickaboy Gretta was the dam of Newbliss Sheamus, one of Ireland’s 
leading AI sires. He was for many years a top sire at Dovea Genetics. 
The 6,000 Guineas price tag for the 15-month-old son of Bell L Stan 
Dom at the International Hereford Show and Sale at the RDS in 1982 
was a record. His purchase of Solpoll 1 Ben Hur at the dispersal sale of 
the late Paddy McDonnell in Streamstown, the Denn polled Herdname 
came into being. The Denn Herdname had previously been used by his 
father Christopher who was a well-known Shorthorn breeder and a 
regular exhibitor at the RDS. When the well-known Canadian AI bull; CH 
Visa, completed his time at AI he was purchased by Stanley in 
partnership with the late Harold Fitzell, the Lislaughtin Herd, Ballylongford 
and gave several years of fruitful service to both herds.

Over the years, cattle from the Carrickaboy herd were exported to 
Northern Ireland, Denmark, Sweden & Finland.

Stanley, a past president of the society, was a dedicated breeder who 
volunteered a total of 28 years, service on the Societies’ council along 
with holding the position of council chairman for two three-year terms 
preceded by three three-year terms as Vice Chairman. Unstinting in his 
time and effort given to the Society he travelled across the country to 
represent the Society and the breed. His wife Iris staffed and provided 
the refreshments at the Society’s hospitality caravan at Strokestown 
show for many years while Stanley helped out with plenty of chat and 
advice.

He represented the Society on the Pedigree Cattle Breeders Council for 
many years which body saw fit to elect him as its Chairman for two 
consecutive terms. Stanley adjudicated at summer shows and sales all 
over Ireland including Northern Ireland and represented the society at 
international events in the UK and Europe. As a member of the Society’s 
breed improvement committee, he acted on the semen purchasing panel 
sourcing genetics in the UK and Canada. In 2004, he was nominated by 
the Society as its representative to receive the prestigious National Hall of 
Fame Award. 

Stanley was also a great community man and was involved in the local 
Denn Development Association which saw the building of the state of the 
art €400,000 resource centre at Crosskeys, Co. Cavan among other 
successes.

Stanley had a most distinctive voice which ensured you always heard him 
before you saw him. He was blessed with a quick wit and an affable 
personality and will be sadly missed by the many Hereford breeders and 
friends across the country who knew him. 

To his wife Iris and his family, we offer our sincere sympathy on behalf of 
the wider Hereford community.
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Irish Pedigree Cattle
Breeders Awards 2020

Congratulations to Sarah & Hugh Murray of Shiloh Herefords, Westmeath 
& ‘Grianan Prim T854’ on winning the Hereford award at the Pedigree 
Cattle All Star Awards on Friday 7th February 2020 in Portlaoise.

On 1st July 2019, Sarah brought Grianan Prim home to join Shiloh Farm 
pedigree Hereford herd. What Grianan Prim achieved over the next 41 
days was truly amazing.

Grianan Prim’s first show was Oldcastle Show on 21st July where she 
was placed 1st in her class and Reserve overall champion.

Grianan Prim’s 2nd day out was Arva Show on 28th July where she won 
her class and was Reserve Champion to Shiloh Farm Dynamite.

On August bank holiday Monday, Grianan Prim travelled to Nenagh 
Show where she was placed 1st in a class of 11 heifers and then 
crowned Premier Heifer of the year.

Six days later on the 11th of August at the National Hereford Show 
Tullamore, Grianan Prim caught the eye of Danish judge; Anders 
Mortensen. On the day; she won National Hereford Heifer born July/Aug 
2018 and National Hereford Heifer of the Year before been crowned the 
FBD National Livestock Show Hereford Female Champion and finally 
being tapped out as FBD National Livestock Show Supreme Hereford 
Champion.

We wish Sarah & ‘Grianan Prim T854’ all the best & continued success in 
the future - there is much more to come from this pair!

These awards were organised by the Pedigree Cattle Breeders Council 
and we are hopeful it will be the first of many successful awards events 
to come when gatherings can resume again!
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Herdwatch

Farm Smart: Getting the most out of your farm 
business by introducing technology

Father & Son team, Pat & Padraic Kennedy run a 
dual Beef & Dairy operation in Templemore, Co. 
Tipperary. Padraic mainly looks after the dairy 
side of things and Pat looks after the beef. 
Padraic said “we have been breeding Herefords 
for the past 25 years and we’ve been milking 
here since well before I was born.” Padraic is 
farming full-time but also finds a bit or time to 
work with Farm Relief Services (FRS) occasionally 
along with some soil sampling work at the end of 
the year when the cows have dried off. 

Pat & Padraic are currently milking 90 cows and 
have 140 cattle in the beef herd on a 250-acre 
platform that includes owned and rented land. 
Pat explained how they manage it as two 
separate herds: “Padraic transfers all the calves 
over to me when they are 6 weeks old and we 
look to finish most before 30 months.”

On why they favour the Hereford breed for beef, 
Padraic said “The reason we went with the 
Hereford breed is simple - easy calving, better 
live weight gain and a quicker finish, being a beef 
breed compared to a black and white for 
example. They can be 30-40 kilos more in dead 
weight which makes a big difference.” 

“Our priorities when raising beef 
cattle are to sell them at the right 
time and get a good price!”

Farm improvements
Padraic has been kept busy in the past few years 
keeping the farm up to date, “we built a 100-cow 
cubicle shed last year and put in a new milking 
parlour 3 years ago. The beef end of the 
operation is up to date and I could go on about 
what makes my farm business successful all day 
but really it comes down to hard work and 
dedication at the end of it all. Farming is 
advancing quicker than ever before so staying 
ahead is very important for us.”

It’s not all new sheds and parlours though with 
the Kennedys having turned to technology to 
help improve farm efficiency and make the day-

to-day running easier. “A few years ago I was at 
an IFA meeting in Killea back in 2016 and heard 
of the Herdwatch app from one of the farmers 
there and I knew straight away this could be a 
game changer when it comes to simplifying our 
farm paperwork and compliance. There were a 
good few of them who were using Herdwatch 
and all of them said that it was saving them 
hours every week along with taking the hassle 
out of maintaining paperwork and getting ready 
for farm inspections.”

“We were fed up with writing in books and writing 
on bits of paper and Herdwatch has everything 
to help us on both the beef and dairy side of 
things - breeding, calf registration, remedies, it 
even has special features for weighing & finishing 
cattle” Padraic explained. “I went home the night 
I heard about it first and had the app 
downloaded and my herd on my phone in a few 
minutes, it couldn’t have been any easier and I 
haven’t looked back since.”
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Recording remedies on the spot
“Herdwatch just makes getting paperwork ready 
for farm inspections so easy with what took 
hours previously now done in minutes, if not less. 
The reports are there ready for you on your 
phone at all times. When I buy a bottle of 
medicine, I just scan it into the Herdwatch app 
and it’s done, no worrying about it after and it’s 
there ready for me when I need to record a 
treatment”. Padraic explained that “the 
withdrawal period is also recorded, and the given 
timeframe will be assigned to the specific 
animal.”

“We were fed up with writing in 
books and writing on bits of paper 
and Herdwatch has everything to 
help us on both the beef and dairy 
side of things - breeding, calf 
registration, remedies, it even has 
special features for weighing & 
finishing cattle.”

Removing the Stress & Human Error
“Before using Herdwatch, I used to record all our 
serves on a sheet of paper and hoping I wouldn’t 
lose it, and too often I did, same with registering 
calves. It was too easy to make a mistake but 
with Herdwatch, there’s none of that messing 
about and it cuts out human error. We do our 
own AI so I record the serves in Herdwatch as I 
go which in turn shares them with ICBF. The 
Watchboard in the app will then give me a 
reminder for each cow 3 weeks on to keep an 
eye out for a repeat.”

“The app is very smart and will then tell me when 
a cow is due to calf the following spring or how 
many days since she calved, so if she comes 
back into heat after a month, I know not to AI her 
because she’s not long enough calved”.

“When it comes to registering calves, I just scan 
the tag with the app and enter the Dam and 
Herdwatch automatically fills in the breed of the 
calf and the Sire or AI bull that was used as all 
that information was gathered from the breeding. 
For me, the calf registration in Herdwatch is the 
bit I love the most, it just couldn’t be any quicker 
or easier and the cards are then sent out in the 
post automatically”. 

“One of the handiest compliance features on the 
app is ordering missing tags. If I spot that an 
animal is missing a tag, I just pull out the phone 
there and then, and Herdwatch will send the 

order for a replacement tag to our supplier for 
me, I just sit back and receive it a few days later.” 

Reports at your Fingertips
Padraic has no need to worry about compliance 
inspections as the Herdwatch app helps him 
ensure all records are captured accurately “My 
Bord Bia inspections since I started using 
Herdwatch have been over 95%, it’s all there for 
the inspector when he arrives, remedy 
purchases, feed purchases, movements in and 
out, calf registrations, it’s absolutely brilliant”.

“All in all, Herdwatch has really 
made farming easier for us, just 
knowing that all our information is 
there in one place and the more 
you put into Herdwatch, the more 
you will get out of it - simple as!” 
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Looking to the future
Padraic and Pat were asked by Irish Hereford 
Prime to participate in a pilot welfare programme 
which is looking at potential changes to animal 
husbandry and medicine usage that may be 
relevant in the future. Padraic explained “we were 
asked to participate last year and it has been 
really interesting to see what the future might 
hold for raising livestock in a more sustainable 
way that is better for the farmer and better for the 
animal.”

“The programme is all about reducing any 
potential stress factors on an animal. Monitoring 
from birth through to finish by regular weighing 
helps to ensure they are performing as they 
should. It was a double win for us when we 
found out that Herdwatch were helping out with 
the programme as we were able to provide all the 

information required by simply sharing the 
information we already had in the Herdwatch 
app.”

Download Herdwatch today
Herdwatch is fully compliant with Bord Bia and 
EU quality assurance standards and allows 
farmers to register calves and manage cattle 
movements on their phone. It is fully integrated 
with ICBF so farmers can see their breeding, milk 
records and EBI/Eurostar information on 
Herdwatch.

You too can join Padraic and over 14,000 other 
happy farmers saving time on farm paperwork 
and managing their farms more efficiently, just 
give us a call on 0505 34400 or visit 
www.herdwatch.com for more info.
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Around the Sales

Kilkenny Multi-Breed Sale 2020
It was a good day in Kilkenny on March 18th 
2020 for Corlismore Herefords where they sold 
their first Shiloh Farm Dynamite son at auction.

Corlismore Dynamite 991, sired by Shiloh Farm 
Dynamite & bred from Grianan Orange M648, 
was sold for top sale price of €3000 to a 
Waterford dairy farmer.

Bandon Online sale 
Wed 13th May 2020
7 HE bulls sold
€1500 - €1900 & top at €2250

Irish Hereford online bull sale - 
GVM Kilmallock
Breeders couldn’t have imagined just how 
challenging the Spring of 2020 would be - their 
worries only being doubled by the global 
pandemic - Covid-19 and now facing into a 
potential drought it seems to be turning into a 
very hard year for all farmers alike.

The Irish Hereford Breed Society held their first 
ever online bull sale in GVM Kilmallock on 
Thursday 28th May. It was very different from a 
conventional sale with there being no show, bulls 
having to be delivered at designated intervals and 
buyers having to make appointments to view 
unmanned stock. This style of sale is very new to 
breeders of Pedigree bulls across the market and 
there are several teething issues such as 

technology gaps and broken communication 
between the mart and buyers/sellers. Despite 
this, the Society wanted to mark the Spring with 
a sale in a safe manner and thought to be the 
most advantageous for breeders after 
researching several different options.

There were 24 bulls presented for auction from 
across the country and each bull was pre-
recorded walking around the show ring on a 
video on arrival to the mart. The video was 
played back later at the time of the live auction 
for bidders to view. An overall clearance rate of 
30% was achieved at the sale.

Top of the town was ‘Ardmulchan Omagh’ bred 
by long time breeders Phil & Catherine Smyth of 
Ardmulchan Herefords, Co. Meath. This top bull 
was sired by Church Preen Galileo and has a 
quality blood line - perfect to improve any herd. 
Omagh not only is fertility tested but has a 5 star 
rating for docility & daughter calving interval 
across all beef breeds. The bull was sold to a 
breeding herd in Kerry for a top price of €2400. 
Although much lower than the value of this fine 
bull and much lower than the desired top sale 
price - this price is indicative of the hard times 
that breeders are facing across the country.

Next top bull was ‘Ryemountpoll 1 Knight’ bred 
by Dermot Kelly from the Ryemount Hereford 
herd in Co. Kerry. This Solpoll 1 Handsome son, 
has stars to burn coming out with 5 star 
replacement & 5 star terminal rate along with 
being easy calving. This fine bull has moved to 
new pasture to a breeding herd in the South.
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Lot 8: Ardstewart Eby Gum sold for €3,600

Tullaha Donny at €4,600 tops the 
premier autumn Hereford sale at 
GVM Tullamore
What a day for Tullaha Herefords from Charleville, 
Co. Limerick. The Tullaha herd of the late John 
Neenan who passed away so suddenly and 
unexpectedly almost a year ago provided the day’s 
top price of €4,600. Tullaha Donny selected from 
the herd to represent it at last year’s national calf 
show by John himself missed out on that event 
due to John’s untimely death.

The herd now in the hands of daughter Maura and 
her husband Tommy made no mistake in the 
preparation for Saturday’s event. This smashing 5 
star Terminal, son of Rossmore Nelson Mandela 
out of the homebred Tullaha Stephanie was also 
fertility tested. Once opened the bidding was 
spirited until the hammer dropped at €4,600. In 
fact, the underbidder had difficulty in gaining 
access to the bidding ring due to the cap on 
numbers around the ring. This fine bull has moved 
onto new pastures in neighbouring Tipperary.

It was a shining day for the North West of Ireland 
too with Ardstewart Eby Gum fetching the second 
highest price of the day of €3600. Ardstewart Eby 
Gum is sired by Cill Cormaic Prince 2 & bred from 
Borin Emma. This 5 star Terminal Bull is a 
tremendous herd sire with a pedigree to match; 
bred by the McCrabbe family in Donegal, he was 
purchased by a fellow Donegal farmer. It is very 
positive to see quality bloodlines remaining in that 
part of the country.

K & M Diffley from Co Leitrim exhibited Duibhgiolla 
Lad - a Blackwater Lad son, bred out of a home 
bred cow Duibhgiolla Marta which sold for €3,100 
to a pedigree breeding herd in the sunny south 
east.

Trillick Showman bred by JJ Farrell, Longford, is a 
bull with a lot of style along with having good 
indexes sired by Glaslough Rooney. This fertility 
tested bull sold to a pedigree Hereford Breeder in 
County Dublin on a bid of €2,900.

Beaghmore Pilot, an 18 month old Gageboro 
Morgan son bred by Leila McCabe, Carrigallen 
sold at a satisfactory €2,800 to Ballinasloe, Co 
Galway.

The top price for a heifer was paid for Appel 1 
Savannah, a 5 star, Solpoll 1 Lawman daughter 
with excellent figures & from one of the best cow 
families of the Appel Herefords belonging to John 
Appelbe from Cork. This heifer, scanned suitable 
for breeding sold at €3050 to Dungannon in 
Northern Ireland - thus expanding this quality gene 
pool nationwide.

Lot 5: Tullaha Donny sold for €4,600

Lot 28: Duibhgiolla Lad sold for €3,100

Lot 32: Trillick Showman sold for €2,900
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Padraig McGrath a regular exhibitor from 
Roscommon had Kye Holly 867, a 4 star heifer 
sired by Glaslough Rooney & bred from Kye Holly 
684 on offer. She sold at €3,000 to a Tipperary 
herd having been pipped for the top price by a 
tight margin.

A number of bulls were sold at home by breeders 
in advance of the sale as some purchasers were 
uncertain if Covid regulations would change 
requirements in relation to travel, attendance etc. 
Amongst those were two five, star bulls 
Corlsimorepoll 1 Bradstock 028 & Corlsimorepoll 
1 Henry 033 bred by Sean McKiernan, Co Cavan 
both sold privately off farm at €3,000 & €3,500 
ahead of the Premier Sale.

In spite of the current restrictions - The Society 
are happy with the outcome of the Premier 
Autumn Hereford sale & feel that even though 
normal circumstances were not available i.e. 
showing, washing, maximum numbers allowed 
around the ring etc., the sponsorship by Irish 
Hereford Prime to the purchasers of the top five 
highest priced bulls provided an incentive to 
those interested in securing the top animals. 
Overall, exhibitors were well satisfied with the 
demand and clearance of stock.
Well done to all exhibitors on the day & the very 
best of luck to all purchasers & breeders.

Lot 54: Appel 1 Savannah sold for €3,050

Lot 51: Kye Paula 874 sold for €2,300

Lot 44: Kye Holly 687 sold for €3,000

Lot 2: Duibhgiolla Henry sold for €2,200

Lot 9: Ardstewart Eggbert sold for €2,000

Lot 20: Mullaghdoo Duke sold for €2,500
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Lot 31: Grianan Universal sold for €2,450

Lot 33: Grianan Uncle Sam sold for €2,600

Lot 43: Glaslough Uptown girl sold for €2,600

Lot 56: Appel 1 Dawn Break sold for €2,750.

West Cork takes the top of the 
town at the Autumn Sale in GVM 
Kilmallock 2020
The final Autumn Hereford Sale took place in 
GVM Kilmallock on Friday 23rd October. A 
number of double entered bulls which were sold 
the previous week in Tullamore along with a 
number of private sales led to a total of 19 bulls 
appearing on the day out of the catalogued 27. 
Of the 19 exhibited, 9 were sold leading to a 
clearance rate of just shy of 50% and a 
combined average price of €2,190 which was 
reflective of the sudden National Lockdown that 
came into effect earlier in the week & the strict 
restrictions around access to view the bulls in the 
mart & having to bid online which all proved to be 
hurdles for this sale.

However, despite the unfavourable sale 
conditions, 50% clearance rate is significantly up 
on the same sale last year and very respectable 
considering the wider circumstances.

West Cork breeders; the Lynch Family of 
Droumdaniel Herefords took home the top price 
of the day for Lot 27; Droumdaniel Captain. This 
5 star Terminal bull was sired by Brocca Kieran & 
home bred from Droumdaniel Delia 12th, with his 
page full of stars was sold to Co. Limerick for 
€2900. Captain, being the top performing bull in 
the herd; is a full brother to Droumdaniel Devine 
who placed second in Tullamore Show, 
Champion of Cork Show, Reserve Champion in 
Dunmanway Show and also in the top five of the 
interbreed class, all in 2019.

Further success for the West Cork herd came 
when Droumdaniel Chaser sold for €2300 to a 
fellow Cork farmer. This 15-month-old bull has 
shown a great growth rate with little input. He is 
the bull that should put height and legs in his 
new herd.
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Clouncagh Herefords from Limerick took home 
the second best price of the day when Airhill 
Rory was sold to fellow Hereford breeders; the 
Dudley family of Kilsunny Herefords in Tipperary 
for €2500. This is a lovely quality bull with natural 
muscle and ease of fleshing and has proved 
himself already by having cows served. Rory is 
sired by Cill Cormaic Napoleon and bred from 
Airhill Luiseanna of the Airhill Hereford Herd in 
Wexford. Airhill Herefords held a successful 
reduction sale in September 2019.

In spite of the current restrictions - There was a 
positive outcome from both Autumn Hereford 
sales last year & even though normal 
circumstances were not available i.e. showing, 
washing, no buyers allowed around the ring etc, 
the outcome was much better than anticipated. 
A huge help was also down to the sponsorship 
by Irish Hereford Prime to the purchasers of the 
top five highest priced bulls which provided an 
added incentive to those interested in securing 
the top animals & proved very beneficial to 
breeders alike.

Well done to all exhibitors on the day & the very 
best of luck to all purchasers & breeders.

Coisceim Hereford Herd 
Dispersal Sale.
Coisceim Herefords held their dispersal sale in 
Kanturk Livestock Mart on Tuesday 27th October 
2020.

The herd had cows, calves and heifers for sale 
making this the perfect opportunity for anyone 
interested in starting up their own pedigree 
Hereford herd or any established breeder 
interested in introducing new bloodlines to their 
herd.

The sale was held fully online as the entire 
country moved to a level five lockdown just one 
week before this. This meant that no purchasers 
were allowed to bid around the ring. Viewing of 
the cattle was allowed during a set time and all 
buyers had to purchase their stock online away 
from the mart.

Despite these trying times and awkward 
circumstances, the sale went quite well with a full 
clearance and an average price reached of 
€2058 for the 12 lots of Hereford cattle. 

Top price was €2800 for Coisceim Kit whose 
genetics go back to the Quinsboro Rose and 
Meiltron Leisure lines. This 2018 born heifer is 
due to calve her first calf this November and is 
carrying to Lisnalurg Celtic.

Coisceim Kandi made the second highest price 
of €2700. This 4 star, 2018 heifer, which was 
bred from Tullaha Raindrop, was a junior heifer 
prize winner at Tullamore Show. Kandi is also due 
to calves in November to Lisnalurg Celtic.

Coisceim Minnie, an April 2020 born heifer calf 
sold for €1500. Minnie is bred from Gurteragh 
Linsey; a herd show cow who has won many 
prizes including the Champion at Bantry Show
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2018, Ballyroe Show 2018, 2nd in the Senior 
Cow class at Tullamore Show 2018 & 2019. 
Guerteragh Linsey, born in 2011 & bred from 
Gurteragh Gladiator was sold for €1850. 

New Star Allegra, 4 star cow sold for €2500. This 
top quality cow with great milk has been 
consistently producing quality stock. Sired by 
Gurteragh Justics, who was Munster bull of the 
year 2014, Allegra is due to calve in late 
December 2020/early January 2021 to Lisnalurg 
Celtic.

The Society would like to take this opportunity to 
wish Tim Breen the very best in the future & wish 
all purchasers the very best with their stock.

Gouldingpoll’s Timed Auction 
2020
Gouldingpoll 1 Herefords held a very successful 
timed auction which subsequently ended on 
November 9th with Gouldingpoll 1 Fanny 1085 
ET selling for 6000gns. The sale was hosted by 
Denis Barrett auctioneers online. Fanny 1085 ET 
was sold to; Kevin McOscar of Oscar Polled 
Herefords in Northern Ireland. There she joined 
the record breaking Duchess heifers that topped 
the Gouldingpoll Opportunity sale last year! 

DOB: 24/02/2020 ID: 372214806841085 
Sire: Gouldingpoll 1 Captain 
Dam: Gouldingpoll 1 Fanny 621 

This Five Star heifer was the only female on offer 
from their Hereford herd for 2020 and she was 
the families’ pick from all 2020 born calves.

This heifer is extremely long, she’s thick, she’s 
correct and damn she’s flashy! You walk out in 
the paddocks and you can’t miss her, this girl is 
guaranteed show potential. She represents one 
of the last opportunities to get your hands on a 
daughter of Gouldingpoll 1 Captain, with no more 
semen available from him. He is sired by Romany 
1 Captain, Supreme Interbreed Beef Champion 
at The Royal Highland show and The Great 
Yorkshire Show in 2010. Gouldingpoll 1 Captain 
was also from The Queen of Gouldingpoll - 
Dorepoll 1 R51 Duchess 525. Fanny 1085 is from 
the great Fanny 621, who’s breeding every calf 
better than the next. Her fantastic daughter 
Fanny 800, was Champion at Tullamore for the 
Woodpark Herd. 1085 is a full sister to Double 
Decker, stockbull at Rempstone Herefords UK. 
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National Hereford
Virtual Calf Show 2020

The Irish Hereford Breed Society and in particular the North Leinster 
Hereford Branch and Irish Hereford Prime are delighted with how 
successful the National Hereford Calf Show 2020 has turned out to be. 
With over 110 entries received for 11 classes and a strong show of top 
quality Pedigree Hereford & Hereford cross calves entered across the 
board.

This virtual event is the first of its kind for the Society and has been very 
well received and supported.

Judges
The Society were delighted to have three very capable and talented 
judges on board;

• Robin Irvine - Graceland Herefords, NI

• Adam Woods - Technical Beef Journalist & Suckler farmer

• Nigel Owens - International Rugby Referee & Hereford Breeder, Wales

All three judges executed the tough task flawlessly which was no easy 
feat with large entries in many of the classes and are owed great thanks 
and appreciation.

Sponsors
The Society would also like to thank their generous sponsors, who kindly 
donated prizes despite this turbulent year and appreciate that without 
their kind support an event like this wouldn’t be possible;

• Moocall

• Allsure

• Herdwatch

• Dectomax

• Irish Hereford Prime

Robin Irvine

Adam Woods

Nigel Owens
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Class Winners

Class 11
Hereford / Hereford X Replacement Heifer of the Future - Hereford 
sired female born on or between July 1st 2019 & June 30th 2020. 
Criteria for judging based 60% on appearance and 40% on 
Replacement index - Petra

Class 1
Heifer born on or between 1st 
July 2019 & 30th September 
2019 - Grianan Orange U 877

Class 2
Heifer born on or between 1st 
Oct 2019 & 31st December 
2019 - Grianan Orange U894

Class 3
Heifer born on or between 1st 
January 2020 & 31st March 
2020 - Keenaghpoll 1 Rocket 
Roxie

Class 4
Heifer calf of the future born 
from April 1st 2020 onwards - 
Clonroe Imogen

Class 5
Bull born on or between 1st July 
2019 & 30th September 2019 - 
Moyclare Sam

Class 6
Bull born on or between 1st Oct 
2019 & 31st December 2019 - 
Rathregan Bonanza

Class 7
Bull born on or between 1st 
January 2020 & 31st March 
2020 - Hillock Basil

Class 8
Bull calf of the future born from 
April 1st 2020 onwards - 
Clondrina Poll 1 1327

Class 9
Dairy Beef Index - Pedigree 
Genotyped Bull born on or 
between July 1st & December 
31st 2019. Criteria for judging 
based 60% on appearance and 
40% on Dairy Beef index - 
Moyclare Sam

Class 10
Commercial Hereford sired calf, 
male or female, born in 2020 - 
Roxy
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Public Vote

The class winners from class one to eight were then put forward for a public vote on the website; 
nationalherefordcalfshow.ie to crown the four champions. 

The voting poll was closed on Friday 11th December after receiving great support & a large number of 
votes. From there, the three judges; Adam Woods, Robin Irvine & Nigel Owens were drafted back to 
judge the four champions and choose the overall Supreme Male Champion and the Overall Supreme 
Female Champion.

Huge congratulations to the champions;

Supreme Female Champion 
2020 - Keenaghpoll 1 Rocket 
Roxy

Moocall Senior Female 
Champion - Grianan Orange U 
877- Born July 2019 - Sired by 
Grianan Parkers whose 
bloodlines go back to Churchill 
Storm - Bred by T&A Fitzgerald, 
Westmeath & exhibited by 
Padraic McKenna of Lisgoagh 
Herefords, Monaghan.

Allsure Junior Female 
Champion - Keenaghpoll 1 
Rocket Roxy - Born Feb 2020 - 
Sired by Solpoll 1 Kentucky Kid - 
Bred by Edwin & Robert Jones, 
Longford.

Herdwatch Senior Male 
Champion - Rathregan 
Bonanza- Born Dec 2019 - Sired 
by Rathregan Suarez whose 
bloodline sgo back to Kilsunny 
Goliath - Bred by Val Ledwith, 
Meath.

Dectomax Junior Male 
Champion - Clondrinapoll 1 
1327 -  Born Sept 2020 - Sired 
by Panmure 1 Henry - bred by 
Gerard & Declan Donnelly, Clare.

Supreme Male Champion 
2020 - Rathregan Bonanza

Huge thanks are extended to everyone who supported this virtual event. As a very different type of Show 
from what we are all used to, it is inspiring to see so many people getting involved and making the most 
of the situation at hand. This year has proven to be a difficult year for everyone and although technology 
has played a large part in keeping communities connected - The Irish Hereford Breed Society & Irish 
Hereford Prime are looking forward to meeting the public at Agricultural shows very soon again!
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ISA Virtual Show 2020

The Irish Show Association held a very successful virtual agricultural show last summer. With something 
for everyone, this was the first of its kind for both the association and the Irish public. The show was a 
success and was very well organised. There was great success for many Hereford breeders also.

Results
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Class: Pedigree Bull Calf
6th Place: Neil Twomey, Ringfort 1 Alfie,
DOB: 02/09/2020, Sire: Solitude 1 Marshall, 
Dam: Ballymartle 1 Sally 95.

Class: Pedigree Heifer Calf
5th Place: Neil Twomey, Ringfort 1 Riptide,
DOB: 10/09/2019, Sire: Fabb 1 Northern Star, 
Dam: Appel 1 Sally 4

Class: Pedigree Bull Calf 2020
2nd Place: David Dolan, GoldenRed 1 
Lockdown, DOB: 03/04/2020, Sire: Solpoll 1 
Rudolph, Dam: Rathreganpoll 1 Grace 48

Class: Pedigree Breeding Heifer
3rd Place: Maedbh Tyrell, Rathregan Snowdrop, 
DOB: 18/03/2017, Sire: F.H Patrick, Dam: 
Rathregan Snowdrop

Class: Pedigree Bull
4th Place: Pat Jones, Kye Harry,
DOB: 04/12/2015, Sire: Freetown Hotspur,
Dam: Kye Robin 490

Class: Pedigree Bull
5th Place: David Dolan, Solpoll 1 Rudolph,
DOB: 25/12/2017, Sire: Moeskaer Upgrade, 
Dam: Solpoll 1 starlet 616



Dovea Genetics Virtual 
Summer Show 2020

Dovea Genetics ran a very successful Virtual Summer show in place of 
the usual Summer Agricultural show!

Well done to the Jones Family of Clonroe Herefords, Pallas, Co. Wexford 
on placing 2nd in the Traditional Breeds class with their 2019 born, 
Kilsunny Goliath bred heifer; Clonroe Holly.

Clonroe Holly also won second prize in the National Hereford Calf Show 
2019 in class 6: Heifer Calf born on or between 15th March & 14th May 
2019.

It is likely that Dovea will run another Virtual Show in 2021 with a 
Traditional Breeds Class included so keep an eye out on the Dovea 
Website & Facebook page for more info!
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Herd Profile:

Eoin Lynch

Moving from dairy to 
suckler farming

Article by Cian McAndrew, former journalist at 
That’s Farming - www.thatsfarming.com 

Farming in Droumdaniel, Bantry, Co. Cork, the 
Lynch family went the opposite way to many 
farmers in recent times, having moved from a 
dairy herd to sucklers and run a herd of pedigree 
Hereford cattle also.

The farm
When Eoin was young, the family used to milk 25 
Friesian cows but decided to convert to beef 
farming around 2008. They started finishing 
heifers and building up a pedigree Hereford herd.
“The quota was kind of holding us back. My 
father always used to run a Hereford bull with the 
cattle, and he kept a couple of pedigree cows 
since the mid-80s.”

“When he decided to get rid of the Friesian cows, 
he started to increase in the sucklers. Eventually, 
the Herefords squeezed out the rest of the cows 
and it’s nearly all pedigree cattle now.”

“I suppose the main reason behind the Herefords 
is their docility and the quality of their meat is a 
big part of it too. They’re a breed that can do 

most things for you and they suit our climate here 
in Ireland.”

They now run a herd of 35 pedigree Hereford 
cows and 5 Angus on just over 160-acres. His 
father, Eugene, works full-time on the farm with 
support from his wife, Joan, and Eoin’s siblings, 
John, and Clodagh.

They start breeding in November/December to 
calve their cows from July through to September. 
“We’re trying to get our bulls to good enough 
size to sell to the dairy farmer this time of the 
year [March].”

“So usually when we get them to a year-and-a-
half, they’re ready to bull a herd of cows. That 
would be our reason for calving at that time.”

Irish Hereford Breed Society
Droumdaniel Herefords is the name of the Bantry 
family’s pedigree herd. Eugene Lynch became 
involved with the society back in 1984 and is a 
former president. Eoin has carried on the 
tradition with his society involvement.

“We’ve always been around it. We have our own 
branch here in west Cork with about 25 
members so, we would have regular meetings 
and there’s always someone from our club on 
the council.” 
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“We’re hoping to start up a youth club within the 
society now. That’s what the idea of going to 
New Zealand was partially based on.”

“It would get us up to speed of what other 
countries are doing and hoping that we could 
bring a few ideas back from New Zealand.”

Young Handlers Competition
The 23-year-old was the leader of Team Ireland in 
the Young Handlers’ Competition at the World 
Hereford Conference, which was held in 
Queensland, New Zealand from March 7th-14th.

“The main thing I got to see was how Herefords 
were bred across the world and in different 
climates.”

“Every country there seemed to have a 
completely different setup. There was one farm in 
New Zealand who had 700 cows and only 600 
bales of silage was all he needed. It was a real 
eye-opener to see how they managed things 
differently.”

“There was a team of us out there and any of the 
four of us could have been picked as captain, 
we’re all as good at representing the society as 
each other and the competition was the best 
thing I ever did.”

“I came home, and I was trying to convince my 
parents to go on a conference tour or something 
because it's a great way to go see things.”

“We were meeting people from all over the world 
with a common interest and we were all learning 
from each other.”

“Everyone was just so good to each other out 
there and they were welcoming us back if we 
ever wanted to come back.”

The Cork-man thanked Slaney Foods for 
providing delegates with the opportunity to travel 
overseas. “They were a massive help in getting 
us out there, there might not have been any team 
only for them. There was a lot of work from all the 
society members as well, especially Louise 
Callan.”

“I want to congratulate Larry Feeney as well for 
becoming Secretary-General of the world. That’s 
a massive achievement for Irish Herefords to be 
recognised on a worldwide basis.”

“Speaking to a lot of different people at the 
conference, the Irish Hereford Society is really 
well known, and a lot of people look up to us.”
“The Hereford Society is a great society to be 
involved with and hopefully, if we can get our 
youth club up and going, we can contend with 
the world.” he concluded.

With thanks & credit to Cian McAndrew, former 
journalist at That’s Farming 
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 A young farmer has said she hopes to 
see  more  women enter ing  the 
agricultural trade as new figures reveal 
that just one in ten family farms are 
owned by women.
 Despite the figures from the Central 
Statistics Office (CSO), Sinéad Conry, 
23, believes significant progress is 
being made in the sector.
 Ms Conry grew up on a farm in 
Roscommon before taking out a lease 
on her own farm when she was just 19. 
She now keeps livestock, specifically 
pedigree Hereford and Angus cattle.
 She told the Irish Daily Mail: ‘I’m 
only 23 and when I started out I 
couldn’t go into a bank and ask for half 
a million, but the plan is that I’ll take 
out another five-year lease and then 
buy it.’
 Speaking about being a female 
farmer, she added: ‘I think it’s less 
common because sort of the way 
everyone was brought up was that the 
eldest son received the farm.
 ‘But in recent years more women 
have started to show interest and 
people now are leaving the farm to 
whoever is interested in it, which is 
right.’
 Ms Conry said one problem in the 
trade is the perception among her male 
counterparts that women are inferior 
farmers.

 She said: ‘Some people’s eyes still 
are closed to the fact that females are 
well able to farm just as males are. You 
get a couple of negative comments; 
you’d have someone drive in and say, 
“Oh where’s your dad?”, if they’re 
delivering something. You just say, 
“Well, this is my farm”.
 ‘But  I  th ink al l  the  posi t ive 
comments completely outweigh that.’
 Ms Conry believes things are 
improving, not just in farming, but 
across society in general. She said: ‘I 
think we are going into a total equality 
world, which is absolutely brilliant. 
And I think female farmers aren’t 
going to give over until they’re just 
considered farmers.
 ‘I think it’s going down the route that 
the wife may be at home farming and 
the husband could be gone out 

working, whereas 50 years ago that 
would nearly be cursed upon.’
 The new figures show that women 
hold only one third (34.4%) of 
managerial occupations, and won just a 
quarter of seats in 2019 local elections.
 The figures were released by the 
CSO as part of a report on
Ireland’s  United Nations sustainable 
development goals.
 The report, which focused on the 
subjects of equality, empowerment, 
discrimination and violence, outlined 
how representation of women in local 
government was the highest in Dublin, 
where 38% of seats were held by 
women. The lowest was in the south-
east region, where just 13% of seats 
were occupied by women.
 Cork Mayor Mary Linehan Foley 
bemoaned the failure to meet equality 
targets.
 ‘We have  seen  cons ide rab le 
improvements across the board but 
have not reached the 2019 target of a 
30% proportion of women candidates,’ 
she said.
 ‘Central to the goal of building and 
maintaining a sustainable democracy 
is having the active participation of 
women and representation of all 
groups across the board, whether in 
politics, business or education.
 ‘This is not just a number to be 
achieved; it’s a standard to reach and 
uphold, to properly reflect the needs of 
our society.’
 The percentage of farms owned by 
women has been flat since 2002, when 
just 10.7% were owned by females.
 A spokesman for the Irish Farmers’ 
Association said: ‘If we want to 
encourage a more diverse farm owner, 
then having a diversity of people 
elected is one way of driving greater 
participation across the sector.’
 They added: ‘While there has been 
significant improvement in the level of 
f e m a l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e 
association in recent years, this 
strategy will ensure that we continue to 
grow and improve so that leadership 
b e t t e r  r e fl e c t s  o u r  d i v e r s e 
membership.’
 I n  a  r e c e n t  r e p o r t ,  t h e  I FA 
recommended reaching an 80-20 
gender split on its national committees, 
with one in five election candidates 
being women.
 Sinn Féin’s spokeswoman on 

children, disability, equality and 
integration, Kathleen Funchion TD, 
said women in Ireland are not on an 
equal footing with men, socially, 
politically or economically. She said: 
‘The lack of equality is most clearly 
definable in the
gender pay gap.
 ‘Women hold far fewer senior roles, 
meaning there are far fewer female role 
models for young girls to emulate.
 ‘Although Ireland has made progress 
on gender equality in recent years, we 
still have a long way to go in a wide 
range of employment-related areas.

 ‘The findings of this report are stark, 
but welcome in terms of showing how 
far we still have to go in promoting 
equality.’
 Women’ s busines s group Network 
Ireland also said the figures show how 
far Ireland has to go to achieve gender 
equality.
 Women are outnumbered two to one 
in Irish management despite making 
up almost  half  (45.7%) of the 
workforce. Network Ireland president 
Louisa Meehan said: ‘This is the latest 
in a series of recent reports showing the 
gap that persists between women and 
men’s career prospects in Ireland. At a 
time when we’re hearing about the 
pioneering talents of an Irish-born 
woman [Teresa Lambe] working on a 
coronavirus vaccine, and an Irish 
university is appointing
a woman as its president [Kerstin May 
of the University of Limerick], it’s high 
time businesses across the board began 
realising the full potential of the other 
half of the workforce.’
 The proportion of women in Ireland 
who were found to have experienced 
physical or sexual violence from a 
previous or current partner was 15%, 
and for non-partners the figure was 
19%.
 This was slightly lower than the EU 
average of 22%. The CSO said there 
were 13 women under the age of 18 
married in 2019, down from 36 women 
in 2018.

news@dailymail.ie

‘More women are 
showing interest’

‘Improvements
across the board’
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We look back at a very insightful article that David Carroll of UDEL Hereford 
kindly composed for the Breed Journal back in 2005.
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With thanks & credit to Colum Lynch (Photos) & Niall Hurson (Journalist with IFJ) 
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Herd Profile:

Kilsunny Pedigree Herds

Tipperary farmer with 
teaching degree and 80,000 
social media followers

Article by Conor Halpin as seen on That’s 
Farming - www.thatsfarming.com 

Edward Dudley has been running Kilsunny 
Pedigree Herds since he was twenty-two years 
of age. The Tipperary native is the third-
generation to farm the land.

Who is involved in the farm?
My dad, Trevor, my mam, Louise, and sister, 
Susan, are involved in the 150-acre farm. We 
own one-hundred-acres and rent fifty.

Did you attend college?
I studied secondary school teaching in DCU but 
never actually ended up teaching. I have a 
degree as a security policy, but my heart was 
always in farming.

When did you begin farming?
I was seven-years-old when I started doing farm 
jobs. I have been home on the farm since the 
age of twenty-two. Dad registered the first 
Hereford in 1972, and dairy breeding began in 
1949. The herd went into pedigrees in 1981.
What type of system do you run?
The farm comprises of 98% pedigree in both 
herds. British Friesian is the main breed in the 
dairy herd and Hereford would be our central 
breed in the beef dwelling beside a small herd of 
Shorthorn and ten Aberdeen Angus cows.
We milk eighty dairy cows with each calving a 
minimum of one calf. There are forty bulls in the 
herd which are all sold in the springtime.

What is the reasoning behind choosing these 
breeds?
British Friesians are chosen as they have high 
farmer satisfaction and retain a balance between 
fertility and milk production. Bull calves are worth 
more than a British Holstein calf.

Hereford is chosen due to low maintenance, low 
input, and they don’t eat a lot of feed. It works 
very well for our system.

We would not be reliant on stars or figures, but 
we do like a nice animal presented. We also look 
out for ease of management, and margins are 
tight in beef at the moment.

Does social media play a big part at Kilsunny 
Pedigree Herds?
We carry 80,000 followers between several 
social media platforms. It helps sell the livestock 
in a free way of sharing what we do on the farm; I 
enjoy it.
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Do you exhibit cattle at agricultural shows?
We are very active on the pedigree show and 
sale circuits. Kilsunny Las Lilly achieved 1st prize 
at Tullamore Show over the last three years.

The final bull that went into AI was Kilsunny 
Goliath who moved into Dovea Genetics in 2010. 
He sired four of the five male champions at 
Tullamore for other herds and was number one 
bull on ICBF registration in the year 2013 or 
2014.

Kilsunny Lass Prim gained eleven or twelve first 
prizes during the summer of 2019 and achieved 
the Munster junior female of the year.

Are you satisfied with the herd performance 
at the moment?
We are very happy with the herd, but there is 
always room for improvement. We have a nice 
type of cow and calf with good strong maternal 
lines and a good cow family working hard in the 
herd. Also, we have a lot of annually, customers 
who come back for bulls and heifers.

What is the grazing pattern used on the farm?
The farm is split into different paddocks with the 
dairy cows going out on the twenty of January 
except for wet days, and then in early March, 
they are grazing in paddocks morning and 
evenings. Sucklers go out to grass between the 
end of March and early April.

When are livestock housed?
The animals are not housed until the end of 
October. The stock are not housed during a hot 
summer, although we do burn up quickly as we 
have a very dry farm so grass growth decreases.

Some of the beef cows and bulls are out to grass 
all year. It is a massive time saver with the feeding 
and housing cost.

Does the farm use AI or stock bulls?
On the beef enterprise, we use 20% AI as we are 
heavenly dependent on our stock bulls which are 
Hereford and Angus.

In the dairy herd, we use 80% AI between 
Hereford and British Friesian which is distributed 
by Dovea Genetics who have a great selection of 
bulls, and we also use a Holland-based bovine 
centre.

When does calving take place? 
It is a 65% spring calving and 35% autumn 
calving system to spread it out to suit the winter 
milking. The bulk of calving is between January 
and March. There is a selection then also 
between October and December.

We sell 30 dairy heifer calves between four to six 
months old, and we save 5-10 replacement 
calves. All bulls go for breeding at twelve to 
eighteen months.

What feeding pattern has Kilsunny Pedigree 
Herds? 
We feed Grass and silage to dairy cows who are 
on an 80% protein ration. Bulls are fed from 
breeding between nine to ten months but not in 
the summer as we try to feed grass, permitting if 
we have enough available. The dairy cows get 
fed in the parlour, and the bulls get fed in 
preparation for selling.

Is the farm a member of any breed societies?
We are a member of the Irish Hereford, Aberdeen 
Angus, Irish Shorthorn, and Irish Holstein Friesian 
societies.

I work for the Irish Aberdeen Angus handling 
some of their PR work alongside capturing some 
of their events. I photographed a show in Dualla 
in August 2019 called the All-Ireland Aberdeen-
Angus Championships. It is just a hobby with 
farming taking priority.

What impact has Covid-19 had on your 
enterprise?
We were fortunate with the farm during the 
breeding season as we were able to trade thirty 
bulls last spring from April 1st to June 1st.

We sell animals from eleven months to eighteen 
to twenty months. Mid-February to mid-June is 
the peak time for selling with some in the 
autumn.

The farm succeeded during the pandemic to 
deliver bulls, get the milk collected and cut silage 
and hay.

With thanks & credit to Conor Halpin, That’s 
Farming.
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Herd Profile:

Ballyaville Herd 

Data recording central to 
Ballyaville herd success

FBD €uro-Star €200-
Pedigree Beef Finalist 

With thanks & Credit to ICBF

The Deverell family run the Ballyaville pedigree 
Hereford herd just outside the village of Geashill 
in Co Offaly. The herd consists of 80 pedigree 
Hereford cows, 5 pedigree Simmental cows and 
15 commercial cows in a split calving system. 
The family have been breeding Herefords since 
the 1930s and have built up a loyal base of 
repeat customers. Their primary market is 
breeding bulls suitable for use in the dairy herd. 
The herd produced the bull Ballyaville Hamlet 
(HE2148) which was progeny tested via the 2015 
Autumn Beef Gene Ireland programme. 

Key Performance Indicators

Replacement Index: Cows €70, Heifers €76, 
Calves €85

Calves/cow/year: 1.01

Calving interval: 371

6-week calving: 50% (Spring) 78% (Autumn) 

% AI usage: 32% 

The traits of most importance are calving ease, 
gestation and docility. Joe opts for a mix of AI 
and Gene Ireland straws and stock bulls across 
the herd. Going forward, he plans to increase AI 
usage to accelerate the rate of genetic gain 
within the herd. Joe feels that polledness is 
becoming increasingly relevant from a labour and 
welfare point of view. He intends to gradually 
introduce polled genetics while ensuring that he 
does not sacrifice any of the traits that the herd 
has become renowned for. 

The Ballyaville herd is run strictly on commercial 
principles with any cow that is not in calf at the 
end of the breeding season being culled. This 
results in approximately 25 replacement females 
being required per year. These females are 
selected based on a combination of the €uro-star 
Indexes, dam performance and visual 
appearance. As the herd has a long history of 
data recording, the accurate identification of 

suitable females is a relatively straight forward 
exercise. Any females not selected for breeding 
are fattened and generally sold within the Irish 
Hereford Prime programme. 

The ideal cow they are trying to breed is a 
functional female in the region of 650 kgs, with 
enough milk to wean a calf at 50% of the cows 
liveweight every year for at least 4 years. 

Joe found the Beef Data Genomics Programme 
(BDGP) very beneficial as it was the first national 
scheme that gave the suckler industry a clear 
road map to follow. He has confirmed that he will 
participate in BDGP 2021. 

All calves are weighed at birth. According to Joe, 
this is a very important exercise and one that all 
pedigree breeders should be focused on. BEEP-
S was a major bonus and very well received in 
the Ballyaville herd as weighing cows and calves 
has been best practice in the herd for many 
years. Joe has been signed up to the WHPR 
service since its inception. “Data generated from 
regular weighing is invaluable.” 

Joe is especially enthusiastic about his 
involvement in the DNA Calf Registration 
programme whereby all his calves are genotyped 
and parentage verified at birth. He is of the view 
that the sooner this technology is fully 
incorporated into the national animal registration 
process the better for all involved in the 
agricultural industry, from farmers all the way 
through to the final consumer. 

On the sustainability front, the Deverells have 
been active participants in environmental 
schemes, from the old REPS programme in the 
1990s all the way through to the current GLAS 
scheme. This long-term holistic approach to the 
farm has served them extremely well to date. The 
next generation of the Deverell family are 
becoming more involved in the running of the 
Ballyaville herd, highlighting a great example of 
an Irish family farm in action. 
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North Leinster Hereford 
Branch report
As we are staring in the face of our severest 
lockdown yet, the North Leinster Branch of the 
Irish Hereford Breed Society took a moment to 
reflect on the year past and the projects that the 
branch had undertaken. 

The year began with the anticipation of shows & 
sales and all that 2020 had to offer, only to be 
quenched by Covid-19 and lockdowns. As a 
result of the lockdowns, the NL Hereford Branch 
decided to run a photo competition on Facebook 
where Hereford enthusiasts were asked to 
submit a picture of their primary school-going or 
younger children helping out on the farm with 
their Hereford calves. This competition attracted 
over one hundred likes for pictures leading to our 
delighted winner, who was named as Eddie 
Fitzgerald. 

Following on from Covid-19 and lockdowns, the 
NL Branch put together an advert for breeders 
who had bulls to sell which spanned three weeks 
in the Irish Farmers Journal. This advert was 
designed to alert purchasers where they could 
find Hereford stock bulls and assist breeders who 
had bulls remaining during the difficult lockdown 
period.

One of the many projects that the branch has 
ongoing in the background is the North 
Leinster/Irish Hereford Prime Initiative which 
involves the purchase of semen from an outcross 
Hereford bull, with the view to distributing semen 
back to the members who bought into the 
initiative at the start along with Irish Hereford 
Prime. This Initiative involves a selection 
committee targeting herds within Ireland and the 
UK where there may be suitable sires, viewing 

these sires and if deemed suitable, a deal will be 
struck to purchase semen off the sire in question. 
This process takes place every second year.

As the year rolled on and the majority of events 
were cancelled, the NL Hereford Branch felt that 
they had to host the National Hereford Calf Show 
in some form. The decision was made to host a 
Virtual event and from that moment the branch 
never looked back. Thanks to the support of Irish 
Hereford Prime and the Irish Hereford Breed 
Society, the event was a roaring success. There 
was in excess of One Hundred and Ten entries 
which were judged by our panel of esteemed 
Judges; Robin Irvine - Graceland Herefords, 
Adam Woods - Beef Editor, Irish Farmers Journal 
& Nigel Owens - Mairwen Herefords & renowned 
rugby referee. The judges selected the class 
winners in each of the eleven classes before the 
job was handed over to the public. The public 
were then asked to vote for their Junior and 
Senior Female and Male Champions which 
amounted to two thousand, five hundred 
individual votes! Once this was completed, the 
task was then handed over to our three judges to 
select their Supreme Female and Male 
Champions. The NL Branch must also give a 
very special mention to, Herdwatch, Moocall, 
Dectomax and Allsure, our generous sponsors 
who were more than willing to assist in the 
running of this event. A massive congratulation 
must also be extended to branch members Val 
Ledwith, Rathregan Herefords and Edwin & 
Robert Jones, Keenagh Herefords who were 
awarded the Supreme Male and Female Calf 
Champions respectively.

The Branch also moved forward hosting its first 
virtual meeting back in January with a guest 
speaker from ICBF present on the night along 
with an attendance of twenty six breeders.  

Looking to the future, the branch will do its 
utmost to maintain and enhance the current 
projects that we have undertaken in the past and 
look forward to assisting in breed promotion for 
the year ahead. We also eagerly await and look 
forward to assisting in any ideas that our 
members and society come up with for the year 
ahead. We would also like to wish everyone good 
health while we await our next outing to catchup 
with friends old and new. 
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The West Cork Club strives 
for future success

Following the cancellation of the summer shows and despite the best 
efforts of the COVID-19 pandemic restricting the West Cork Club 
members from making the news headlines in 2020, it certainly did not 
stop their commitment to ensuring that an exciting and successful future 
is instore for West Cork Herefords. For a year that was particularly tough 
to find trade for bulls and heifers across Ireland, some took it as a year of 
opportunity to invest in genetics both in Ireland and the UK to diversify 
and expand the gene pool in West Cork.

Fresh beginnings
It’s always encouraging to see young breeders share an interest in 
improving the Hereford breed and hoping to do just that is our very own 
Michael Barrett. Son of JJ & Mary Barrett of the Gurtaleen Herd in 
Ballineen, Michael is hoping to start off under his own prefix which will be 
based in the Dunmanway area of West Cork. Adding to his two home 
bred females, Michael has the foundation well secured for starting up his 
own herd with the purchase of six well-bred heifers just a few months 
after returning from the Young Breeder Competition in New Zealand. 

The two heifers first hail from Tom Brennan’s Balleen Herd in Co. 
Kilkenny, both of whom are a first cross of the herds dominant stock bull, 
Balleen Achiever, and Cill Cormaic progeny sired by Cedar Liam. From 
there Michael went even further up the N8 where Michael Hoey’s of 
Rathmooney Herefords Co. Dublin offered a selection of heifers for sale. 
Two stand out heifers caught the eye of the West Cork breeder that were 
sired by the great Moyclare Phoenix that sold for €6600 just a few years 
ago at the society’s premier sale in Tullamore. There is also some historic 
genetics in both dam's backgrounds with names like Yarram Star Gereral 
W251, Lisrace Lifeliner and Drumakeenan Do-A-Lot in the mix. The final 
destination on the list was a bit closer to home where two more classy 
heifers sired by Brocca Kieran were purchased from the Droumdaniel 
Herd of the Bantry based Lynch family. This completed Michaels starter 
pack and he plans to use sires such as Freetown Fortune, Gageboro 
Morgan, Pulham Powerhouse and FH William to breed with them. 

Introducing new genetics
Having visited the Free Town Hereford herd several years ago while on 
tour with the West Cork Club, the Hickey family of Skehanore Herefords 
were determined to bring home an animal of Tony Bradstock’s herd one 
day. 15-month-old Free Town Peerless caught the eye of the Ballydehob 
breeders whilst on parade at the UK National Hereford Show in Tenbury 
back in 2018. Sired by the proven Mara Humorus and out of a home 
bred dam, Free Town Benign, Peerless has already hit the ground 
running with his first crop of calves up for sale. His full sister Free Town 
Bryony was female champion at the 2016 Tenbury Free Town Hotspur 
was a successful herd sire for both the Trillick and Kye herds here in 
Ireland. He was purchased for his thickness, overall quality, low calving 
figures as well as the depth of English breeding in his pedigree. 

This isn’t the first time that the Free Town herd have influenced West 
Cork, a shipment of frozen semen from Free Town Fortune was imported
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Heifer purchased from Balleen 
Herefords.

Heifer purchased from Rathmooney 
Herefords.

Heifer purchased from Droumdaniel 
Herefords

Bull calf sired by Peerless

Two calves sired by Peerless



and distributed around West Cork just a few years ago and now our club 
members are looking for more. Light boned, easy calving and 
encouraging growth rates are just a few of the complements from his first 
offspring. A further 100 straws were recently imported confirming the 
West Cork breeder’s eagerness to produce low input, easy calving and 
profitable Herefords. 

Also distributed around West Cork was a consignment of Pulham 
Powerhouse straws. A son of the popular Yarram Unique and the 2015 
UK horned female of the year, Clipston Tara R16, Powerhouse’s first 
calves are already on the ground and are crossing well with many prize-
winning herds in the South West. The initial feedback of the Powerhouse 
offspring has proven his ability to produce consistent quality calves and 
deemed him to be a suitable cross with cows. 

Also shopping across the pond and hoping to introduce some fresh 
bloodlines to the area was the Lynch family of Droumdaniel with the 
purchase of Auckvale Stroll On 1882S from W&R Kemp and Sons. This 
3/4 Canadian bred bull is sure to deliver growth and early maturing 
Herefords that are hot in demand here in Ireland. Stroll On is sired by the 
home bred Auckvale Kalgoorlie 1322K, multi prize winner at many shows 
across the UK.

Crossing the border and heading up north just in time before BREXIT 
went Robert McCarthy of the Farnivane Herd in Bandon where he 
brought home a stylish son of the well-known Cill Cormaic Nevada from 
John Conlon. Drumatee Sol 862 is another bull full of breed character 
and perfect in every way. Rich in both colour and pedigree, he will no 
doubt leave a positive influence in Roberts herd.

Sale toppers
For any breeder that relies on the society sales to sell their offspring, 
2020 was particularly tough following the cancellation of all spring sales 
across the country. As months of lockdown passed and marts began to 
open back up for business, the only premier sales of 2020 were held in 
the autumn and West Cork was well represented topping the poll in both 
Tullamore and Kilmallock. First it was John Appelbe’s Apple 1 Savannah 
that secured the top priced heifer in Tullamore and sold to Northern 
Ireland. Just one week later, it was the Lynch’s Droumdaniel herd that 
made the headlines with Droumdaniel Captain selling to another pedigree 
breeder in the kingdom of Kerry.
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Free Town Peerless

Freetown Fortune

Two Free Town Fortune bred heifers 
in West Cork.

Pulham Powerhouse

Auckvale Stroll On 1882S

Drumatee Sol 862

Apple 1 Savannah sold for €3050

Droumdaniel Captain sold for 
€2900





Munster Branch Report

My name is Michael O’Keeffe & I am responsible 
for setting up our show discussion group. I have 
been a participant in a Teagasc discussion group 
for the past few years and I have enjoyed every 
minute of it. On my way home from one of our 
meetings I was thinking we have no shows to go 
to and it was going to be a long time before I 
would get to meet some of the great friends I 
have made over the past number of years. The 
thought struck me, what if we organised a 
discussion group where people could meet up 
and have a chat. I contacted Tommy Cregan and 
Tim Breen and asked them to help me get the 
project up and running. 

My original thinking was to get 12 people to 
come together for a farm walk. I didn’t realize 
how much enjoyment people were going to get 
from it in these unprecedented times. My 
intention was to hold it every month but people 
wanted to have it more often so we finally 
decided to have it every 2 weeks and by the time 
we had to call a halt due to Covid restrictions, we 
had close to 40 turning up to the meetings. What 
we are doing would not be possible without the 
cooperation of the host farmers- I would like to 
thank them for getting involved.
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Our 1st meeting was held on the 25th of June on the farms of Michael O’Keeffe and Tim Breen.

Our 2nd meeting was held on the 5th of July on the farms of Timmie O’Sullivan and Paddy O’Connor.

Our 3rd meeting was held on 
the 19th of July on the farms 
of John and Neily Moylan 
and Dermot McCarthy and 
Niall Twomey.
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Our plan is simple - we visit 2 farms in close 
proximity to one another on the same day. We 
start at 2pm on the 1st farm and at 3.15pm we 
break for tea and sandwiches which people bring 
with them. We arrive on the 2nd farm at 4pm and 
finish up at 5.15pm. It is more like a picnic than a 
farm walk.

I am hopeful that we can get back to visiting 
farms in the summer of 2021. Most of our 
discussion group are Munster branch members 
and by participating they get the opportunity to 
meet other breeders who they may never have 
known. It is great to see the Munster branch, 
under the present chairman John O’Connor and 
the vice chairman Tommy Cregan, starting to do 
things for the breeders. We in Munster are very 
lucky to have some very enthusiastic members 
who are willing to try new ideas. It is a pity that 
Covid is preventing the club from getting things in 
motion - hopefully restrictions will soon be lifted. I 

am of the impression that any club is only as 
good as its members and if change is to happen 
it must start at grassroots.

I hold the view that discussion groups should be 
replicated by breeders and clubs country wide - 
it gives people the opportunity to meet other 
breeders, to look at what they are doing, to look 
at what type of calves are being born on other 
farms from a range of different stockbulls and 
from AI bulls and it gives people the opportunity 
to air their views and discuss any problems they 
have with fellow breeders. Finally I would ask 
people to pay their €20 membership to the 
Munster branch and get involved. Be part of a 
group that wants to give something back to the 
breeders. I would love to hear from new 
members. Due to data protection I am not able 
to contact new members directly but if they want 
to know more I can be contacted on 087 
9253369.

Our 4th meeting was held on the 2nd of August on the farm of Gerry McNamara.

Our 5th meeting was held on the 16th of August on the farms of Kieran Noonan and Tommy Cregan.
Our 6th meeting was canceled due to Covid restrictions.
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The Munster Hereford Branch held their annual branch lunch in January 2020.







Munster Branch Profile: Gurteragh & 
Dominargle Herefords

“My name is Michael O’Keeffe and I own a pedigree Hereford herd of 25 
cows. My herd prefix are Gurteragh horned Herefords and Dominargle 
polled.

I started breeding Hereford cattle in 1996. I have enjoyed every minute of it. 
When my family were young we started showing cattle and all of my four 
children gave up their Sundays to help me. They were wonderful years for us 
as a family. We won numerous prizes at shows.

The two highlights for me were Gurteragh Aristocrat 758 winning Supreme 
Male Champion at the National Hereford Calf Show 2018 and Gurteragh 
Justice winning first prize at the National Hereford Show 2010.

I like the horned Hereford cattle as they have a softness to them and are 
easily fleshed. My ideal animal must have length and show good muscle 
development of the hindquarter, be easy calving and have lots of milk.

I wouldn’t be worried about €uro-stars as some of the best cattle have only 
one star.”
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Gurteragh Aristocrat



Munster Branch Profile:

Coisceim Herefords

“My name is Tim Breen. I own Coiscéim Herefords. I began in 2006 with the 
purchase of an incalf heifer from the Gurteragh Herd. 

I also bought females from Timmie and Sheila O’Sullivan and the Neenan 
family. These breeding lines are the base of my herd which consists of eight 
to ten cows.

I have had some success at shows and sales over the years, winning the 
National Junior heifer class at Tullamore in 2017 and having top price bull at 
the Autumn sale in Killmallock in 2016 being the highlight.

I like to try to breed stock with shape and a good frame, good milk is also 
crucial to the growth of a calf. Not always easy to have this combination 
though.”
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Gurteragh Linsey and Coiscéim Legend



Munster Branch Profile:

Riverrock Herefords

“My name is Tony Hartnett. I 
originally got into the Hereford breed 
two and a half years ago. I 
purchased all stock from my brother 
Noel who turned his hand to 
dairying. 

The original female line would’ve 
come in the form of a two-year-old 
heifer Noel purchased in 
Roscommon from Peter and Pauline 
Casey in Co Sligo. That was a good 
few years back. She was Lisnalurg 
Honey Bea.

As for bulls, the first stock bull 
Riverrock Jake came from another 
of the original lines we had - 
Kilsunny Kathys Beauty; he crossed 
very well on the Casey’s stock. 

We’ve used a lot of Gageboro 
Morgan and he has been very lucky 
for us.

It was Timmy O’Sullivan and Michael 
O’Keeffe who got me into showing 
at the start.

I’m delighted with the Hereford 
breed and I suppose I can thank 
Noel for that. They’re the kind of 
animal that does very well off grass, 
and I’m not in the Golden Vale like.

I don’t think the breed faces too 
many problems but breeders 
starting with a low €uro-Star base is 
one.

We’re being forced to breed these 
four- and five-star animals pretty 
much for a computer and that’s 
going to lead to irreversible damage. 
There are lads breeding for years 
and haven’t they got us this far 
without any stars?”
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Tony Hartnett, Rockchapel, Co. Cork, with the Champion Hereford bull at Bridgetown, Co. Clare agricultural show.



Munster Branch Profile:

Churchcross Herefords

   “Christened Gerard but 
known as Gerry to many - 
born February 1964 & 
current owner of 
Churchcross herefords & 
Churchcrosspoll Herefords. 
I have a life long interest in 
the breed going back to my 
time with my late father 
John R.I.P - he was the first 
to introduce the Hereford 
breed to our area of south 
west Clare.

I heard all the stories of him leaving home on a 
bike back in the sixties to cycle the twenty miles 
to Ennis train station heading to Dublin to the 
RDS bull sales.

His accommodation in Dublin was with an aunt 
of his. Back then the sales would go on for three 
days. He was often back home before his 
purchase would arrive by train to Ennis. A 
neighbour would have to go and collect the bull 
by tractor and trailer even back then tractors 
were scarce.

The bull would be used for our own use and all 
the neighbours would come with their cows on a 
halter, probably shorthorns. I often heard the 
story it was easier to bring the cow back home 
than getting her to behave herself on the journey 
to the bull.

In November 1984, myself and the boss headed 
to Fitts paddocks in Limerick with a view to 
purchasing a future stock bull, remember on the 
day the going rate for Hereford bulls was 1200 to 
1400gns with the exceptional one making 
1500gns. Anyway after a lot of looking around 
we picked an August 1983 bull, bred by the late 
William Sheehan of Clonmel. The bull was big 
and long with a good back end the only 
downside to him was a big pair of horns.

The bulls name was Brackford Artist. His 
breeding was; Sire - Gageboro Loquacious & 
Dam - Clubman Nosegay 29th. The bull entered 
the ring at 4pm in the afternoon and the seller 
announced that he was a full brother to 
Brackford Lorry standing in Sligo AI.

After a lot of bidding we eventually got him at 
1880gns. When we came home we got a telling 
off by my mother to ask why we lost the run of 
ourselves. Anyway he was a very lucky bull.
I showed him at two local Summer shows with 
him winning both of them. He was Hereford 
champion at the county Clare show in Ennis in 
1987.

I remember it well, being presented with the 
rosettes by the then president of Ireland a Clare 
man, the late Paddy Hillary R.I.P. Later that day 
the rosettes were stolen from my animal while my 
back was turned.

As far back as I remember it was always Friesian 
cows that was on our farm. I got bitten by the 
Hereford bug at the November bull-sale, so in 
April 1985 myself and a fellow neighbour headed 
to Carrick on Shannon, in view to purchasing a 
purebred female either maiden or in calf. On the 
day I purchased an in calf heifer from the late 
Larry Lavin R.I.P Strokestown.

The heifers name was Forest View Una. It was 
the start of a 30 year relationship with Larry and 
Etty. The conversation would always finish on 
Hereford cattle breeding. In 1986, I started my 
small herd under the Moyview prefix.

At the time the society rules were, you had to be 
the owner of three females to join. The Moyview 
prefix didn’t last very long, only a few years due 
to expanding Friesian Cow numbers.

Milk was good back then peaking in 1989, The 
Hereford cattle took a back seat, and eventually 
fizzled out. My addiction to the breed came back 
again in 2015, in the form of a text message from 
the Co op regarding exiting milk and selling the 
milk quota, as they were going to be worthless 
the following year. I decided to jump on the 
bandwagon due to scattered land and the 
Friesian cows using the public road. While exiting 
milk, it also coincided with a sale that was to be 
held in May of that year in Kanturk mart by 
Michael O’Keeffe. Myself and my neighbour Sean 
sexton (Same man that came with me to Carrick 
on Shannon in 1985) Headed off to that sale.
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I had my cow picked out from the online 
catalogue; Lot 11 Corlismorepoll Sydney 607. I 
had my mind made up, the cow would be mine 
whatever she cost. In the end I got my hands on 
her with her March born bull calf for €7000. If 
only my late mother and father knew R.I.P.

The herd today stands at 25 pedigree cows, also 
a mixture of maiden and in calf heifers. I 
encourage my three daughters to show cattle at 
Summer Shows to promote what we have. My 
ideal animal would be one that would be nice to 
look at, very docile, be a good mother, have 
good bone and a wide back end. I don’t pay 
much attention to the stars if I like what I see in-
front of me. After all, past breeders, god rest 
them, all bought what they saw in front of them 
with no paper trail. The only stars they looked at 
were on a moonlit night. I don’t think the 
breeders went too wrong in their day. I enjoy the 
Hereford breed of cattle - easily fed and easily 
managed. I have no time for wild and nervous 
cattle.

From left to right, Abby, Paula, Gerry, Mary and Ciara - 
Tullamore show 2019.

Our highlight in Cattle breeding so far has to be 
the summer show season of 2019. Our July 
2018 on farm bred bull Churchcross poll 1 
Hurler; winning 13 first prizes out of 14 shows 
that he was exhibited in. He also won 7 
championships, Munster bull of the year 2019, 
National Male Champion Tullamore Show 2019 
and Reserve Overall Hereford champion. We also 
exhibited Churchcross poll 1 Myrtle, born July 
2018, during the 2019 show season & won many 
first prizes - the highlight being the County 
Longford Flynn and Lynch All Ireland Hereford 
female Calf Championship.

She was also placed second in the Munster 
junior female of the year competition. We are 
over the moon with the success of our cattle in 
such a short period of time and have met and 
made many friends along the way and we wish 
every breeder continued success in their 
endeavours to breed quality cattle and good 
health to all. Here are some of our prize winning 
cattle from last year. Roll on 2021 & stay safe - 
Gerry McNamara.”

Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

69

Churchcrosspoll 1 hurler in one of his many wins in 2019 overall Hereford champion Longford 2019.



Munster Branch Profile:

Killeesy Herefords

“My name is Eamonn Shanahan. I own Killeesy Herefords along with my father. I 
began in 2010 with the purchase of two in-calf heifers from the Allowdale Herd.

The herd grew slowly keeping the heifers from these cows and buying a 
females from the Fitzgerald’s, Michael O’Keefe, Tom Brennan and more from 
Liam and Anne in Allowdale.

In 2015 I really got interested in the breed, when I went about looking at 
importing new lines, I ended up buying five embryos from Canada, resulting in 
four heifer calves. In 2017, I bought my first polled heifers from Matt Goulding 
including a heifer he bought in from England.

This year I have started milking and have brought my ten females with me, while 
dad has kept his 12 going as well. I like an animal that is easy calved, docile, 
milky females, easily fleshed and have a good frame.”
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Munster Branch Profile:

Kilsunny Herefords

The Kilsunny Hereford herd 
was founded in 1972 by the 
then 14 year old Trevor 
Dudley who established the 
Kilsunny prefix with the 
purchase of the weanling 
heifer calf, Ardkill Cyclone. 

The present day Lass cow family can be traced 
back to this original foundation female, with 
females from the Parkroe, Castlenugent, 
Sandymount, Baytown and Cloonbracken herds 
added over the 1970’s and 1980’s. The Hereford 
herd is completely horned and has developed 
steadily in numbers to 15 cows and followers 
with quality always taking precedence over 
quantity at Kilsunny. The Kilsunny Herd is a family 
affair with Trevor’s children Edward & Susan 
heavily involved in the running of the farm, as well 
as wife, Louise. The Kilsunny herd is also home 
to a pedigree British Friesian milking herd with 
milk produced 365 days a year over a split 
winter/spring calving system which often leaves 
the Kilsunny Hereford herd playing second fiddle 
to their dairy counterparts. 

The breeding objective at Kilsunny is to sell easy 
calving, medium sized, naturally fleshed bulls for 
breeding at 12-16 months with the majority of 
these bulls selling to repeat dairy customers. 
Some bulls also go for pedigree breeding each 
year and the herd has also enjoyed significant 
and sustained demand for young breeding 
females too, with demand being so high that 
many heifers sell before reaching their 1st 
birthday. Kilsunny females are bred to be 
exceptionally milky (the milking parlour often 
comes in handy for some of the best of the 
sucklers immediately after calving!) with the ability 
to rear a good calf, go back in calf easily at the 
forefront of the herd’s breeding objectives. The 
Kilsunny cow must also have outstanding feet 
and legs as all females are housed on cubicles 
(no straw pens) during winter and cows must be 
able to manage on concrete without any 
problems. Likewise, most of the yearling cattle 
(bulls and heifers) are outwintered during all 
weathers so the herd strategy is always to breed 
a hardy, unpampered animal that will thrive in all 
conditions. 

The Kilsunny Hereford herd uses a little AI from 
the popular bulls of the day but the prodigious 
and careful use of stock bulls has resulted in 
most of the herd’s most popular and successful 
show champions and top priced cattle. Church 
Hill Invader, Lisnabin Warden and Boyanna 
Harvey were used in the early years with 
Glaslough Ruskin, Ballyaville Caradoc and 
Glaslough Judge making powerful contributions 
to the herd in more recent times. 

Kilsunny Herefords also regularly competes at the 
summer shows and the main bull sales on the 
pedigree circuit with the whole family enjoying the 
buzz of the show ring. The Kilsunny bloodline has 
also produced many champions and top priced 
cattle for other breeders (most recently, dam of 
the top priced bull at Kilmallock, October 2019 
and sire of the Reserve National Hereford Bull of 
the Year 2017) with two bulls from the herd, 
Kilsunny Professor (KYP) and Kilsunny Goliath 
(KSG) entering into Irish AI to further spread the 
influence of the Kilsunny herd on the Hereford 
breed.

Some of the most notable achievements of the 
Kilsunny herd on the national stage are as 
follows: 

Church Hill Invader (stock bull at Kilsunny) - 1st & 
Supreme Hereford Champion, RDS Spring Show, 
Dublin, May 1992

Kilsunny Doreen’s Glory - 1st & Female 
Champion & Reserve Supreme Hereford 
Champion, RDS Spring Show, Dublin, May 1992

Kilsunny Queen Lucinda - 1st & All-Ireland 
National Hereford Heifer Champion, National 
Hereford Show, Tullamore, August 1994

Kilsunny Queen Maeve - 1st, Female Champion 
& Reserve Supreme Hereford Champion, RDS 
Spring Show, Dublin, May 2000

Kilsunny Queen Tiara - 1st & All-Ireland National 
Hereford Heifer Champion, National Hereford 
Show, Tullamore, August 2000

Kilsunny Queen Maeve - Reserve Female 
Champion, National Hereford Show, Tullamore, 
August 2000
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One of our 5 star replacement index cows with her 8 month old bull calf at foot

Kilsunny Goliath (KSG) - 1st & Reserve Male Champion, Beef Expo Ireland, Kilkenny, October 2010 and now standing in Dovea 
Genetics and sire of four supreme male champions at IHBS Premier Sale, Tullamore & sire of the Best Progeny Group of 3, 
Tullamore Show, August 2017
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Kilsunny Lass Wallflower - Reserve All-Ireland 
National Hereford Heifer Champion, National 
Hereford Show, Tullamore, August 2003

Kilsunny Abraham - 1st & Supreme Male 
Champion & top price bull at the IHBS Premier 
Sale, Roscommon, October 2004 and sold for 
€3500 

Kilsunny Lass Annabel - Top price heifer at the 
IHBS Premier Sale, Roscommon, October 2004 
and sold for €3900

Kilsunny Lass Amber - 1st & Reserve Female 
Champion, National Hereford Show, Tullamore, 
August 2005 (also the venue of the European 
Hereford Conference)

Kilsunny Queen Beverley - 1st & Supreme 
Female Champion, IHBS Premier Sale, 
Roscommon, October 2005 and sold for €2650

Kilsunny Lass Amber - 1st & Reserve Female 
Champion, IHBS Premier Sale, Roscommon, 
October 2005 and sold for €3500

Kilsunny Kathy’s Beauty - 1st & Supreme Female 
Champion and joint top priced heifer at IHBS 
Premier Sale, Roscommon, October 2006 and 
sold for €4000

Kilsunny Lass Champayne - Joint top priced 
heifer at IHBS Premier Sale, Roscommon, 
October 2006 and sold for €4000

Kilsunny Lass Gem - 1st & Reserve All-Ireland 
National Hereford Heifer Champion, National 
Hereford Show, Tullamore, August 2010

Kilsunny Goliath - 1st & Reserve Male Champion, 
Beef Expo Ireland, Kilkenny, October 2010 

Kilsunny Queen Carnation - 1st & Reserve 
Female Champion, National Hereford Show, 
Tullamore, August 2012

Kilsunny Lass Isobel - Reserve All-Ireland 
National Hereford Heifer Champion, National 
Hereford Show, Tullamore, August 2012

Kilsunny Doreen’s Ivy - 1st & Supreme Female 
Champion and top priced heifer at IHBS Premier 
Sale, Roscommon, October 2012 and sold for 
€4000

Kilsunny Lass Lily - 1st & Senior Female 
Champion & Reserve Supreme Female 
Champion, National Hereford Calf Show, 
Tullamore, November 2015

Kilsunny Lleyton - Reserve Junior Male 
Champion & Reserve Supreme Male Champion, 
National Hereford Calf Show, Tullamore, 
November 2015

Kilsunny Lass Nadia - 1st & Reserve Female 
Champion, IHBS Premier Sale, Tullamore, 
October 2017 and sold for €3400

Kilsunny Noble - 1st & Junior Male Champion & 
Reserve Supreme Male Champion, National 
Hereford Calf Show, Tullamore, November 2017

Kilsunny Doreen’s Odette - 1st & Supreme 
Female Champion, IHBS Premier Sale, Tullamore, 
October 2019 and sold for €3300

The Kilsunny herd has also won many Munster 
titles (including the 2019 Munster Senior Female 
& 2019 Munster Junior Female of the Year) and 
many other 1st prizes at Tullamore (only 
championships are listed above), including most 
recently a hat-trick of 1st prize wins from 
renowned show cow, Kilsunny Lass Lily from 
August 2017 - August 2019. 

The Kilsunny herd is also very active on social 
media, chronicling the daily life on the farm to 
over 72,000 followers on Instagram alone with a 
combined total following of almost 100,000 users 
across several social media platforms. A 
significant percentage of new clients are found 
through social media, which has been particularly 
useful during the cancellation of the show and 
sale circuit in 2020 due to Covid-19. Kilsunny 
Herefords will be delighted to offer a selection of 
5 star, easy calving bulls (with many suitable for 
pedigree use) and a small selection of yearling, 5 
star, show standard heifers (many from the well-
known Lass family) for sale in the 
summer/autumn of 2020.
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Irish Hereford Youth 
Development Programme
The Irish Hereford breed Society is delighted to 
be able to launch the Hereford Youth Club 2021. 
With the uncertain year that was 2020 and with 
all physical events being cancelled - the 
programme was left on the back burner along 
with lots of events nationwide in abide to wait for 
more normal times. 

But the society feels it is time to push on and 
adapt to the ‘new’ normal and the changes that 
are happening.

The first step was to meet with the young 
breeders who will benefit from this programme & 
get involved and hear what they want and need 
from a youth programme which is vitally 
important. This was a fantastic opportunity to 
meet with young people & hear all of their ideas, 
of which there were a lot of very positive and 
strong ideas for both the short and long term.

To kick off and to make use of time during travel 
restrictions, there are several online modules 
being ran during the Government Lockdown 
which are relevant to young Hereford breeders 
including a range of useful topics i.e. Professional 
show photography, promotion & advertising, 
Veterinary medicine, Calf-rearing, bull health & 
breeder safety, Cattle nutrition etc. These short 
tutorials include a guest speaker, professionals in 
their field giving a short presentation followed by 
Q&A session.

Both the Society and the young breeders 
currently involved are delighted to have Irish 
Hereford Prime involved also. This adds a vital 
dimension to the whole programme and 
incorporates the commercial side of farming as 
well as the pedigree breeding angle. Future plans 
include tutorials & competitions including carcase 
grading & weights, visiting abattoirs & seeing the 
process from farm to fork while looking at 
commercial systems on farm to name just a few 
ideas in the pipeline.

For the moment guidelines are being adhered to 
and virtual catch-ups and plans are the safest 
method to work with but the Society are hopeful 
that a physical event of some sort will be held for 
young people to meet and get to know each 
other towards the end of the year, if government 
guidelines permit.

Everyone is welcome to join so why not come 
along to one of our tutorials which are currently 
being run and see for yourself what is involved! 
Contact Louise in the IHBS via e-mail at; 
irishhereford@gmail.com or via the IHBS 
Facebook and/or Instagram Page.

Watch out on the Irish Hereford Website, 
Facebook & Instagram Page for updates & keep 
an eye out for further developments as the year 
progresses on.
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In Other News

During February 2020 the society were delighted to welcome visitors from Russia who were Russian 
farmers & exporters.

Pat Farrell of Doonavareen Herefords, Co. Leitrim, had a successful year when he sold two Hereford bulls 
(as photographed here) to an AI station in Italy in August 2020.
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Knockmountagh Chief wins the title of 
Scottish Stock Bull of the Year.

There has been great success recently for one 
Irish bred Hereford bull abroad.

Knockmountagh Chief, the 2013 Tullamore Show 
National Hereford Bull Calf Champion, has seven 
years later, been judged the 2020 Best Stock Bull 
in the Scottish Hereford Breeders’ Association’s 
herd competition.

Bred by Eamon & John McKiernan of 
Knockmountagh & Knockmanta Herefords, 
Louth; Mr. Bill Andrew of Arranview Herefords 
purchased Chief in 2013 after taking a shine to 
him at the National Hereford Show in Tullamore. 
Following the success of the 2013 Champion; 
Knockmanta 1 Handsome was purchased this 
year to join Chief at the Arranview Herd as Junior 
Stock Bull.

It is very exciting to see Irish bloodlines making 
waves across the water and it is exceptional for 
such a senior bull to be awarded this title.

The Society wish the McKiernans & Arranview 
continued success with their Louth bred bulls.

St. Dominics Bullshot Challenge 2020

On 4th October 2020 - St. Dominics GAA Club 
carried out a bullshot challenge fundraiser, 
whereby a section of the GAA pitch was divided 
up into squares and each square was numbered. 
Each ticket purchased for the fundraiser was 
allocated a random square number. From there, 
Keenagh Percy came to the fore and was put out 
on the pitch and whatever square he pooped on 
was the winner of €1000. While the weather was 
definitely not in favour, Percy wasn’t deterred. 
There was a question of stage fright, but more 
than 2 hours later Percy came good and made 
one lucky person €1000 richer.

Well done to Keenagh Percy & all involved from 
Kenagh St. Dominics GAA Club - couldn’t have 
chosen a quieter fella for the job.

Hereford is hugely renowned for their good 
temperament & docility - a perfect choice for the 
Bullshot Challenge.

Wedding Announcement!

Covid-19 Restrictions unfortunately altered or 
postponed nearly all planned events for the latter 
half of 2020. However, one couple, like the cattle 
they breed, kept thriving on! Padraic McKenna of 
Lisgoagh Herefords and his beautiful wife Kerrie-
Anne tied the knot last November. The Society 
would like to extend huge congratulations and 
wish the couple a lifetime of good health & 
happiness together!
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Bord Bia Farmer Newsletter - 
Winter 2020 Edition

AI - New Additions

There have been some new 
worthy addition to AI stations in 
recent months - ready to use in 
herds across the country in 
2021, including;

Deelish 1 Teddybear (HE6856) 
has joined the team of bulls at 
Eurogene AI Services. Bred by 
Michael Dullea of Deelish 
Herefords, Cork; this March 
2019 born & five-star bull is sired 
by Solpoll 1 Lawman. Teddybear 
has a Dairy Beef-Index value of 
€73.

Appel 1 Superstar (HE7137) 
has introduced Hereford 
genetics to the list of bulls 
standing in Coney Island 
Genetics. Superstar was bred by 
John Appelbe of Appel 
Herefords, Cork. This young bull, 
born December 2019, is sired by 
Fabb 1 Northern Star & is also 
ranking in the five star category.

Avillepoll 1 Neal 2 (HE6619) 
was recently bought into Dovea 
Genetics. Neal was bred by 
Joseph Deverell & family of 
Ballyaville & Avillepoll 1 

Herefords, Offaly. Described by 
the AI company as an “exciting 
new Hereford polled sire 
steeped in easy calving 
bloodlines” - this August 2019 
born & five star bull was sired by 
Castledaly King. 

Well done to & the very best of 
luck to Eurogene AI, Coney 
Island Genetics, Dovea Genetics 
& all their customers using these 
straws.

Deelish 1 Teddybear (HE6856) Appel 1 Superstar (HE7137) Avillepoll 1 Neal 2 (HE6619)

Corlismore Commander

Purchased by Trillick Herefords 
in conjunction with Kye 
Herefords. This is the 5th bull 
bought in partnership by the duo 
following on from; 

Freetown Hotspur
Freetown Nevada
Pulham Ranger 
Glaslough Rooney  

All have been a great success & 
the duo is sure Commander will 
follow suit.
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World Hereford Conference 
2020 - NZ

Reflections on WHC NZ 2020
by Larry Feeney

The looking forward to an event is very often filled 
with excitement and anticipation. New things to 
experience, new people to meet, new areas to 
explore, enjoy and take delight in. We had 
prepared for the trip, our youth team was ready for 
action though with no high expectations other than 
to represent their fellow breeders well, make new 
friends and contacts across the globe, participate 
in the action learning as much as possible and 
enjoying what could be the experience of a lifetime. 
The Youth team sponsors Slaney Foods had been 
on board for some time and were very supportive.

What an outstanding organising team of New 
Zealanders ably assisted by their Scottish manager 
Posy, ensured that all events were carefully 
planned and ran smoothly with apparent ease. No 
event such as this ever does but it’s the 
competence of those in the background who 
make it appear so. Without a major sponsor, 
hosting such an event is just not possible. In this 
instance major sponsors Boehringer Ingelheim 
played a major part in the overall success of the 
event. 

The youth element of the conference must stand 
out as a tremendous success. It is in these young 
participants and their colleagues in each of their 
home countries that we place our hope and trust 
to ensure the continued success and future of the 
Hereford cattle breed. The tasks set out as part of 
their programme throughout the trip culminating at 
Wanaka show were well thought out and designed 
with purpose. Hearty congratulations to the home 
team which acquitted itself so well. The feedback 
from the participants should be taken on board in 
preparation for the event in Kansas City which will 
be held in conjunction with their Junior National 
Hereford Expo in July 2024. The Hereford Junior 
program in the US is very well developed and 
promises to be an exciting setting for the event.

The Irish group had chosen to join the pre-tour 
which set out from Auckland in the company of 
Hereford breeders and enthusiasts from across the 
world. What a friendly and informative bunch from 
both the Northern and Southern hemispheres 
willing to share their experiences of producing 

Hereford cattle across five continents. The 
challenges are very often different due to climatic 
conditions or market requirements but it became 
clear as the days progressed that Hereford 
genetics in the hands of competent producers are 
well up to the challenges.

The tour opened with a visit to the Craigmore Stud 
on the invitation of the Henderson family. This herd 
established 50 years ago has well established lines 
of breeding and places strong emphasis on 
performance and genomics. A very welcome 
lunch, then our tour co-ordinator Phil Barnett had 
us scrambling for the bus to keep our schedule.  
Phil with Irish born wife Lyn own and run the Kaitoa 



Hereford stud on their 1175ha Te Mangahuia 
Station. Their 18, year old daughter Niamh was the 
youngest member of the NZ Hereford Youth team. 
The family are passionate about their Herefords. 
Lyn entertained the tour group on several 
occasions with her Irish wit and energy.

When last I visited Bushy Downs in the company 
of a few other Irishmen we were chaperoned by 
New Zealander and bundle of energy Jan Wills 
former Secretary General of the World Hereford 
Council. Jan has now passed on to stir things up 
in another sphere while we viewed the herd once 
again. Owners of this 340-hectare property Robert 
and Marian Port are as welcoming as ever having 
moved one side to allow the third generation Kelvin 
and Cynthia Port manage the property. Founded in 
1943 one can sense the history of this horned herd 
which has some Canadian influence running 
through which is very recognisable to the Irish.

The afternoon was free to explore Rotorua, the 
town, the parks and the thermal springs with an 
opportunity to view a terrific display of Maori 
culture in the evening where some of the visiting 
party participated and became momentarily more 
native that the indigenous people themselves.

The Charwell Polled Herd was very well presented 
and most convenient to view as soon as we 
arrived. Some of the bloodlines on display were 
not as familiar to us but were working well here. 
The 800-hectare property is owned by Peter and 
Pennie Davies and is home to the Charwell Herd 
which is one of NZ’s oldest. Founded in 1919 at 
Kaikoura in the South Island by Peter’s 
grandfather. In 1936 his father Tom purchased a 

son of ‘Royal Gem’ one of the first polled Hereford 
bulls imported into New Zealand and the rest as 
they say is history. 

The afternoon was a feast of culture at the Te Puia 
Centre with combined performances of singing, 
dancing, the Haka and ample supplies of delicious 
food and refreshment prior to retiring for the 
evening. 

It was most interesting to revisit the Kairuru Polled 
herd after a number of years to view the 
developments in the herd over the intervening 
period. Irish breeders had used a Kairuru bull to 
good advantage over a number of seasons. The 
thickness and easy fleshing of the bull used was 
visible in the stock on display for our visit.

A brief visit to the Huka Falls on route through the 
Waikato from Kairuru via the wine growing region 
of Hawke’s Bay to Napier was an exhilarating 
experience. The volume and sheer strength of the 
water racing down the ravine held one in awe.
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In the park between 
our Hotel in Napier 
and the seashore 
stands a monument 
to commemorate the 
people of Hawke’s 
Bay who lost their 
lives in the South 
African War 1899 to 
1902. The 
monument also 
remembers William 
Lee Plunket, 5th 
Baron Plunket who 
was a British 

diplomat and 14th Governor of New Zealand from 
1904 to 1910. An Irish man born in Dublin and 
educated at Harrow and Trinity College, Dublin, he 
was the son of William 4th Lord Plunket and his 
wife Anne, the daughter of Benjamin Lee Guinness 
of the Irish brewing dynasty. William Lee Plunket’s 
second cousin Arthur Guinness happened at that 
time to be the Speaker of the New Zealand House 
of Representatives. The inscription also noted that 
the monument was shattered by an earthquake in 
1931 a stark reminder of more recent events in 
Christchurch and Taupo in 2011.

Sometime following 
our departure from 
Napier, we travelled 
through un-
characteristically dry 
countryside. The 
parched land was 
unexpected as our 
vision of NZ is of 
green grass more 
akin to that one sees 

in Ireland. Granted it was autumn but it was still a 
surprise to see the countryside so brown. On 
arrival at the Koanui one of the larger herds in NZ 
the cattle were penned and displayed in lots 
facilitating easy access. Koanui bloodlines have 
been exported to Europe and North America. 
Blueprint was used to good effect in a number of 
Irish herds.

Onwards the tour travelled through some very 
interesting hill country arriving to a feast in the 
Otapawa shearing shed. What a venue for a party 
and our hosts Don and Marlene Robbie with Scott, 
Maria, Douglas & Dara game to go. Scott Robbie 
was to be our cattle judge the following week at 
the Wanaka show where he was decisive and 
surefooted in his choices. This large Beef and 
sheep property with views of the Puketoi Ranges 
also does Farm-stay and Backpacker 
accommodation. This herd of 220 breeding 
females are worked on medium to steep hill 
country which give them a hardiness and strong 
constitution that stand them in good stead in 
whichever area they find a new home. Studbrook 
D’Artagnion V086 has had a significantly 
successful influence on the herd with progeny 
exported across the world. The herd engages in an 
extensive embryo transfer program with some 
considerable success. The property also carries 
17,000 ewes and a further 1,200 commercial 
cattle. The sheep enterprise at Otapawa includes 
Perendale and Poll Dorset Sheep Studs. Don & 
Marlene in what for them is semi-retirement have 
become regulars at World Hereford and European 
Hereford events over the past 20/25 years where 
they have built up a host of contacts from across 
the world. An exciting feature of the property is 
Marlene’s garden which was viewed by many of 
the visitors who declared themselves most 
impressed with the variety of flowers in bloom and 
the carefully manicured lawns and hedgerows. The 
cattle production system is grass based with some 
hay during the harsh winter period. Scott says 
choosing a superior sire is paramount to any 
breeding programme. 
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The final herd visit on the following day was to Te 
Taumata Hereford Stud. This property also runs 
Romney and Border Leicester sheep on its rolling 
hill country. The polled herd was established 60 
years ago and like the majority of NZ herds runs an 
annual on farm bull sale in a purpose-built facility. 
Te Taumata Deluxe is a thick big ended easy 
fleshing sire which has been used to good effect 
for five seasons now and stamped his mark on the 
herd. 

Onwards to Queenstown and what a picturesque 
setting for this international event. If you haven’t 
been then you should add it to your to do list along 
with Milford Sound. The more serious Business 
meetings took place here over a number of days 
with serious and weighty talks and presentations 
by some of the world’s leading geneticists and 
animal production researchers. These covered a 
wide range of subjects including Multi Country 
Genomic evaluation, Progeny testing, grazing 
management, beef production, carbon and the 
environment, the future prosperity of the Hereford 
breed and the future of beef. Any within breed 
change in selection practices will take five or more 
years to influence terminally-sired beef market and 
ten or more years to influence maternal attributes. 
Change or turnaround in cattle genetics is a much 
slower process in the cattle industry than in its 
meat producing competitors’ chicken or pigs.

The Country Reports 
were interspersed 
between the various 
talks throughout 
these days and can 
be most interesting 
providing a valuable 
insight into Hereford 
activities and 
challenges across 
the world. The 
delivery of such 
reports by the 
representatives of 
countries whose first 
language is not 

English can be quite daunting for some particularly 
those a little unsure or unfamiliar with addressing 

an international audience of 300 or more. I am 
constantly in awe of their bravery and 
perseverance in a language that can be quite 
difficult to master.

The Delegates meeting was a well-run efficient 
affair where changes and adjustments to the WHC 
Constitution were considered, discussed and 
adopted with further discussions and reviews 
approved. A world Hereford evaluation project 
formed a central theme within the discussions. The 
achievement of such a goal just may be possible. 
Initial work on this project was carried out several 
years ago prior to more recent developments in 
genomics and in computer technology. The 
American Hereford Association put forward a 
proposal that it would be happy to host the next 
WHC event in 2024. This proposal was 
enthusiastically welcomed by all in attendance. The 
meeting selected a new incumbent for the office of 
Secretary General to fill the position during the 
following four years leading up to the event in 
Kansas City, USA. 

By way of respite from the more serious business a 
visit was arranged to the Locharburn Horned Herd 
of Geof and Joyce Browne a no-nonsense couple 
with a tremendous sense of humour who love their 
cattle. Geof or ‘Brownie’ as he is known is Vice 
Chairman of Hereford Prime New Zealand and one 
of its staunchest promoters and supporters.

The herd comprises about 250 registered cows 
Committed Horned Hereford breeders they keep a 
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close eye on calving ease and IMF along with 
structural soundness. The intricacies of scanning 
for IMF were demonstrated illustrating how the 
scan results can differ from the perceived visual 
assessment. Quiet an educational evening. A 
further herd visit to Earnscleugh Station where we 
were welcomed by owner Duncan Campbell 
provided a very valuable insight into Grazing 
management and the wool business. 

On display were wool fleeces which included one 
from a Wether Hogget weighing 2.4kg - 10.4-
micron, which to the amazement of many 
unfamiliar with wool prices had a total fleece value 
of NZ $3,520.00. The mind boggles. 

A sincere thank you to NZ President Colin Corney, 
WHC Conference Chairman Philip Shepherd, 
Manager Posy and their team who certainly went 
far and beyond the call of duty to ensure the 
success of the conference and to display New 
Zealand Herefords, Hereford Prime beef, NZ 
Hereford Association members, and the country 
itself in such a positive and constructive way.
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World Secretary General - 
Larry Feeney
The Society are delighted to announce that our 
very own, long standing Secretary; Larry Feeney, 
has been elected as the incoming Secretary 
General for the World Hereford Council. Larry will 
lead the Council for the next 4 years right up to 
the next World Hereford Conference which will be 
held in Kansas, USA in July 2024.

Larry has over 40 years experience as Secretary 
of the Irish Society & a wealth of knowledge & 
experience in both Irish and World Agriculture 
and in particular the Pedigree Breeding of 
Herefords. Larry has been more than dedicated 
and supportive to the Irish Society & the breed in 
general in his time & we know he will bring the 
same values to this new post & do a tremendous 
job.

We all wish Larry the very best of luck in this new 
role & look forward to travelling on this journey 
with him and the World Council.

Many thanks to the outgoing Secretary General - 
Jose Bonico, for all his help & hard work over the 
past 8 years.

During an interview with Laura Boyer, marketing 
& Development manager for the UK Hereford 
Society, Larry outlines his plans and aspirations 
for his term in office;

Why did you stand for WSG?
For some time in advance of the conference I 
had a number of approaches from various 
member countries asking if I would consider 
putting my name forward for the position. I 
thought about it for a number of months and 
talked to my family about it before deciding to 
put my name forward. Having attended 
conferences held at various venues across the 
world I was aware of the opportunities to learn 
from the experiences of others and how the 
interchange of ideas and technology could be 
beneficial to the breed worldwide. From an 
administrative point of view, I could see that the 
constitution as written at an earlier world 
conference in Dublin almost 60 years ago could 
benefit from updating to fit today’s world. I felt 
that perhaps I could influence some changes.

What is your experience within the Irish 
Hereford Breed Society? 
I have worked with the Irish Hereford Society 
now for forty years man and boy experiencing 
the ebb and flow of the breed as market 
influences varied over time. These are very often 
influenced by health issues which come to the 
fore for a period of time then fade as new issues 
take their place. Agricultural research projects 
also influence changes in emphasis and in 
production systems. One of the major influences 
on the Hereford breed was the adoption by the 
EU in the 1970’s of the EU animal carcass 
grading system. It seems clear now with 
hindsight that the adoption by the EU of a beef 
grading system favourable to continental or 
French cattle breeds was a major political coup 
at the time placing British breeds including the 
Hereford at a disadvantage. Thankfully given the 
success of the Certified Hereford beef 
programmes in Ireland and the UK the Hereford’s 
fantastic eating quality, taste and flavour has 
brought the breed back up to its rightful place in 
the minds and hearts of the consumer. Irish 
Hereford breeders are a resilient lot who work 
extremely hard at their chosen profession and are 
committed to the breed. They make what they 
do seem so easy that new entrants to the breed 
can be quite surprised following their becoming 
members at the level of commitment and 
dedication required to become successful 
breeders. The friendships and camaraderie built 
up amongst members is a joy to behold and 
experience.

Larry feeney with out going Sec Gen Jose Bonica
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When I first joined Irish Herefords there was a 
much closer alliance with the ‘Hereford Herd 
Book Society’ as it was then known and the Irish 
Hereford Breed Society. Over the years therefore 
there has always been a very close working 
relationship with the UK. It has been my good 
fortune to have over the years had the 
opportunity to visit Hereford House, various 
shows across the UK and NI, to visit many UK 
herds becoming friends with the staff at Hereford 
House and with many UK Hereford breeders and 
also to attend a number of European Hereford 
events hosted by UK breeders.

With Irish Herefords I have had the opportunity to 
attend the various World Hereford Events held 
since Cape Town in 1992, which took place in 
under the watchful eye of Jimmy Basson and 
Hans Koster. Jimmy Basson’s daughter 
Alexandra and husband John currently run the 
successful Ervie herd in Scotland. The Koster 
family who operate Vicedale Herefords in SA are 
still prominent at WHC level with Hinner, Heiko 
and Este van Marie-Koster representing South 
African Herefords at the most recent event in 
New Zealand. Whilst it was an onerous task to 
host the European Hereford Conference here in 
Ireland in 2005 it was a real pleasure for me to 
welcome from across Europe and beyond so 
many new and also familiar faces whom I had 
previously met at various Hereford events 
elsewhere and who ensured a successful event 
in Ireland. Being a founder member and first 
secretary of Irish Hereford Prime is a source of 
pride and achievement given the success of the 
brand from humble beginnings in 1997. ‘Hereford 
Prime’ as a global brand for Hereford beef was 
floated at the WHC in Fort Collins, in 1996.

What does it mean to you to have been 
appointed?
It is a great honour to be appointed to such a 
prestigious position within the World Hereford 
Council representing the Hereford breed which 
has such a profile historically and continues to be 
one of the world’s foremost beef breeds. Very 
few beef breeds are produced across the five 
continents in such varying climates and so 
successfully as the Hereford. The challenges vary 
greatly due to climate, the financial and political 
state of the country, market demands and 
distance from markets if an exporting country. 
The challenges faced are so different that it 
behoves each country to mould the Hereford and 
its marketing program to fit the conditions 
available. The range of genetics within the breed 
make this possible. The appointment is also a 
vote of confidence by one’s peers which I hope is 
not misplaced.

What do you wish to achieve during your 
term?
I guess the development and expansion of a 
youth element at World level would be high on 
the wish list. The large group attending the event 
in NZ added a new vitality to the proceedings 
and were outstanding ambassadors for the 
countries they represented and for the Hereford 
breed. It is in these younger Hereford enthusiasts 
we place our hopes and trust for the future of the 
breed. These young people are in general more 
highly educated and have greater access to 
computers and science than the current or 
previous generations so will have many 
advantages as a result. With that, they will have 
new challenges provided by technology, by 
politics and the world order. 

The advancement of a World Hereford Evaluation 
project if it can be achieved would be high on the 
list. A similar project was undertaken following 
the WHC in Australia in 2004. A considerable 
budget was provided with each participating 
country contributing to the funding. Issues with 
animal identity numbers and computing capacity 
identified then should be ironed out going 
forward. Advancements in genomics have 
created a whole new perspective and information 
source which should ensure better outcomes.

A review of the WHC constitution was required 
as I believe it required updating. There was a lack 
of continuity from one conference to the next in 
that committees formed at a WHC meeting were 
required to be disbanded at the end of a 
conference. This issue amongst others has been 
addressed in the revised constitution under the 
chairmanship of NZ, WHC Chairman Philip 
Shepherd since March last and will be for 
ratification by member countries early in 2021. 

Communication or sharing of information 
between countries could and can be improved. 
Countries in which Herefords are not as 
numerous as others lack the resources of 
countries with the larger Hereford populations 
and do not have the same access to information 
and technology. The seeds of Irish Hereford 
Prime were sown in 1996 at the WHC in Fort 
Collins, USA. 

What challenges face the breed at a global 
level?
The buzz words now are ‘climate change’, 
‘carbon emissions’, etc., all are issues in which 
the beef cow in particular is seen as public 
enemy number one. These issues provide 
challenges in relation to production, perception 
and promotion. 
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An increasing world population provides 
challenges in relation to food production whether 
that be in agriculture as we know it or through 
new technologies in products and or artificial 
means of production. Changing eating patterns 
with Europe in particular moving towards 
veganism while other countries which have an 
increasing affluent society consuming more meat 
will provide uncertainty for several years to come.

What opportunities face the Hereford?
The Hereford has shown itself to be a resilient 
breed over the past 200 years and has the 
capability to adapt to changes in production, 
changes in market conditions and its capacity to 
handle climate as diverse as the subtropical 
regions of Brazil and the colder climates of 
Canada or Kazakhstan. While some media would 
have us believe the world is over populated with 
cattle there are vast areas of poorly stocked or 
underutilized grassland unsuited to arable 
production which can be used to provide 
increasing quantities of grass produced beef to 
feed the world. Current research indicates that as 
currently computed dairy/beef i.e. Hereford cross 
dairy has a lower carbon footprint than beef from 
the beef herd. This currently favours systems in 
Ireland the UK and NZ in which the Hereford sire 
is widely used across the dairy herd. 
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Young Breeders Competition 
2020 - New Zealand

Eoin Lynch (Team Leader), Sinead Conry, Michael Barrett & Katie Brady 
represented Ireland at the World Hereford Conference in Queenstown 
New Zealand from 7th-14th March 2020 and competed in the Young 
Handlers Competition. The Team competed against the best teams from 
around the globe including; New Zealand (2 teams), Australia (2 teams), 
USA, Denmark, UK & Sweden.

The week began for the Team with a day of team building activities with 
the other 8 teams including laser tag & go-karting.

The next day was down to business with module competitions including; 
Butchering, genetics & essay writing at Waiau Herefords. The crew were 
given a guided tour of the stud & competed in a quiz to end the day.

Monday kicked off at Monymusk Herefords with a farm tour followed by 
the Stock & Fleece judging competition before joining the Conference 
Welcome Reception. Each team had to deliver their reasoning behind 
their judgements.
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Tuesday, the focus was creating & presenting a powerpoint on the 
‘Rural/Urban Divide’ - an issue facing each country today. Each team 
were allocated the same amount of time to compile their points & then 
they delivered their findings & solutions to the entire group. The winning 
team then went on to present to the entire Conference; well done to 
team USA for a very interesting & unique Presentation. Each of the teams 
than joined the conference attendees aboard the TSS Earnslaw and onto 
Walter Peak Station for a gala dinner.

Wednesday was somewhat of a ‘Free’ day for the Young Handler teams 
- each of them went jet boating on Lake Wakatipu in the morning along 
with some free time to explore Arrowtown - an old time Mining town. In 
the afternoon they travelled to join the conference at Locharburn horned 
Hereford stud for a demonstration of scanning for intramuscular fat & a 
talk from Allflex tagging representatives on the use of their monitoring 
systems to improve the health & welfare of stock. The teams then 
traveled onto Wanaka to prepare for the rest of the week.

The focus of Thursday was stalling the heifers, choosing heifers for 
showing, preparing the heifers for showing & the clipping competition in 
the Wanaka showgrounds. This was a great opportunity for the teams to 
get hands on, delegate responsibilities and showcase their talents & 
skills. Each team clipped the heifers according to home cultures & it was 
fantastic to see the differences between each country. Again, each team 
had to deliver the reasoning behind the areas they clipped on the heifer.

Friday was D-Day - Wanaka A&P Show. Each Young Handler prepared 
their heifer & walked them in the show ring in their allocated class. There 
were 4 classes with 1 member from each team in each class. The 
Standard of the Young Handlers was very high & each of the Young 
breeders were very even in their skills & capabilities. This made for an 
interesting competition and a very hard job for the judge. The day 
finished off with the Hereford classes & prize giving, followed by a live 
auction of merchandise to raise funds for the New Zealand Youth 
Programme - a real treat to round off a fantastic week for all delegates. 
Congratulations to all class winners & New Zealand Youth Programme.
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Team Ireland worked hard all week - showcasing their talents, home 
culture & passion along with experiencing new tasks and learning new 
skills. The team were a credit to both themselves and the Society & 
proved to be true ambassadors for Irish Herefords. This was an 
invaluable experience for our Young Breeders & they have made 
memories and friends for life along with learning new skills and learning 
about Herefords around the globe. The Irish Hereford Society would 
like to say a huge thanks to Slaney Foods International for sponsoring 
the team and making this dream a reality for each of them.

Well done to Team New Zealand on winning the Young Handlers Competition 2020 & also to Team 
Australia on winning Reserve Champions.

The Society are hopeful this will be the beginning of a great tradition for Young Hereford breeders from 
around the world and will open up more opportunities for the youth.

Credit is due to all in the New Zealand Hereford Society, New Zealand Hereford Prime, Boehringer 
Ingelheim, PGG Wrightson, Allflex & all behind the scenes for pulling out all the stops and making this an 
incredible & opportunistic competition for all young Hereford breeders worldwide.

A huge thanks is extended to all who sponsored & supported the Irish Team along this journey including; 
Slaney Foods International, Clippers Ireland, Ballyjamesduff Co-op, Farm Wardrobe, Grianan Herefords, 
Gurteragh Herefords, Peter O’Connell, Cork Marts (Bandon), Balleen Herefords, Tynan Meats, Thomas 
Duffy (Macra na Feirme President), all Irish Hereford breeders & all behind the scenes.
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Blog Posts
Eoin Lynch, Michael Barrett, Sinead Conry, & Katie Brady, travelled to New Zealand in March 2020 to 
represent Ireland and compete in the Young Breeders Competition at the World Hereford Conference 
against teams from around the World, while being kindly sponsored by Slaney Foods International. Read 
each of their accounts of the experience below.

Eoin Lynch (Team Leader)
“For myself it was the element of not knowing what 
was ahead of us for each day of the trip is what 
made the journey so exciting and memorable. With 
each sunny morning came a different herd to visit, 
more people to meet and a new experience every 
day.

In the first leg of our journey, Katie, Sinead and I 
toured the north Island accompanied by other 
Hereford enthusiasts from America, Canada, UK, 
Europe and the southern hemisphere. Together we 
visited many herds and got an insight into the New 
Zealand way of farming Herefords. The acreage 
farmed by many of the breeders in the north was well over one thousand and herds of breeding cows 
running up to seven hundred in some cases. With little rainfall throughout the year making it difficult for 
many crops to grow, much of the land was predominantly farmed for the dairy industry making it a major 
target market for most Hereford breeders in the north. Like many dairy farmers do at home here in 
Ireland, the dairy farmers in New Zealand also calve their heifers at two years of age and this has 
encouraged many of the Hereford breeders to do likewise as they felt the breeding values that their bulls 
carried would match the breeding values of their customers herd. The key traits these breeders were 
targeting included a low birthweight calf and a short gestation pregnancy.

In recent years there was a significant number of Hereford breeders transitioned from breeding horned 
Herefords to breeding polled Herefords. This was greatly influenced by recent regulations in the country 
forbidding the disbudding of cattle without veterinary assistance. I thought there was a significant 
difference between the type of Herefords that the horned and polled breeders were producing across the 
country and when I put the question to one particular breeder of how they found the transition they 
responded with “we find ourselves trying to breed polled Herefords that have all the characteristics of a 
horned Hereford”.

We didn’t get to see any horned Herefords until we flew to the South Island. Although there were many 
dairy farmers on the south island, there was many more commercial herds in the area that had the 
Hereford breeders targeting a different market. The Hereford breeders selling bulls to the commercial 
farmers put a major emphasis towards producing Hereford’s with a large eye muscle area, high 
intramuscular fat and rib fat cover. With estimated breeding values or EBV’s being of high importance with 
most breeders, each year the breeders would scan their cattle for eye muscle area, intermuscular fat and 
rib fat, record this information and would then allocate an accurate EBV to each animal in the herd. The 
conference organized a live demonstration of recording these EBV’s for us. Three heifers that were of the 
same age and upbringing were weighed to determine their live weight gain and were then scanned for 
eye muscle area, rib fat and intramuscular fat by an ultrasound technician. Although the three heifers were 
similar in weight, the scan determined that two of the heifers had a significantly larger eye muscle area 
and greater intramuscular fat and rib fat cover which was not evident by visual inspection. The result 
indicated that one heifer performed poorly in each of the scans and therefore would not be retained in the 
herd for breeding. Their goal was to produce Herefords that require a low input for them to thrive and 
mature.

The young breeder’s competition itself was a great way for each of the countries representatives to 
showcase the different approach we each had when faced with tasks. There was many 6:00am starts to 
the week and many action-packed days but it was all a great build up to the main event at Wanaka 
Show. I was delighted to rank 8th in the stock judging and 9th best herdsperson with very little between 
the 36 of us. There was a lot to be learned by watching the other teams perform throughout the week 
and it certainly gave me some tricks that will be useful for farming here at home.



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

95

Our last point of call before our journey home was to the visit Pute Nascar N13 in the Silverstream Herd. 
An animal I would consider to be an excellent example of the modern Hereford. He had a good balance 
of muscle and softness that’s rare to find. Nascar has a terrific carcase and would score well with the 
grading system used here in Ireland, he stood strong on all fours as he paraded himself around the field 
with a proud locomotion. We also viewed the up and coming young bulls in the Silverstream herd and 
there was a quality bunch of uniform bull’s present out of Gay Olympus H105, the very same sire as Pute 
Nascar N13 himself.   

Looking back at the journey I feel team Ireland have did extremely well to be competing at the same level 
as our fellow experienced competitors. We made some great friends and contacts from all around the 
world that will stand to us in the years to come. I would like to say a special thanks to Slaney Foods 
International, members of the Irish Hereford Society and to all those who played a part in getting us out 
there. There were many months of planning and a lot of work put into running events in the build up that 
all contributed greatly to the experience.”

Michael Barrett
“My trip to the World Hereford conference began on 
the 5th of March 2020 when I set flight from Dublin 
Airport. A short while later, thirty hours to be precise, 
I landed in Queenstown New Zealand.

Will Gibson of Foulden Hill Genetics met me at the 
airport and together we travelled the two hour 
journey down to Te Anau in the South Island of New 
Zealand. Along the journey I got a great insight into 
what the beautiful countryside of New Zealand had 
to offer. There I met the rest of the Irish team, Eoin, 
Katie and Sinead. My first night in New Zealand was 
greeted with drinks and food by a lake side bar in Te 
Anau. We were given a detailed plan of the busy week ahead and a briefing about the various events in 
which we were participating in. The night ended with a song and drink with team members from the other 
participating countries. A couple of hours sleep and off to the modules we went on Sunday morning. 
These modules took place on the Waiau Hereford stud farm.

These modules included tasks such as animal health, fencing, agribusiness, selecting heifers suitable for 
breeding, and the most enjoyable of all, the beef cuts module.

We completed the modules in the morning and were then given a tour of the farm in the afternoon. This 
was a little different from our farm walks back home. We were carried around the 1000 acre farm in a long 
wheel based jeep while listening to the farm details from the farm manager, through the radio in the jeep. 
The scale of the operation was an eye opener for us all. Throughout this tour we got to see some of the 
best polled Hereford cattle that New Zealand had to offer. That evening we participated in an agricultural 
quiz when we arrived back to Te Anau. This was another great evening where we enjoyed food and a 
drink with more Hereford enthusiasts from all parts of New Zealand.

Monday the 9th was Stock judging day on the Monymusk herd of Chris, Jayne and Henry Douglas. 
Within the day’s activities we had to judge a field of bulls, 2 year old heifers and yearling heifers. This was 
accompanied with the judging of sheep, and sheep fleeces. The breeds of sheep varied between 
Romney and Suftex lambs. We then gave our reasoning’s for placing the yearling heifers in front of judges 
and the wider audience on the day.

That night the youth conference joined up with the rest of the World Hereford Conference at a Gala 
welcome reception in Queenstown. We also met the rest of the Irish representatives - Larry, William and 
Louise. We were greeted with a great Maori welcome in which the Haka was performed.

On Tuesday we had an early breakfast overlooking the beautiful countryside that Queenstown has before 
gearing ourselves up for a day of presenting. Each team participating in the youth competition had to give 
a 10 minute presentation to a group of judges to address the title - ‘If you were in a position of influence, 
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what would you do to bridge the divide in agriculture between rural and urban people’. The remainder of 
Tuesday we had a small bit of free time to explore Queenstown. Eoin and I decided to show Sinead and 
Katie how to play a bit of pitch and putt, before we took a Skyline lift up to get an ariel view overlooking 
Queenstown. That night, the conference took a boat trip out to a gala dinner. The food, craic and 
comradery that was experienced on the night was one of the highlights of the trip. Thursday we moved 
up the country to Wanaka to prepare for the show days ahead. On route we stopped in a country village 
called Arrowtown, experienced a shotover (Speedboat) Jet and visited the horned Hereford herd of 
Locharburn.

With the cattle arriving that evening we helped out all the different herds with the washing and stalling of 
cattle.

Thursday brought the clipping competition upon us. We were given two heifers to wash, clip and prepare 
for show day. We then had to give a presentation on why we clipped the heifer the way we did. For us 
show people, it was very interesting to see the great variation in the way that the cattle were being 
presented. That evening we were given our class numbers for show day.

Friday brought with it the Wanaka A and P show. To describe the scene of show day, was like having 
Tullamore show on the Lakes of Killarney. The handling competition was broken up into four heats in 
where the top 3 went through to a finals class. The competition was extremely high with 9 participants in 
each heat. As the show day drew to an end the party moved to a rooftop bar in which we got to have 
food and drinks with many of the cattle owners. Saturday brought an end to my trip. We departed 
Wanaka and headed to Queenstown where I embarked on the journey home. Thirty five hours later I was 
back home in the real capital of Cork. A trip of a lifetime was brought to an end. I would like to thank the 
Irish Hereford Society for giving me the opportunity to represent them on the World stage. I would like to 
thank Slaney foods International  for sponsoring the competition and making the whole trip possible. I 
would like to thank Tom Brennan of Balleen Herefords who gave up of his time to help us prepare as a 
team before New Zealand. I would like to thank all the different Hereford breeders who gave us 
contributions towards our trip and valuable advice ahead of our trip. I would finally like to thank 
Boehringer Ingelheim for organising an unbelievable competition which brought like-minded Hereford 
people together and igniting friendships that will last a lifetime.”

Sinead Conry
“Being afforded the opportunity to travel to New Zealand to represent 
Ireland at the world Hereford conference was a once in a lifetime dream 
come true. New Zealand is an amazing country to travel to, but this trip 
was a trip with a difference. Given the opportunity to mix and get to 
know Hereford breeders from all over the world allowed me to see how 
they carry out different tasks allowing me to learn new ways of farming. 
Farming is a way of life although so many people carry out the 
everyday tasks on a farm setting - it amazed me to see the different 
ways farmers from different countries completed different tasks.

At the Wanaka show while undertaking the clipping competition it was 
so interesting to see that no two teams clipped the animal the same 
way. I think we were all very inquisitive to the other teams as to why 
they did it in that way. Likewise, we got many questions regarding how 
we clipped the heifers and what was the reasoning behind it.

Mixing with the different groups of young Hereford breeders from 
across the world allowed for a whole new communication line to open.

The competition kept us on our toes while we were on the other side of the world. We were tested in 
many different aspects of farming and this also allowed us to see how they carry out different farming 
tasks in New Zealand. Visiting many farms in New Zealand I was blown away by the size of the farms and 
the quality of the land. Although they were experiencing a drought and the land was burnt, while standing 
looking at fields all I could see was flat land for miles. The welcome and generosity of the farmers was 
next to nothing. I felt very at home on the whole trip to New Zealand.
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The highlight of the trip for me was Wanaka show. It was a show like no other that I had ever attended. 
From the view, to the way the show was run, was totally different to what I am used to. The classes in the 
show were very interesting, one that stood out to me was the progeny class where it allowed the breeder 
to show the genetics carried through from generation to generation. I have never seen a class like that 
before.

I was nearly in awe for the whole trip of New Zealand. The views of the country are amazing - it is some 
place I have dreamed of exploring for a long time. Getting to travel to represent Ireland was an amazing 
pleasure and without the Irish Hereford breed society and Slaney Foods International it would not have 
been possible. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Slaney Foods International for giving me this 
once in a lifetime experience.”

Katie Brady
“If you told me this time last year, that I would of be 
chosen to represent the Irish Hereford society in New 
Zealand and while I was  there the whole world 
would go into a lockdown due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, I definitely would have told you that you 
were mad in the head.

I think the moment I was repacking my suitcase in 
the car in the M50 traffic from one that I had burst 
the zip on, an hour before doing last minute packing 
and having to purchase a new one on-route to the 
airport I knew it was going to be an experience of a 
lifetime.

After flying for over 24 hours, we finally landed in Auckland and not even realising my brand new suitcase 
wheels were broken could not have ruined my pure excitement of being in New Zealand.

We soon made are way to the hotel that Eoin had booked, I think if it wasn’t for his great planning  skills I 
would of spent the whole trip running from hotel to hotel last minute looking for a room. The first day was 
spent getting used to the time difference and in my case, buying another suitcase. Yes case number 3.
We only spent one night in Auckland before heading back to the airport to fly to the Bay of Islands in 
Northland. It was in the airport we first met some of the Herefords breeders. It was only a 50 minute flight 
which felt like nothing compared to the one we were after taking a few days earlier.

The Bay of Islands is truly breath-taking, I think it has some of the most stunning views in New Zealand. 
There was only about 30 of us altogether in that group which meant I got to talk and mix with everyone 
on the many farm tours and other activities from walking in Kauri Forests to Dolphin watching. Many of 
the farms were in severe drought and some of the first rain in many weeks came while we were there; it 
was stated that it was us Irish that bought the rain with us.

After an eventful three days in the Bay of Islands it was time to fly back to Auckland. It was here we met 
many of the other people attending the conference. The next day many of the breeders went on the tour 
of the North Island while Eoin, Sinead, Louise and I headed south of Auckland to explore the North island. 
We spent a few days touring around and stopped at Craigmore Herefords while travelling, where we were 
treated to great New Zealand hospitality and enjoyable visit of their farm.

We then flew to Queenstown where the main conference was held. It was also in Queenstown where we 
met all of the other teams of young breeders. First on the agenda was some bonding; go karting was the 
perfect way to start some friendly team banter and competition.

We then were loaded up onto buses and headed to Te Anau. When we arrived in Te Anau our team was 
completed with the arrival of Michael. The next morning it was an early start to travel to Waiau Hereford 
stud for the module day. We got our skills tested in 5 different modules including; fencing, beef cuts, 
genetics, animal health and agribusiness. Later that night was our quiz night where our general 
knowledge on agriculture was tested. It was an early start after a late enjoyable night, this time for our 
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stock judging day. We were given the task of not only judging 3 groups of Herefords but also two groups 
of sheep and a fleece, this was something we were not expecting but we give it our best shot.

It was then time for us to travel back to Queenstown. It was here we had to give a team presentation on 
how we would solve the divide between urban and rural communities in our country. That night we 
attended the gala dinner with all the other delegates from around the world - this was truly a night to 
remember. The next day was the fun; a tourist day for the young members as we enjoyed a day of jet 
boating & visiting Locharburn horned Hereford stud before moving onto Wanaka in preparation for the 
next stage of the competition.

Then it was show day, well the day before the show but this was the day for us to meet our heifers for the 
first time and get used to them before the afternoon’s clipping competition. It was very interesting to see 
how no two teams clipped their heifer in the same way, every country looked for something different in the 
animal and this was very clear in their clipping.

The next day was the show day, all of the other members travel from Queenstown to Wanaka so it was 
good to see some of the people we had met in the last few days again. We also got to show our heifers 
that day at the show which we had been caring for and grooming. This was also a unique experience to 
see how all the different countries showing styles differed. This was an enjoyable day but also a sad day 
as this was the last day with all the other young members that we had become friends with. After one 
final night together we had to say our good byes. We made new friendships all over the world and we all 
have one thing in common, Herefords and the love of farming and breeding Herefords.

The next morning we travelled back to Queenstown, it was a weird feeling as the bus was a lot more 
empty then it had been the previous week as a lot of people had already left to start their journeys home. 
We then flew up to Christchurch - we stayed there for three days. The main reason for visiting 
Christchurch was to visit Sliverstream stud so we could see Pute Nascar N13. This is the bull which 
semen is now available in Ireland to Irish Hereford breeders via the Breed Improvement Scheme. It was 
well worth the trip as he is a very impressive bull. Again, the hospitality of the families in New Zealand was 
excellent and we were made to feel at home on these large stud farms .

I don’t think these words give justice to New Zealand and the people of New Zealand and all the other 
teams from different countries. If I was to write every detail about it I would have a book, I just know that 
this was a once in a lifetime trip that I will remember and treasure for the rest of my life. I would like to 
thank the Irish Hereford Breed Society, Slaney foods International and all of the breeders that gave us 
sponsorship for our travels. To my teammates; Sinead, Eoin and Michael, it was a pleasure and honour to 
represent the Irish Hereford team 2020 with you and special thanks to Louise for all her guidance and 
help along the way and all her assistance in making this trip such a special experience.“





Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

100



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

101



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

102



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

103



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

104



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

105

With thanks & Credit to Laura Bowyer, UK Hereford Society
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Meat Eating Genetic 
Evaluations - Update!
ICBF have proven that after trialing various breeds for Tenderness, Juiciness & Flavour - they can now 
determine that Tenderness has the highest heritability meaning that genetics can directly affect the 
tenderness of beef.

From the research carried out; Herefords have ranked at the top of the table across all breeds for 
tenderness with a result of 85% satisfactory. Docility may also be hugely influential towards this trait. 
The top three Hereford bulls in terms of tenderness scoring have been named as; Moyclare Lucky, 
Moyclare Lieutenant & Gageboro Morgan. Herefords are also ranking at the top of the charts for 
juiciness & flavour (see chart below).

With the trial coming to an end; ICBF have said that the move now is towards having Meat Eating Quality 
data available on animals as they are slaughtered which could link with future payment systems. They 
have also confirmed that work is underway to add this data directly into economic indexes.

***Report & Results credited to Niall Kilrane, ICBF, Monday 18th January 2021***
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Hereford Crosses Will Make 
A Very Profitable Calf-To-
Beef Contribution

There has been good news again for Hereford on 
the Dairy Calf-to -beef system!

The latest Teagasc Green Acres factsheet 
confirms that Hereford cross animals can play an 
important role in driving both cash flow and 
profitability within any calf-to-beef system. 
Hereford and Aberdeen Angus-bred animals 
represent 35% of all the calves born to dairy 
dams in Ireland.

Significantly, heifers can be finished at between 
19 months and 21 months with steers brought 
through for slaughter at either 21 months or 23 
months-of-age.

All these timeframes confirm the opportunity to 
maximise grazed grass intakes with early spring-
born calves. Avoiding the need for a second 
winter feeding period within any calf-to-beef 
system helps reduce costs while, at the same 
time, maximising the margin that can be 
generated from early maturing cattle.

HEIFERS
Where the management of Hereford crossbred 
heifer calves is concerned, finishing off grass at 
19 months to 21 months in October/November 
of the second grazing season is the target to 
meet.

Achieving this target will require a lifetime daily 
gain of 0.8kg. Overall concentrate usage will 
average 450kg per animal.
Grazed grass, silage and concentrates will 
account for 73%, 9% and 18% respectively of 
the animals’ overall diet. Yearling heifers should 
be turned out in spring, achieving a minimum of 
200kg over a 220-day grazing season.

STEERS
Approximately 250,000 Hereford male calves 
come on to the market annually. Research 
conducted in Johnstown Castle has shown that 
steers finished off grass are more profitable than 
their shed-finished counterparts.

February-born male calves are best suited to a 
21-month production period. A lifetime daily gain 
of 0.8kg is required to ensure that the calves are 
finished off grass.

Steers are stored during the first winter on grass 
and silage ad-lib. This can be supplemented with 
1.5-2.0kg of concentrate daily, depending on 
silage quality.

Grazed grass, silage and concentrates account 
for 63%, 19% and 18% respectively of the 
animals’ overall diet.

Where 23-month steer beef is concerned, 
animals will be finished indoors during the period 
December through to February. Carcase weights 
in the region of 300kg should be targeted with an 
O+3= classification.

Again, a lifetime daily gain of 0.8kg will be 
required. Grazed grass, silage and concentrates 
will account for: 52%; 26%; and 22% 
respectively of the animals’ overall diet.

***Full Credit for this article is given to Michael Geary, 
Agriland.ie, published on 24th December at 6:00am.
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Hereford Cross Heifers -Perfect For The 
Butcher Shop!

The O’Rielly Traditional Butcher shop is a self-sufficient operation in 
Kilmacthomas, Co. Waterford. The Shop is stocked with home reared 
cattle that are slaughtered in their own abattoir.

Hereford Cross Heifers are an obvious choice for the butcher shop - 
providing top quality beef for their customers from top quality Heifers.

The owner, Joe O’Rielly, said they choose Hereford cattle to sell in their 
shop because “Herefords when finished give a nice fat coverage which is 
what we want for our country based shop. The fat cover allows us to 
hang the beef on the bone for anything up to 28 days, something you 
can’t do with lean meat. Hereford have a lovely marble in the meat and a 
rich red colour which is appealing to the eye of customers. The 
carcasses aren’t as big as the continental breeds either and finish fast off 
grass. Smaller carcasses mean smaller cuts of meat, keeping the price 
down for customers. Herefords are also a calm breed, easy to handle 
and manage on the farm, not as ‘flightly’ as some of the other breeds”.

All heifers are bought in as young stock and fed on farm until they are 
slaughtered at 250kgs - the ideal weight for butcher shop cuts. The 
family are fully immersed in Irish farming & rural life - they also run a 
Suckler herd and finish heavier cattle for slaughter in a local factory.

During these unprecedented times it is business as usual with the shop 
remaining open and goods being delivered to car boots for customers. 
Another local business serving the community in these times of need!



Irish Hereford Breed 
Improvement Scheme
The Hereford Breed Improvement Scheme was 
first introduced in the 1980s. Set up as a 
revolving fund with a subscription of £25 from 
each participant at the time the scheme has 
provided an opportunity for smaller herds in 
particular to have greater access to and a choice 
of bulls and semen from Ireland and across the 
world.

Potential sires are identified and semen 
purchased with a view to providing the best 
possible genetics at minimum cost to scheme 
members. Society members not currently 
participating in the scheme can join for a once off 
payment of €65.

Semen of bulls featured in the brochure is, in 
most cases, available for export. The Breed 
Improvement Committee is continuously on the 
lookout for new and improved genetics. Please 
allow at least 2/3weeks for delivery system.

• Typically straws are available at €40 each or 4 
for €150.

• Some sires may have discounts applied (Please 
see semen order form)

As ICBF have announced that they will be 
conducting bimonthly genetic evaluations please 
see their website (www.icbf.com) for up to date 
star ratings for each of the animals listed.

The full Breed Improvement Scheme Brochure is 
available at irishhereford.com or by contacting 
the IHBS office.

Here is a look at the most recent addition to the 
Breed Improvement Scheme; six Australian bulls 
& one New Zealand bull which were added to the 
scheme in recent years;

Kaludah Jolly L267 - DOB: 13/03/2015
AI Code: HE4650 
Jolly was selected at Kaludah having run with 
cows. He was subsequently sold to John & Liz 
Craig, Inverell Herefords, Victoria for $15,000.
He weighed 1156 kgs at Wodonga and had an 
EMA of 145 cms at 26 months.

He was a 1st Prize winner at Wodonga.
Kaludah won the most successful exhibitor at 
Wodonga in May 2017, achieving the massive 
average of $10,500 for 18 bulls.

• HH Advance 9169 (IMP USA)
• Sire: Kaludah Bradman H608
• Kaludah Fancy Fair Y101

• Kaludah Regal
• Dam: Kaludah Lass F118
• Kaludah Lass C594

Kaludah Powerhouse L478 - DOB: 26/06/2015
AI Code: HE4658
A very aptly named bull from the Herd of Pam 
Shelley - he has a tremendous back end and lots 
of power. He was selected at Kaludah along with 
Kaludah Jolly. Both were sold at Wodonga and 
the new owners were willing to do a semen deal 
with the IHBS. Powerhouse was 2nd in a strong 
class at Wodonga and went on to sell for 
$16,000 to Battalion Herefords. He had the 
largest EMA of all the Junior and Intermediate 
Bulls at Wodonga (136 cms) and weighed 
976kgs at 22 months. 

• Red Hill Insight
• Dam: Kaludah Chloe B557
• Kaludah Chloe X884

• Kaludah Mission F037
• Sire: Kaludah Nugget J920
• Kaludah Lass F118
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Karoonda Sampson - DOB: 19/03/2015
AI Code: HE4654
Karoonda Sampson was bred by Paul & Judi 
Sykes and family. He shows great fleshing ability, 
length and conformation. His Sire, Glenwarrah 
Men at Work is also the Sire of Waiau Men at 
Work, a hugely successful stock bull for Colin 
King in New Zealand. 

“Quality” is the first word to come to mind when 
describing Sampson. His low birth weight of 3.5 
is another very appealing quality.

• Red Hill Idle Rich ET
• Sire: Glenwarrah Men At Work
• Glenwarrah Minerva U44

• Curracabark Satellite
• Dam: Karoonda Cora H232
• Karoonda Cora Z812

Battalion Frontier M015 - DOB: 03/04/2016
AI Code: HE4648
The Battalion Herd of Grant & Kylie Kniepp is 
becoming a very successful young herd. It is fair 
to say the females in this herd were the most 
appealing to Irish eyes. Frontier was only 9 
months old when selected when he showed 
tremendous promise with great conformation, 
easy-fleshing and breed character. His dam is 
oozing the traits of easy fleshing and overall 
quality and conformation which should make 
Frontier a great asset to the Irish Hereford Herd.

• Churchill Carnation W516 ET
• Sire: Glendan Park Frontline F119
• Glendan Park Moonbeam Z124

• Smithston Xemption ET1
• Dam: Battalion Princess Christian H19
• Battalion PR Christian 3

Battalion Undertaker M023 ET
DOB: 25/09/2016 - AI Code: HE5019
Another bull from the Battalion herd, Undertaker, 
is of very correct structure, with big solid feet that 
is fluid and correct in his motion, arguably looking 
his best when he begins to walk. A bull of 
tremendous power, Undertaker, possesses 
ample top, hip and explosive mass, excellent 
testicle size and a balanced set of EPDs. He has 
great length and will add pounds and 
performance to progeny all while maintaining 
appeal.

Sired by Cara Park Unique and from the stud’s 
top female Battalion Constance, Undertaker 
topped the 2018 Glen Innes bull sale securing 
$20,000.

• Mawarra Unique C041
• Sire: Cara Park Unique J324
• Cara Park Treasure F037

• Echo Park Waratah
• Dam: Battalion Constance 42
• Courallie Constance V086

Mawarra Mustang (Polled) - DOB: 24/05/2013
AI Code: HE4508
Mawarra Mustang (P) was bred by the Sykes 
Family from Longford, Victoria, Australia one of 
Australia’s leading producers of top class 
Hereford genetics. The herd has built up an 
envied reputation across the continent and 
beyond over several years now. 

Mustang has grown out into an impressive young 
sire with carcase, softness and all the length and 
carriage his pedigree suggests. His first calves 
were born in 2015 and they have proved our 
expectations were not misplaced. His first sons 
come to market in 2017.
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• Karina Cherry Z8
• Sire: Tycolah Jovial F77
• Tycolah Countess W48

• Bowen Vincent V1
• Dam: DebarryTabitha Y177
• Debarry Tabitha T81

Pute Nascar N13 - DOB: 22/08/2017
AI Code: HE5806
The Irish Hereford Breed Society were delighted 
to have been able to visit Silverstream Hereford 
stud - West of Christchurch - as part of the trip to 
the World Hereford Conference NZ.

Brent & Anna Fisher invited the group into their 
home & onto their farm to see the smashing 
horned bull which they have bred; Pute Nascar 
N13 and which the Irish Society have been lucky 
enough to obtain straws of this bull for use by 
our members.

Anna’s Family is deeply rooted in the Hereford 
Tradition whose Na Puteputi herd was started in 
the North Island by Anna’s parents; Jill & Peter 
Smyth and has run since 1968.

Pute Nascar N13

The Smyths’ retired and Anna inherited the 
Hereford herd and moved the cattle to the South 
Island to join up with the already successful & 
well established Silverstream Charolais herd. 
Since then, the herd has grown again in it’s new 
location and the Fishers currently run 60 Hereford 
cows & sell roughly 20 Hereford bulls alongside 
the Charolais bulls at their annual on-farm sale.
The current aim for the Hereford herd at 

Silverstream is to breed from Pute Nascar N13 
with polled cows in order to produce progeny 
that the customer desires along with producing 
good sized and well shaped bulls.

Silverstream Herefords impressed the Irish 
delegation who visited in 2017. The cow herd 
had all the qualities thought important in Ireland. 
One of the stock bulls in particular; Gay 
Olympus, was particularly impressive and 
breeding consistently good bulls for their annual 
sale.

Pute Nascar N13 is a top son of Gay Olympus, 
out of one of the top cows at Silverstream; Pute 
Rosa H105 and should prove a worthy addition 
to breed improvement bulls.

• Kiwi Yardstick Y47
• Sire: Gay Olympus 110088
• Gay Amethst 050139

• Glacier John 372
• Dam: Pute Rosa H105
• Pute Rosa F 1220
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Progeny
The Progeny of these bulls have been hitting the 
ground and coming into their own in the past 
year to two years. The first success have been 
seen at the National Hereford Virtual Calf Show 
2020 where Grianan Orange U894 heifer sired by 
Karoonda Sampson was runner up Senior 
Female Champion.

Karoonda Sampson has also proven to be a 
short gestation bull with cows recorded calving at 
270 days.

See below a snapshot of just some of the 
progeny that have been born in the last few 
years.
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L-R: Anna Fisher, Brent Fisher, Jill Smyth, Peter Smyth, Katie Brady, Larry Feeny, Digby Fisher, Eoin 
Lynch, Sinead Conry & Willie Branagan.

Sampson bull at 13 months Sampson calf

Samspon Heifer Kaludah Jolly Progeny
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Nascar Progeny Nascar calf

Progeny from Pute Nascar Powerhouse Calf

There are several other top quality bloodlines to choose from through the Breed Improvement Scheme 
and these are all available to order from the IHBS office via Dovea Genetics. Check out irishhereford.com 
to download the full Breed Improvement Scheme Brochure and the semen order form today or contact 
the Society office for a hard copy.





Bull Health

Post management tips when 
buying your next young 
stock bull

• Buying the bull at least 2 months in advance of 
the breeding season is recommended to allow 
sufficient time for the bull to acclimatize to the 
new surroundings, become nutritionally stable 
(transition from a concentrate to predominantly 
forage based diet), to be vaccinated for 
whatever is in the herd health program and 
time to learn how to serve cows. 

• Purchasing a bull that is halter trained makes 
handling the bull much easier.

• It is important that a young bull prior to the 
breeding season, is kept on a rising plane of 
nutrition - Weight/body condition loss can 
result in sub optimal fertility.

• Limit weight loss for the bull to a maximum of 
50-100 kgs by feeding him during his first 
breeding season. 

• Create conditions for the bull to exercise as 
opposed to being housed inside prior to the 
breeding season. 

• Overfat bulls fatigue rapidly therefore nutrition 
and exercise need to be managed. Rumen 
function is also key for hoof health and sperm 
production. Care needs to be taken to prevent 
acidosis and laminitis developing.

• Purchasing a bull from a herd with a high health 
status or johnes monitored and BVD tested is 
recommended. 

• Otherwise vaccinate at least 3 weeks prior to 
the breeding season. 

• A vaccinated bull is the best mitigation strategy 
you can adopt to reduce the probability of a 
bull suffering any infections or raised 
temperatures which could render him sub 
fertile. 

• Having your purchased bull certified 'fit' by a 
vet is assurance that on that day he was 
healthy, had reached puberty and was 
producing semen capable of impregnating 
cows. This involves a veterinary exam for 
health, major physical defects and 
morphological examination of the semen.
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• Another mitigation strategy against an 
underperforming bull is to observe a bull 
serving a smaller cow or heifer prior to being let 
off with the rest of the herd. It is crucial to 
ensure your bull is capable, to be observed 
mating competently. 

• If at any time the bull becomes lame, runs a 
temperature or develops photosensitization, it 
is recommended to remove him from the herd 
and when he has recovered get him fertility 
tested to ensure the semen quality has not 
been affected.
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***ICBF article online entitled “Young Stock Bull Management” dated 25/10/2019 with Doreen Corridan (Munster Bovine) & Aidan 
Murray (Teagasc)****







Hereford Photo Competition 
2020
Irish Hereford Breed Society and Irish Hereford 
Prime were delighted to be able to run the 2020 
Hereford Photo Competition. As part of this 
initiative the Hereford groups developed a 
photography tutorial video with professional 
photographer Jeff Harvey. This short video gives a 
few simple but effective tips that everyone will find 
useful for taking a good photograph and still be 
found on Irish Hereford Prime’s YouTube channel.

There were six categories for the competition, 
including a video category open to all entrants;

Competition Categories;

• Show time (using Jeff’s top tips from tutorial 
video) standing Pedigree Hereford animals for a 
photo as if at a show - all cows, heifers, bulls, 
calves accepted.

• Cheeky Chappies - Pedigree or Crossbred 
Hereford Calves - must be under 6 months of 
age.

• The Boss - Hereford Stock bull on his own or 
with a herd of Dairy or Suckler cows.

• The Whitehead Cross - Hereford cross heifers 
or steers in their natural environment.

• Cooking time - Best photo of cooked or fresh 
Hereford beef suitable for any occasion.

• Why Hereford? - A video of you and/or your 
family talking about/promoting all things Hereford 

After receiving a huge number of entries; an 
independent judge shortlisted the photos which 
were then out forward for a public vote in the IHBS 
Facebook page!

All entries were judged primarily on the photo 
quality and not just the cattle - Although good 
Herefords are always a Winner!

Prizes
Each category winner was entitled to a choice of 
their prize which included;

• €200 SuperValu voucher or

• €200 Farm Wardrobe voucher or

• €300 Jeff Harvey Photography voucher (A one to 
one mentoring session on photography and 
using your camera from Jeff Harvey, along with a 
family / couple / children's portrait captured by 
Jeff on the day at your home or on the farm).

There was also a €500 cash prize awarded to the 
overall winner.

The public were not shy about casting their vote 
with over 1000 votes cast for one of the winning 
photos and 100,000 views reached on Facebook 
overall. Below are the winners of each of the 6 
categories of the Hereford Photo Competition 
2020.
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Category 1 - Show Time:
‘Blood Red’ - David Dolan



Category 2 - Cheeky 
Chappies:
Joseph Lawrence
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Category 3 - The Boss:
‘Hair of the Dog’
- Aidan Wynne

Category 4 - The 
WhiteHead Cross:
‘When lunch costs you an 
arm and a leg!’
- Karina McLoughlin



Category 5 - Cooking 
Time:
‘There will be no scraps left 
tonight’
- Orla O’Dea
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Category 6 - Video 
Category:
- Ross Bateman

Following on from the public vote - an independent panel of judges judged the shortlisted entries and 
chose the overall winner. After much deliberation; the overall winner of the Hereford Photo Competition 
2020 was announced; Aidan Wrynne with his entry into Category 3 - ‘The hair of the dog’.

Overall Winner
‘Hair of the Dog’
- Aidan Wynne
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The Society and Irish Hereford prime would like to extend huge thanks & appreciation to all who entered 
photos & videos and supported the competition - the standard of entries was extremely high!

All of the shortlisted entries were compiled into a charity calendar for 2021 of which all of the proceeds 
were donate to the Hooves4Hospice charity.

Jeff’s top photography tips
Here is a brief list of some top tips from Jeff’s photo tutorial video;

• The best camera to use is the camera you have with you.

• Does the photo need to be taken?

• Have you got the right angle? Move higher or lower, zoom in or out 
maybe. 

• Down low - taking photos from a very low angles, even from the 
ground will add more drama to the photo because it is from an angle 
you’re not used to seeing.

• Bum to the sun - make sure the light is going with you when you take 
the photo and it will give a nice well lit photo.

• Composition - rule of thirds to avoid having all the action in the centre.

• Lead in lines - these are natural lines that draw attention to the subject.

• When taking photos of cattle at shows make sure to fill the photo with 
the whole animal.

• Consider the background - have nothing distracting in the background 
but make sure it is pleasant looking i.e. green fields.



Becoming a New Member & 
Registering Hereford Calves
In order to register calves with the Irish Hereford 
Breed Society, there are a few solid boxes that 
breeders need to tick.

Breeders wishing to register calves with the 
Society must become registered members. This 
can be done by completing the IHBS 
Membership Form which can be downloaded 
from irishereford.com or by contacting the 
Society office. There is an initial application fee of 
€200 with a fee of €40 for the herd prefix and an 
annual subscription fee of €60 thereafter.

Calf Registrations
In order to register Pedigree Hereford calves - all 
breeders MUST be registered with ICBF.

Initial Calf Registration
Both Male & Female calves need to be registered 
with the Department of Agriculture, Food & 
Marine either by using the Animal Events Book or 
HerdPlus since 1st January 2004.

If using the Animal Events Book; Complete & 
Remove the top white copy of this book & return 
to; National Calf Registration Services/Animal 
Events Agency, PO Box 72, Clonakilty, 
FREEPOST, Co. Cork.

Up to ten calves can be registered on each sheet 
- only fill in 1 line for each calf.

Please insert the first seven digits of the yellow 
tag in the top centre of each new page in the 
Animal Events Book

For ET calves two lines are required. Please fill in 

the recipient’s tag number and breed code on 
the same line as the calf’s details, and on the 
next line please just fill in the donor dam’s tag 
number and breed code.

When you enter a sire for a calf, please use either 
his; A.I. Code, Herd Book Number or NID (yellow 
tag) (Please do not enter the bull’s name as the 
sire for the calf)

The breed of sire should always be filled in even if 
it is an AI sire
Be careful not to put an entry in the ‘Dead’ 
column unless your calf is actually dead; ‘1’ = 
abortion and ‘2’ = dead at birth.

You do NOT have to fill in a white card for any 
calf notified to the AIMS office using the Animal 
Events Book.

The Yellow copy of the Animal Events book is 
retained in the book for your own records.

Registering calves with Irish Hereford Breed 
Society
Both Male & Female Calves need to be notified 
to the Irish Hereford Breed Society within 30 
days of birth using the Birth Identifier form (with 
hand written signature) either via e-mail to; 
irishhereford@gmail.com or by post to IHBS, 
Harbour St.Mullingar, Co. Westmeath N91 FC04.

Please include on this form;
• Herd identifier number
• Calf Tag Number (last 5 digits)
• Male or Female
• Name of the calf
• Breeders Name, Address, Phone Number & 

Breeder Signature.
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The Fee for registration is €45 - this can be paid 
via cheque or card payment can be made over 
the phone (between 9.30am-1pm / Mon-Fri).

All calves must be notified to the Society within 
30 days of birth or there will be late fees 
incurred at a rate of €5 per week overdue on top 
of the €45 fee.

AI Information
If the AI technician is not using the hand held 
system - an AI docket must be provided to the 
Society with the Sire details & Date of 
Insemination.

Genomic Testing
Male calves must be Genomic tested as soon as 
possible to obtain a certificate. This can be 
carried out by contacting ICBF on 023 8820452 
or via Herd Plus and requesting a hair sample kit.

Please note: Certificates will NOT be issued for 
Male calves until the Genomic test has been 
completed & correct results have been 
returned.

Females must be Genomic Tested when they first 
calve down at the latest but can be tested at any 
point up to that.

Genomic tests generally take 4-6 weeks for 
results to be returned & cost €22 (fee to be paid 
to ICBF when ordering).

For any other queries please contact the Irish 
Hereford Breed Society at 
irishhereford@gmail.com.

Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

1



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

128

From Big to Small part 2

From Big to Small to Big to 
Small: A Pictorial History 
of How We’ve Changed 
What Cattle Look Like - 
Part 2

Author: Kathy Voth - ‘On Pasture’ - 11th July 
2016/18th July 2016

Changes continued in the 1900s and some of 
them had disastrous consequences.

During the first third of the twentieth century, the 
trend to earlier-maturing, smaller-framed, earlier-
fattening cattle continued at a gradual but 
steadily increasing rate.

Here are Lorna Doone and Prime Lad, Champion 
Female and Hereford Bull, respectively, at the 
1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

With or without the straw, this 1916 International 
Grand Champion Hereford bull is very short. 
Named Bocaldo, this bull was a very influential 
sire in the Hereford breed.

In the 1940s and early ‘50s cattle bred by the 
Comprest Hereford Ranch and the TO Ranch out 
of Raton, New Mexico became very popular. 
Both blood lines were extremely small-framed 
and early maturing. Below are ‘Comprest Prince 
40th’ in 1943 and ‘TO Model’ the Grand 
Champion Steer at the National Western in 1945, 
weighing in at 965 pounds.

Comprest Prince

From here cattle appear to get fatter and shorter.



Meet ‘Ernie’ the Grand Champion Steer, at the 
National Western Stock Show in Denver in 1948. 
Note where his topline hits the showman’s 
beltline. He weighed 895 lbs;

‘Big Spring Special’, Grand Champion Steer, 
International, 1950. Weighing 1025 lbs, he was 
very fat.

‘Lone Star’, Grand Champion Steer, International, 
1953. He weighed 1005 lbs. Winning steers in 
this era were extremely fat, as this photo would 
indicate.

‘Hillcrest Larry 62’, as a 2-yr-old show bull at the 
International.

Within the British breeds, intense selection for 
leaner, larger-framed, growthier cattle started in 
the late 1960’s. In 1968-69, a few innovative U.S. 
breeders found new bloodlines within the British 
breeds having a propensity for greater lean 
growth. Western Canada was the initial source of 
this new genetic material represented here by the 
Polled Hereford bull, ‘Predominant 25U’, who 
became a very important sire. This coincided 
with the introduction of new breeds from the 
continent of Europe.

Selection for increased size went unabated from 
1969 to 1988. Since 1988, increased emphasis 
has been placed on carcass traits and structural 
soundness. All segments of the industry are 
genuinely concerned about the role of breeds 
and where they fit into the industry’s needs.

Since 1996, there has been increased emphasis 
on carcass traits in order to better meet 
consumer demand. All segments of the industry 
are genuinely concerned about the role of breeds 
and where they fit into the industry’s needs.
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The American Hereford Association, the 
American Angus Association, and the American 
International Charolais Association sponsored 
type conferences at the University of Wisconsin 
beginning in 1969 to evaluate the performance of 
cattle that varied in frame size within their 
respective breeds.

This eventually led to the development of new 
U.S. feeder grades (adopted in 1979).

Along with changes in type standards as shown 
by this illustration of a 1969 model Hereford 
female, nursing a calf.

Compared to the 1960 ideal model Hereford 
female, she represented a needed change.

The 1969 Hereford model steer would still look 
reasonably acceptable today…

Compared to his 1960 counterpart;

This is the 1971 Denver Grand Champion steer, 
an excellent Hereford steer that weighed 1250 lb 
and graded Choice with acceptable cutability;

In 1979, ‘MSU Miss Magnum’ was the Grand 
Champion Female at the National Polled 
Hereford Show. She was the largest heifer 
anyone had seen in the breed up to then.

Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

130



This is ‘Ace Broker’, the Grand Champion Bull at 
the 1988 National Polled Hereford Show;

From 1965 to 1989, the average carcass weight 
of fed steers in the U.S. increased by 15%, from 
646 to 742 lb. Because of the normal genetic lag 
between seedstock and commercial production, 
it did not peak out until it reached nearly 800lb in 
the 1990’s.

What changed? There were a series of significant 
events that led to a type change in cattle:

January 1986
The National Consumer Retail Beef Study 
convinced industry that consumers were serious 
about wanting beef with a higher % of lean and 
lower % of fat.

April 1987
Excel announced its carcass ‘specs’ for buying 
cattle for its processing plants, putting more 
emphasis on muscle thickness. It displayed this 
1090lb slaughter heifer as being near-ideal in her 
finish and muscle thickness.

May 1988
The National Beef Conference established 
recommendations for moderating frame size and 
increasing muscle thickness.

December 1991
The National beef Quality Audit revealed 
numerous shortfalls in U.S. beef carcasses.
From 1988 to 1994, frame size went down from 
10 to 7 and further down to a 6, as seen here;

This is the Denver Champion Polled Hereford 
female in 2001 with a frame score of 6.3.

Dr. Ritchie ended his historical review in 2001. 
So it’s up to us to put together the story up to 
today. Where are we going with our cattle size 
and type? What factors are changing what we 
do when we think about the perfect animal on 
our pastures?
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T. John Vaughan RIP

T John Vaughan, formerly of Vorn Herefords, 
Herefordshire unfortunately passed away 
suddenly last December. His 78th birthday was 
due to be in January 2021, after feeling unwell, 
was admitted to the COVID-19 ward of Hereford 
Hospital and died on Friday, December 4th 2020.

John’s family had a long association with the 
breeding of Herefords which John carried on with 
the established Vorn prefix. It is nearly 60 years 
since John judged at the RDS in Ballsbridge and 
he also judged in Carrick-on-Shannon along with 
hosting and entertaining Irish Hereford breeders 
on several occasions over the years. John also 
sold his home bred stock to Irish breeders on 
occasion including; David Carroll of UDEL 
Herefords who bought ‘Vorn 1 Just The Job’ - 
who was twice Royal Dublin Male Champion and 
15% of UK Herefords still carry his blood.

In recent years, John focused mainly on breeding 
pedigree Texel sheep after returning from 
travelling to Australia for a period.

However, as well as sheep farming, studying 
horse racing and offering opinions on many other 

elements of life, John spent many hours studying 
the development of the Hereford breed from 
where the breed began up to present day.

John had just finished writing a 416 page X A4 
book entitled; ‘The Hereford, The Greatest Breed 
on Earth’. This is very exciting as the book details 
where the breed began right through all of the 
developments, facts, images, ups and downs 
that have happened to and within the breed right 
back as far as the early 1800’s and right up to 
today! It is the perfect learning point for breeders 
and all Hereford breeders will agree it is aptly 
titled.

John previously wrote a book entitled; ‘Bovine 
Showbiz’ - a no-nonsense account of the work 
involved in raising cattle for sale and exhibition, 
which sold 5,000 copies and now there are just 
six left on the shelf. John said he “wrote it in 10 
days and it was printed in another two weeks. I 
thought it was a doddle producing a book. But 
‘The Hereford’ has been ten years in the making 
and virtually every day in the past twelve 
months.”

Fortunately, John was satisfied he had completed 
his project before illness set-in and instructed the 
printers to produce his book: ‘The Hereford: The 
greatest breed on earth’ and this one certainly 
has the feel of being compiled by a true pioneer 
and stalwart of the Hereford breed.

This book can be obtained from the Irish 
Hereford Breed Society by contacting Louise at 
irishereford@gmail.com.
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Review of ‘Bovine Showbiz’
John Vaughan was an avid show go-er and no 
one can deny that there were few in his time that 
could turn out cattle for a show better than 
himself. Therefore, he was more entitled than 
anyone to write and compile the ‘how-to’ guide 
for showing cattle entitled; ‘Bovine Showbiz’.

John wrote ‘Bovine Showbiz’ in 1992 which 
details a wide range of topics involved in showing 
cattle from selecting cattle through the correct 
nutrition right up to and including show day 
preparations, ringcraft and after show care.

This book sold over 5,000 copies and received 
fantastic reviews including; 

“Detail is what Bovine Showbiz is strong on. 
Treasure these pearls because they come from 
a man whose name is synonymous with 
excellence in the show-ring. An illuminating 
book”

- Hereford Times

“A vivid insight into the tension and craft 
involved in presenting a beast to perfection. 
John Vaughan’s career as a breeder and 
showman of Hereford cattle is second to none, 
and as anyone who knows the author would 
expect, there are quite a few light hearted 
touches that make it very enjoyable”

- Hereford Breed Journal

The book incorporates several top tips for 
showing cattle which are as relevant today as 
ever and simple tips like to “Make sure to 
thoroughly dry the animal as a damp coat will 
stain worse than a dry one” and “Don’t give the 
normal ration of water with their feed” because - 
“half with morning feed & half 10 minutes before 
they enter the ring because the beast swells up a 
little which makes it look fuller over the ribs with 
better developed eye muscle.”

Mr. Vaughan gave great thought and time to 
dressing the legs of the animal highlighting “With 
the legs you want to have the hair standing out at 
90 degrees, giving the impression of powerful 
legs with lots of bone” and discussing various 
substances that can be used i.e. soap. He was a 
man of foresight and considered the methods of 
dressing at that time in the early nineties and 
saying “Dressing up the legs, as done at present 
with beef cattle will become out of fashion with 
the meat to bone rations becoming more 
important”.

John always admired a candy floss tail detailing 
that when “prepared properly, with the ball filling 
in the concave above the hocks, makes the 
beast look stronger in the thighs, gives it a 
trimmer and more solid profile and a more 
muscular rear view”. John considered the opinion 
that this may look unnatural but defended his 
view by making the comparison to artificial 
insemination. John quite simply concreted his 
decision as “It is a stockman’s job to present his 
stock to their best possible legal advantage and 
so in my opinion, a candy floss tail is a must”.

John stressed the importance of ensuring to 
present the animal as though they have it all left 
to give to the seller - “Comb & brush the head 
upwards. Spray a little adhesive  to the poll, pull it 
to a point and tidy it up with some scissors, and 
you have a long youthful looking head, which 
makes the animal look as though there is plenty 
more growth left in it”.

Probably the simplest and yet most valid point 
made in the contents of the book is where the 
author states “Everything you do to the animal 
should be for a purpose or there is not much 
point in doing it”. He also goes on to proclaim “it 
is better to have no photo than a bad photo” and 
encourages breeders to grab the presses 
attention as news items printed by the press are 
free publicity, and are far more likely to be read 
than any advertisement.

The most exciting chapter in the book is the one 
around ringcraft - which gives a detailed account 
of the do’s and don’ts in the show ring but of 
course with a witty twang!

Though limited at this stage, there are still some 
copies available from show-timesupplies.co.uk 
and it is a highly recommended read, as a step-
by-step guide from selecting cattle to bring to the 
show right up to the end of the show day with a 
light hearted humour and good wit to support the 
authors enthusiasm.

***All Quotes and references are taken straight from ‘Bovine 
Showbiz’ and fully accredited to the Author; Mr. T. John 
Vaughan.***
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Looking Back

A collection of photos & 
poems gathered over the 
year as seen on various 
facebook pages, newspapers 
& magazines & old breed 
journals.
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The Naughty Dairy Cow

There once was a sweet dairy cow,
Whose behaviour was bad, I’ll allow,

One hot summer’s day she strayed away,

But no one reproaches her now!
She met a fine Hereford bull,

Who liked pretty girls as a rule,
He said to her “dear there’s nothing to fear -

Come under the tress where it’s cool”.

But now they have reason to laugh,
For this cow had a white headed calf,

Gaining pounds everyday in the Hereford way,
And reducing expenses by half!

By DRM.
Originally published in the Hereford Breed Journal in the 1950’s
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Stephen Kenny - Long time 
Hereford Enthusiast!

Stephen Kenny has been a long time enthusiast of Herefords. He was 
introduced to Herefords by his father, Mr. Dick Kenny, who was the 
chairman of Messrs. Gavin Low Ltd., who in those days was official 
auctioneers and secretaries to our breed.

After a lifelong obsession, Stephen started his herd of Drumakeenan 
Herefords in 1962 on his Co. Offaly farm. 

To learn as much as possible to put into practice with his own herd, 
Stephen spent a year studying Herefords and working in the UK with the 
Westhide and Donnington herds in Herefordshire.
During this time Stephen shadowed great herd’s men where he learned all 
about the herding & managing of Hereford cattle such as Wally, who was 
head stockman on the 1500 acre Westhide estate. Duties included; 
weighing the bulls and the food they consumed which meant they could 

record a daily live weight gain - a practice not so common in those days. Stephens’s main role on the 
farm was looking after the 30 cow herd. After six or so months, Stephen moved to Mr. Mark Hellyers, 
Donnington herd, which consisted of 60 breeding females. Jimmie Angus was the head stockman on the 
farm and Stephen described him as “an excellent stockman, very particular, but very kind”. The duties 
here included; suckling young bulls on foster cows each morning, cleaning out the bull boxes & grooming 
the bulls each morning. The bulls were then either allowed into a paddock for a few hours or led out for 
20 minutes depending on the time of year. Stephen commented that his right arm used to be aching 
holding the bulls head up and if he let down the head, Jimmy would say “Stephen, head up”. Other jobs 
were on the cards also such as; weaning, foot pairing, training, shampooing bulls etc. Stephen praised 
the stockmen he worked with, describing them as “dedicated cattle-men with a vocation for their work, 
and were highly regarded and valued by their employers”. Stephen thoroughly enjoyed his time in the UK 
and learned alot to bring home and out put it into practice.

The Drumakeenan herd has won several accolades in the Hereford world including; Balmoral Champion 
bull in 1971, Champion at the IHBS Autumn Sale twice; in 1977 with Drumakeenan Maharjah - sold to Mr. 
Jimmy Murray and in 1993 and with Drumakeenan Do-a-lot, sold for 4,500gns to the Deverell family. 

Stephen also spent a term on the IHBS Council as an honorary member which was fantastic for both the 
council & the betterment of the breed. Stephen also took up his seat as Society President in 2004, a role 
he filled meticulously and with enthusiasm.

His message to breeders is simple but effective - “always aim for the top and persevere!”

It is 20 years since Stephen held his herd dispersal sale and moved onto different horizons. We now look 
back at that successful sale day. 
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Female Bloodlines: the key to 
breeding success

By Stephen Kenny

No shows and mainly private sales owing to 
COVID-19 restrictions left the Hereford Society 
with problems, one of which was what to fill up 
space within the journal. They had to scrape the 
bottom of the barrel and someone suggested I 
might write something about the Drumakeenan 
herd, post its dispersal in 1999. I wish to do so in 
a manner that would offer some guidance to 
young breeders.

I was fortunate that many of my cattle went to 
highly skilled stockmen who maximised their 
potential. I congratulate them on their successes; 
it eased the pain of selling my beloved cattle. 

Breeding cattle is utterly fascinating, but also 
bewildering. How does the novice enter this 
world? We all thought buying a good female and 
putting her to a good bull would produce a good 
calf. Well, of course it can, but all too often it 
doesn’t, and if it does it’s more likely that the 
good calf is a heifer and not a bull. For some 
inexplicable reason it’s easier to breed good 
females and there are many cases of herds of 
beautiful cows that seldom produce a really good 
bull. Why?

In the past decade I read a scientific paper by 
experts on breeding dairy cows where they had 
discovered that some cow lines were much more 
consistent at passing on their milking abilities 
than others, and in effect the female seemed to 

play a disproportionately high role in genetic 
inheritance. These experts have just discovered 
this! In the early 1960s I had the privilege of 
working in two well-known herds in 
Herefordshire, under excellent stockmen, and 
also of seeing most of the top herds of the time 
e.g. herds like the Vern, that regularly sold bulls 
for over £1000, and up to £20,000, which was 
huge money in those days. These stockmen and 
breeders (and their fathers before them) knew 
that the female line was vitally important and that 
some bloodlines consistently produced good 
bulls, and they repeatedly emphasised this to 
me. I well remember Mr Edward Lewis of the 
Haven herd (grandfather of the present Edward) 
impressing on me to seek out the best lines, not 
necessarily buying high-priced show winners, but 
some of their plainer siblings, and to put all one’s 
money into buying a really good bull, (this was 
before A.I.) and in a generation or two one could 
hope to establish a good line.

This is where time and research are needed. I 
was lucky to acquire a complete set of Herd 
Books so could trace lines back and also review 
lists of prize winners and principal prices at major 
sales. That’s in the past. Nowadays show results 
can be found online, and pedigree lines can be 
traced on platforms such as the Irish Cattle 
Breeding Federation website. COVID-aside, go to 
shows and sales, make notes of who produces 
good bulls, and what cows those good bulls are 
out of. Read the journals and breeders’ 
advertisements avidly. Talk to breeders, and ask 
the successful ones to let you go and see their 
herds. Most breeders will only be delighted. You 
will soon discover that every herd has a slightly 
different type.

Captain R.S. de Q. Quincey of the Vern wrote an 
excellent article in the 1963 English Hereford 
Journal - it’s worth a read if one can find it. Apart 
from the general gist of what I’ve already written, 
he emphasised how important it was to get a 
mental picture in your mind’s eye what kind of 
bull or heifer you want to breed. I can almost 
hear you clamour, “good ones”; but what makes 
an animal good? What were considered good or 
desirable traits in the 1950s were not considered 
so in the 1980s. In the 2021 British Hereford 
Journal this is illustrated on page 222 - Photos of 
Royal Champions over the past 140 years. Don’t 
be a slave to current ‘fashion’, it not only 
changes in ladies’ clothes, but in cattle too. Try to 
decide what points you think make sense for the 
future.
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Captain de Quincey wrote much of balance and 
symmetry in a beast, i.e. the different parts 
should be in proportion to each other, and 
suitable for what they are expected to do. Most 
genuinely good animals are balanced and 
symmetrical, just think of a good horse - 
beautiful. So should a bull be. Length is very 
important but it should be in proportion, from the 
ear to the shoulder, to the hip, to the tail should 
be three equal lengths. If the neck is short the 
shoulder is probably too straight and forward - 
not good for walking or ease of calving. Mr Harry 
Compton, a well-known breeder in the mid 
1900s, used to exclaim “that bull has a shoulder 
like a salmon”, in other words the blades were 
sloped back smoothly no sudden widening and 
with no more than four finger widths between the 
blades and so on back to the ribs. Tops should 
be level and broad. Captain de Quincy used the 
example of a good old-fashioned farmhouse 
kitchen table - rectangular, level, and a straight 
strong leg at each corner.

General size has varied over the decades and 
depends to a degree at what age and weight the 
animal is to mature and be slaughtered at. A 
well-respected Canadian breeder explained to 
me years ago that big cattle take longer to finish, 
maybe 30 months and eat more in their lifespan 
and as a consequence you will carry less of them 
on your farm. The smaller one matures at 22 to 
24 months, eats less and you carry more per 
acre. Take your pick.

Now you have collected as good a bunch of 
heifers and cows as your circumstances permit. 
They will probably be a mixed batch as you 
cannot expect to get perfect cattle straight off - 
you’re almost certain to have a good breeder’s 
‘seconds’ or ‘thirds’. I 
never had much regard for 
show cows and never 
would have had many. My 
females were medium-
sized, level, balanced, 
pretty dished faces, 
bigeyes, broad muzzles 
(they grab a bigger 
mouthful of grass) and 
clean feminine necks. 
Stock bulls come and go 
but the females are the 
backbone of the herd. 
Choose stock bulls 
carefully and if using A.I. try 
to see the bull, as A.I. 
stations don’t always have 
good cattle.

The important bit comes now. Each year breed 
from every decent heifer you have, and when you 
need to reduce numbers, take a hard look at 
your cows and factory the dams of the worst 
bulls. Note I have emphasised to buy females 
from female lines that have produced good bulls, 
and cull any cow (no matter how beautiful) if she 
breeds poor bulls. Obviously give preference to 
medium quality heifers from good bull producing 
dams, over good heifers of poor bull producers. 
Keep at this for 20 years and you will probably be 
getting somewhere.

Of the five female lines in my herd at the time of 
its dispersal in 1999, the three most numerous 
and successful were: 

Pansy: Tracing back through the Haven Plum 
line to the Wickton Pansys, Mr F.J. Newman’s 
great herd in the 1920s and 1930s. 

Of these Mr Tom Brennan purchased several 
good females, Balleen Jordan (ex Drumakeenan 
Pansy 75th) Champion Kilkenny bull sale in 2007 
was withdrawn from sale and kept for years as a 
very successful stock bull at Balleen. Another 
Pansy descendant bred Balleen Blaster, Reserve 
Champion Kilkenny 2009 and sold for top price 
as stock bull to Mr Willie Branagan. 

Mr Michael Molloy bred Moyclare Quinlan, Calf 
Champion and Reserve Supreme Champion 
Tullamore 2018, out of Moyclare Pansy 16th, 
another of my Pansy descendants. Quinlan is 
now stock bull in the Free Town and Dieulacresse 
herds in the UK.

Moyclare Quinlan



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

146

Mr John Holloway bought Drumakeenan Pansy 
98th, dam of Gageboro Burly, Reserve Champion 
Roscommon 2004 and sold as stock bull to 
Messrs Deverell’s Ballyaville herd, where he sired 
many winners. Prior to sale he had served a few 
cows for John, which produced both the ‘Bull of 
the Year’ and the ‘Female of the Year’ at 
Tullamore 2005.

Mr Nigel Heatrick bought Drumakeenan Pansy 
91st and 94th. Pansy 91st bred Glaslough 
Fleecer, Champion Roscommon 2008 and sold 
as stock bull to Messrs E. and P. Jones, and 
Glaslough Jolly, Reserve Champion Kilmallock in 
2011. Glaslough Abigail, ex Drumakeenan Pansy 
94th bred a bull that won first at numerous 
shows, and two bulls that were sold privately as 
stock bulls, to Messrs Henry and Mervyn Parr 
and Mr David Wilson, both shrewd judges.

Mr Francis Scott, Knockfin, purchased two 
Pansys. Drumakeenan Pansy 56th bred Knockfin 
Glory, Champion Kilkenny 2003, while the same 
year, Drumakeenan Pansy 70th bred Knockfin 
Thunder, Reserve Champion Kilkenny. 
Unfortunately both cows met misfortune before 
leaving a heifer calf, and Francis rues it to this 
day!

Prettymaid: These descend from a cow I 
purchased at Major Purdon’s Lodgepark 
dispersal sale, she was out of Wenlock Rosay, by 
Vern Eros, and went back through Free Town to 
Mr William Griffiths’ Aldersend herd at the 
beginning of the 20th century, probably the top of 
its time.

Mr David Wilson bought Drumakeenan 
Prettymaid 63rd and told me that she ‘made’ his 
herd, and currently almost one third of his cows 
are Prettymaids. Amongst many good bulls, 

Lisrace Lumberjack was Reserve Supreme 
Champion Balmoral 2010. Lisrace Prettymaid 
19th was Reserve Female Champion Balmoral 
2015, and her first bull calf was sold to Mr James 
Lewis, Boycefield, Herefordshire, where one of 
his first calves was Boycefield Stormzy, Reserve 
Male Champion at Kington 2019 and now stock 
bull at Free Town. Drumakeenan Prettymaid 63rd 

bred 14 calves in 16 years, 
one of which was a bull 
brought over to Tenbury 
show, was 2nd to the 
Champion and sold for 
£5500 to a UK breeder. 

The Balleen herd also has 
Prettymaids, no champions 
yet, but some years ago 
one of them bred four bulls 
in a row that sold for €3000 
each, with three of them 
going to pedigree herds.

Orange: These descend 
from a daughter of Orange 
Vern 53rd I bought from 
Major John Purdon.

Mrs G.B. Garrett bought Drumakeenan Orange 
43rd, dam of Ballinphraise Brandy, an 
outstanding big long bull, which did an excellent 
job at Cill Cormaic, siring a Premier Sale 
Champion and many high-priced bulls for Mr 
David Larkin.

Gageboro Burly

Ballinphrase Brandy

Lisrace Lumbarjack
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Messrs Tom and Anselm Fitzgerald secured 
Drumakeenan Orange 35th and Drumakeenan 
Orange 49th and things took off. All of the 
following bulls are out of Orange cows and have 
the Grianan prefix: Cantona, Champion Premier 
Spring Sale 2005 and sold for €4800 to the UK 
Hermitage and Badlingham herds; Firecracker, 
sold to the Corlismore herd for £10,000, later 
twice National Champion and sire of National 
Champions; King Kong, Champion Premier 
Spring Sale 2012, sold to Mr Cathal Flynn’s 
Rossmore herd; King Maker, 1st at Premier Sale 
2012 and sold to the UK and used at the Haven 
and Risbury herds. Oscar, Irish National Show 
Champion 2015; Lively, Reserve Male Champion 
Autumn Premier Sale 2013; Griananpoll 1 
Starman, Champion Premier Autumn Sale 2019.

These are only a few examples of many good 
bulls. The female list is equally impressive and 
includes two exported to the UK - one to the 
Pulham herd who has bred a 1st prize bull, and 
one to the Hickling herd for whom she won 
Reserve Intermediate Female Champion at 
Tenbury. One could go on.

The purpose of listing all these good bulls, bred 
from just three cow lines is to emphasise what I 
said earlier, that certain cow lines consistently 
produce good bulls. For one or two of those 
cows to have produced a few good bulls could 
just be luck, but for so many winners to come 
regularly over the past 21 years, suggests great 
consistency. I got my females from the best of 
sources, chose stock bulls carefully, and culled 
cows ruthlessly.

Young breeders - research carefully before you 
spend good money. Pick who you want to buy 
off, what cow family, and remember a medium 
quality heifer from a good bull breeding line is 
better than a Champion from an average line. 
Then cull, cull, cull and in 20 years...?

I wish you success and enjoyment in your 
endeavours.

Credit for the lovely sketches is due to the artist Barbara 
Turner & the UK Hereford Society.

Grianan Firecracker
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Country Reports

Danish Hereford Society 
International Report 2020

By Anders Mortensen, Woodland Hereford

Despite many challenges, 2020 was a fairly good 
year for Danish Hereford Breeders and for the 
Danish Hereford Society.

Firstly, I would like to congratulate Mr. Larry 
Feeney with the new assignment as ‘Emperor of 
the Universe’ - or more precise, General 
Secretary for The World Hereford Council - well 
deserved!

Mink, BREXIT & Beef Program
Many beef programs have suffered in Denmark 
due to the COVID-19, beef prices lower than low, 
and in Denmark 2020 was the year where we 
actually removed an agriculture industry from the 
Danish map - the MINK!

Denmark was one of the global leading - if not 
The Leading - mink breeder, and suddenly all 

minks were killed per order from our Prime 
Minister. The entire agriculture industry in 
Denmark was in shock - who is next? The 
BREXIT removed also some of the financial risk 
appetite in the agriculture part of Denmark, we 
saw increasing numbers of bankruptcy and lower 
land pricing. On the other hand, house prices 
went to all times high level, and summer houses 
were sold faster than fast.

Quite a challenging world, and at the same time 
our politicians expect us to “go green” on several 
parameters and dramatically reduce the use of 
fertilizer. At the moment we have quite a big gap 
between city and countryside when dealing with 
nature and sustainability.

The Danish Hereford Beef Program collapsed in 
2018, and despite a lot of efforts, the Danish 
Hereford Society has not yet managed to get the 
beef program back on track. The Limousine 
breed faces the same challenge, while the Angus 
Beef Program continues on a lower scale.

Woodland Newsfeeder Hat-Trick 505N, Bull of the Year, presented by Josephine & Christoffer Mortensen
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Bull & Female of the Year
Bull of the Year (highest evaluated bull) was 
Woodland Newsfeeder Hat-Trick 505N, Senior 
Bull Champion 2019 at the Danish National 
Show, judged by the well-known Matthew 
Goulding from Gouldingpoll Herefords in Ireland. 
Newsfeeder is sired by Woodland Hat-Trick, 4 
times Grand Champion, and dam is Gossip 
Queen of Woodland.

Runner-up bull was Aaland 1 Oscar 285, and 
third highest evaluated bull was Woodland Ocean 
11 Mastercard 537 O, Interbreed Champion and 
Grand Champion Roskilde Show 2019.

This was the fifth time since 2011 that Woodland 
Hereford won either the Bull or Female of the 
Year Trophy.

Female of the Year was Nordbaek Light 1372, 
sired by NBG 69T THE WONDERER 36R ET, 
dam Moeskaer Tracy 1372. Runner-up Female 
was Rosenkaer Ishbel, and third highest 
evaluated female was Bondes Sundance 
214/241. 

The Great Danes - the Danish Junior Team in 
New Zealand
What a great idea from the New Zealand 
Hereford Association to organize a Junior Camp 
as part of the World Hereford Council event. I am 
convinced that this Junior Program really was an 
eye-opener for many Hereford breeders - 
inclusive the Danish Hereford breeders.

Despite a lot of efforts from the Danish Hereford 
Youth, Denmark was not able to provide four 
Danish team members for the NZ trip. 

This was solved with one phone call to UK 
Hereford, and the Danish team (The Great Danes) 
was powered up with a guest star - Isla Soutter.
The Great Danes team members:

- Isla Soutter (UK - Normanton Herefords)

- Josephine Mortensen (Woodland Herefords & 
Genetics)

- Mike Brems (Hereford by Brems)

- Christoffer Mortensen (Woodland Herefords & 
Genetics)

Danish Hereford breeders are not familiar with 
sponsoring, and the Danish Hereford Youth had 
also great challenges getting sponsorship from 
the Danish Hereford Society. Nevertheless, the 
Danish Juniors in collaboration with the UK guest 
star Isla Soutter managed to collect a decent 
number of sponsorships.

A great thank you from The Great Danes to the 
sponsors:

- Gouldingpoll Herefords (IRL)

- Normanton (UK)

- W. J. & M. Mash Ltd (UK)

- Fabb (UK)

- Odsherred Farmers’ Association, OHLA

- Danish Hereford Youth

- Solbakken Hereford

- Nordbaek Hereford

- Hereford by Brems

- Woodland Herefords & Genetics

New Semen Bull
Rosenkaer Knight Flyer is new semen bull from 
Denmark. Knight Flyer is sired by Gouldingpoll 1 
Superduty, and Slyk’s 1. Agro is damsire. 

Knight Flyer is evaluated at the Danish Beef 
Cattle test station with positive results and with a 
high general index (133).

Great Danes - Danish Junior Team in NZ: L-R Isla Soutter, 
Christoffer Mortensen, Josephine Mortensen, Mike Brems

Isla Soutter with Sponsor Dress
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Please contact the Danish Hereford Society if you 
are interested in more information about the new 
semen bull.

The Danish Hereford Society needs to consider 
the strategy for the future approach regarding the 
selection of AI sires. The Danish Beef Cattle test 
station is closed due to financial challenges - too 
few beef bulls to test.

International Visits and Exports
Many breeders from other parts of the world 
have during 2020 visited Denmark to select new 
genetics. It is quite easy to import cattle from 
Denmark due to the high veterinary standard in 
Denmark.

Most often the breeders from the western part of 
Denmark (Jytland) are the destination for visitors 
from Germany, The Netherlands and Polen.

This year was no exception, and several exports 
were organized. One of the largest sales was a 
group of 13 heifers and 3 bulls bought by Michal 
Bichniewicz, Bednarki Farm, Polen.

Denmark also sold Hereford genetics to Holland, 
Jasmijn van Wakeren & Rick Eikelboom, Stal 
Eemster Polled Hereford, visited in August 2020 
several Danish Hereford herds. Jasmijn & Rick 
bought a new young bull from Nordbaek 
Hereford for their Stal Eemster herd in Hollland. 

Rosenkaer Knight Flyer - new Danish semen bull

Jasmijn van Wakeren & Rick Eikelboom

Michal Blchniewicz - PL. Bought 13 heifers and 3 bulls in Denmark.





Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

154

UK report

By David Deakin, breed secretary

At the beginning of 2020 there was much 
excitement surrounding the imminent world 
Hereford conference held in the beautiful country 
of New Zealand. The United Kingdom would be 
well represented with a group of almost 30 
delegates in attendance. The conference lived up 
to all expectations with an excellent mix of 
informative lectures, country reports and on farm 
visits.

Everything was well organised and kept to a 
strict timetable, made easier with a dedicated 
conference app, the first time such software had 
been used at a world Hereford conference. It 
enabled delegates to receive regular updates on 
itinerary changes, log contact details of the 400+ 
delegates and read relevant information on each 
scheduled activity. 

An integral part of the UK delegation was the 
society sponsored UK Hereford Youth (UKHY) 
team of four, ably supported by UKHY 
coordinator Emma Smith. The team performed 
admirably and conducted themselves with a high 
degree of professionalism.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Larry Feeney, long serving breed 

secretary of the Irish Hereford Cattle Society on 
being elected as the new world secretary general 
for the ensuing four years. Larry will bring his own 
inimitable style to the honoured position and 
replaced Uruguayan Jose ‘Pepe’ Bonica who 
held the position for the previous eight years. I 
would personally like to thank Pepe for his 
pragmatic and measured advice over many 
years.

The world Hereford conference was always going 
to be one of the highlights of the year but in a 
year decimated by the coronavirus its 
significance became more evident.

As I write my report for the 2021 Hereford breed 
journal, we are in the midst of a global pandemic, 
the like of which has not been witnessed for 
approximately a hundred years. It is almost a 
year to the day since we first heard the word 
COVID-19, at that time it seemed as though it 
was someone else’s concern over on the other 
side of the world. Little did we know the 
devastating effect it would have on people’s 
health and everyday life.

UK Hereford Youth team from L to R, James Ludgate, 
Matthew Rollason, Ryan Coates and Sophie Harvie

UK Hereford president Mark Roberts (right) congratulates 
Larry Feeney on becoming the new secretary general of the 
World Hereford Council

Conference delegates toured New Zealand and visited many 
excellent studs
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However, the government is now rapidly rolling 
out a number of different vaccines to combat this 
deadly disease. So, I am optimistic for the future 
and hope that life will return to as close to normal 
during the coming months. Government 
restrictions imposed on us all during lockdown 
periods has enabled us to take stock of what we 
value most, our freedom to meet friends and 
family and move around the UK and further 
afield. It has certainly made us appreciate simple 
things that we had previously taken for granted. 
The overriding message, on reading the area 
association and club reports included in this 
journal, is that members have missed catching 
up with one another at summer shows and other 
events. It has made breeders appreciate that 
while it’s important from a business perspective 
to do well with their show entries, the 
camaraderie among like-minded people is what 
has been missed the most by exhibitors and 
spectators.

I’m pleased to report that membership continues 
to grow, despite the lack of events over the past 
12 months. Summer shows in particular, are very 
important in providing a shop window with which 
to promote our breed to farmers looking to 
commence a pedigree herd or to those wishing 
to purchase a new stock sire. It’s equally 
pleasing to report that during the same period 
the Hereford Cattle Society recorded its highest 

number of pedigree registrations in over 30 
years. The use of the Hereford sire in the 
commercial sector also remains strong, following 
record increases of Hereford sired calves in 
recent years.

The lack of events has enabled society staff to 
tackle a myriad of administrative tasks, which in a 
normal year time would not allow. We have 
modernised and updated many items including; 
the society’s by-laws, membership packs, 
switched to a cloud based accountancy 
package, introduced a privacy notice and 
introduced a health and a safety policy with 
particular relevance to containing COVID-19.

The restrictions in the movement of people has 
resulted in council members meeting up 
remotely, with regular Zoom meetings becoming 
the norm. Although digital meetings can be 
challenging at times they have added a new 
dimension to council communication. While they 
will not replace the preferred face to face council 
meetings, they will be utilised for single subject 
meetings, assist in keeping business matters on 
track and help to make more timely decisions. 
Going forward the council will be meeting 
monthly over Zoom to keep abreast of the 
society’s activities.

UK members have desperately missed catching up a summer shows in 2020
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The society’s council have initiated and 
supported some significant projects, most 
notably the introduction of a Hereford Beef PR 
marketing campaign. This has resulted in greater 
exposure of Hereford Beef to consumers through 
high-profile social media posts, press releases in 
distinguished publications and a more 
streamlined Hereford Beef website. During a 
twelve-month marketing campaign, we have 
seen a five-fold increase in Instagram followers 
and a four-fold increase in Facebook followers. 

Council members have also introduced a new 
ruling to safeguard the integrity of the breed’s 
ancestry database with the single-nucleotide 
polymorphism (SNP) testing of all first-time 
calvers, as from the 1 July 2020. This will result in 
all pedigree Hereford progeny being fully 
parentage verified in a relatively short space of 
time. The additional SNP testing will also speed 
up the implementation of another council initiative 
to commence with single-step genomically 
enhanced Estimated Breeding Values (GEBVs). 

The success or otherwise of GEBVs will be 
based on robust phenotypical data recorded by 
members on-farm, so it is imperative that 
breeders embrace performance recording, a free 
service to society members. 

One of the most exciting projects council 
presided over during the latter part of 2020 was 
to brand the society, a first in its long history, and 
one which will provide the society with a modern, 
bold and commercially focused appearance. The 
easy option for the sub-committee involved, was 
to play it safe when it came to selecting a breed 
logo and design concept. This would 
undoubtedly have pleased the masses, but by 
being different, the Hereford Cattle Society is 
making a statement and standing out from a 
crowded marketplace. We have been pleased 
with feedback received on the branding exercise 
from members in the UK and overseas, meat 
processors and our competitors.

The national lockdowns have certainly impacted 
on consumer eating habits. During the first one, 
processors experienced a carcase imbalance 
issue, as consumers purchased huge quantities 
of mince. However, since those early days in 
March and April, shoppers have since begun to 
purchase a wide range of products, which has 
seen demand surge and beef prices reflect this 
increase in popularity. 

AHDB’s rallying cry, ‘Stay home and celebrate 
#steaknight’ and other similar campaigns have 
assisted in keeping beef in vogue, as more 

people are using their disposable income to cook 
good quality, nutritious, traceable, delicious 
British beef. I’m confident that after the pandemic 
has subsided, the general public will continue to 
cook at home with quality branded beef such as 
Hereford and use their new-found skills 
developed during lockdown. 

With a Brexit deal now concluded, we can look 
forward to 2021, with the Hereford Cattle Society 
well placed to address most, if not all, the major 
issues facing the beef industry. We have a breed 
that thrives on a grass and forage-based diets, 
one that will meet the expectations of 
environmentally conscious processors, retailers 
and consumers. Over the next few years, council 
members will adopt a two-pronged approach, 
continue with Hereford Beef marketing, while 
simultaneously conducting an evidence-based 
project to highlight the breed’s ability to produce 
beef sustainably.

Newly designed UK Hereford Society Logo
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Canada

Throughout the year, CHA members have tried to 
remain active and involved when our traditional 
events have been canceled. 

Canada sent 12 members and staff to the World 
Hereford Conference in New Zealand in March, 
and we can’t speak highly enough of the 
success of the conference and tours. Our sincere 
gratitude goes out to the event organizers and 
the breeders that welcomed us onto their 
operations.  

In the spring of 2020, the CHA Board began a 
fulsome strategic plan for the Association and the 
breed’s position in the domestic, commercial 
market. The lockdown certainly has slowed the 
process, but we are moving forward and using 
the feedback from commercial cattle producers, 
feedlots, and the meatpacking sector to shape 
the direction of the breed in Canada. We want to 
make sure that Hereford will remain a competitive 
beef breed option in Canada, and there is 
undoubtedly an opportunity for Hereford to grow 
market share in Canada. This strategic plan is 
far-reaching, focusing on increasing commercial 
engagement, addressing industry perceptions of 
the breed, and empowering members to fulfill a 
breed improvement strategy to position the 
breed in Canada as a vital component in the 
commercial cattle industry.

The first steps of the strategic plan are being 
rolled out; we have redesigned the Canadian 
Hereford Digest providing a fresh face for the 
industry. We have also launched a new marketing 
campaign with television advertisements, print 
advertising, and social media. We invite our 
international Hereford family to follow us on 
Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram and subscribe 
to the Canadian Hereford Digest; visit 
www.hereford.ca to find out how to subscribe. 

The Canadian Junior Hereford Association has 
been a pillar of the Hereford breed in Canada 
since the 1980’s. This year marked the first year 
we could not host a national junior show, but that 
did not stop our youth. The juniors quickly rallied 
and rolled out a virtual week of competitions, 
including art, judging, public speaking, 
marketing, and four separate live cattle shows. 
Not inhibited by the cost of travel, we had 
hundreds of Junior members enter the 
competition in one form or another. It was 
gratifying to see the drive our youth have to 
celebrate their enthusiasm for the Hereford 
breed. 

Virtual shows took the place of many of our 
traditional shows in 2020, and although the 
virtual events are not the same as live cattle 
shows, they helped fill the void. Canadian 
Western Agribition held a virtual show this year, 
and although it did not attract the same high 
volume of cattle, the quality remained high. The 
Agribition Evolution Series Champion Hereford 
Bull and Champion Hereford Female were both 
bred and entered by Remitall West Polled 
Herefords. These high-quality entries represented 
the breed against all the other breed champions 
in the virtual show and were selected as the 
Supreme Bull and Supreme Female of the 
Evolution Series. 

Canadian Hereford genetics have had great 
success in the US market as well. The Canadian 
bred bull, Haroldson’s United 33D 36G, was 
recently named Grand Champion Polled Bull and 
selected as the Supreme bull over all breeds at 
the Cattleman’s Congress in Oklahoma, a show 
that took the place of the National Western Stock 
Show for 2021.

2020 Agribition Evolution Series Supreme Champion Female 
Remitall-W Belle ET 45F

2020 Agribition Evolution Series Supreme Champion Bull 
Remitall-W We the North ET 83G

2021 Cattleman’s Congress (Oklahoma, USA) Champion 
Polled Bull Haroldson’s United 33D 36G
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Australia

Dubbo
The 59th annual Herefords Australia National 
Sale (Dubbo) was held online via AuctionsPlus on 
Tuesday 2 June.

The sale saw 16 of 23 bulls sell to a top price of 
$16,000 and average $8,375 while all four heifers 
offered sold to a top price of $10,500 and 
averaged $5,875.

The top price of $16,000 was paid by Robert 
Hain of Gunyah Herefords, Cooma for Supple 
Panlicker, offered by Ben and Leanne Rumbel of 
Supple Whiteface, Guyra.

Supple Panlicker weighed in at 878 kilograms 
with a scrotal measurement of 39.5 centimetres.
Sired by Merawah Spotlight H35, Panlicker 
appealed to Mr. Hain for his good conformation 
and muscle pattern.

“He’s got a nice, soft muscle pattern and a good 
smooth shoulder... We’re looking for cattle that 
are easy doing with a moderate frame and 
slightly earlier maturing,” Mr. Hain said.

Despite being unable to see the bull in person 
prior to the sale, Mr. Hain said the bull had 
caught his eye early on and he had received 
good reports from several people.

Panlicker will be joined with 40 Gunyah cows at 
an agistment block in Yeoval due to a lack of 
feed around Cooma.

“Hopefully we’ll get some sort of a Spring and 
they can all come home again,” Mr. Hain said.

Ben Rumbel of Supple Whiteface described 
Panlicker as “the type of animal I’m trying to 
breed.”

“He’s a long, well balanced bull with good skin 
and hair and a beautiful muscle pattern,” Mr. 
Rumbel said.

The second top price of the sale of $15,000 was 
paid for Koanui Techno 3062 son, Grathlyn 
Pacemaker, offered by the Rayner family of 
Grathlyn Pastoral, Mudgee.

Purchased by Llandillo Herefords in Bathurst, 
Pacemaker weighed 890 kilograms with a scrotal 
circumference of 40.5 centimetres.

Pacemaker is a high indexing bull with an 
impressive set of EBVs with 200, 400 and 600-

day weights in the top one percent of the breed 
and all Indexes in the top 10 percent.

Lee White of Llandillo said they were interested in 
the Koanui Techno bloodline and were impressed 
by Pacemaker’s good carcase EBVs and scan 
data.

“He’s the type of bull we’re looking for with good 
softness and carcase... He’s got good power 
over the top and good skin,” Mr. White said.

Mr. White said that Pacemaker suits the Llandillo 
commercial branded beef operation, but he will 
also be used over stud cows.

The third top priced bull was another Techno son 
out of the Grathlyn stud; Grathlyn Pagan which 
sold for $12,000 to Kidman Poll Herefords, 
Dubbo.

Andrew Rayner of Grathlyn was very pleased 
with their sale results on the day, selling all seven 
bulls and both heifers offered by the stud.

“We had a good day, we averaged over $9000 
so we’re very happy,” Mr. Rayner said.

Supple Panlicker made the top price of $16,000 at the 59th 
Herefords Australia National Sale (Dubbo).

Grathlyn Pacemaker sold for $15,000 to Llandillo Herefords.



The top heifer price of $10,500 was made by 
JTR Cherry Ripe Q006, offered by Tim and 
Jemma Reid of JTR Cattle Company.

The 14-month-old heifer was purchased by 
Talumbi Herefords of Yarra.

Both Tim and Jemma Reid said they were 
“stoked” with the result and saw the heifer sale 
as a good opportunity to get their female line out 
there in the breed.

“We offered what we thought was our best heifer 
and it paid off... To have a 14-month-old, 
unjoined heifer make $10,500 is pretty exciting,” 
Mr. Reid said.

Cherry Ripe Q006 was sired by Valma Landslide 
and out of a JTR Cherry Ripe female.

“She is out of one of our best cows, it’s a family 
line that we really liked... She’s really feminine, 
long, and deep,” Mr. Reid said.

Including the heifer sale in this year’s Dubbo 
National was a revisited idea rather than a new 
idea according to committee chairman Andrew 
Rayner.

“We knew bull numbers would be tight this year 
and with the Sydney Royal sale not going ahead 
it was a good opportunity to boost our 
numbers,” Mr. Rayner said.

The online only sale format was deemed a 
success by both vendors and buyers with both 
parties agreeing it was the best way for the sale 
to still be able to go ahead given current 
restrictions.

“There were no complaints with the online sale, 
but we didn’t have much choice this year,” Mr 
Rayner said.

Ben Rumbel sold bulls at both the Wodonga and 
Dubbo National online sales this year and 
deemed both sales a success.

“I believe that the buyers who can’t attend the 
sales in person in future will now be more 
confident with the digital platform,” Mr Rumbel 
added.

Robert Hain agreed that the online sale had been 
successful but noted that it was important for 
buyers to do their research on the bulls they are 
interested in prior to the sale.

“The online platform works alright if you do your 
homework beforehand,” Mr Hain said.

Grathlyn Pagan made the third top price of $13,000, selling 
to Kidman Poll Herefords.

JTR Cherry Ripe Q006 made the top heifer price of $10,500.
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Wodonga

Wodonga Sale Results 2020
The 55th Herefords Australia National Sale saw a 
top line-up of Hereford bulls sell to $55,000 and 
average $9,040.

Held online via AuctionsPlus due to COVID-19 
restrictions, 100 of 110 bulls sold in the online 
sale for a clearance of 91 percent and a sale 
gross of $904,000.

Show and sale coordinator Jamie-Lee Oldfield 
was very pleased with the outcome considering 
the events leading up to the sale.

“The sale matched and probably exceeded our 
expectations given the changed format... It’s a 
really positive result, we’re really happy with the 
outcome,” Ms. Oldfield said.

The top price of the sale of $55,000 was paid for 
Yarawa South Paradise P112, offered by the 
Forster-Peel Partnership of Batlow, NSW.

20-month-old Paradise was purchased in a 
50/50 partnership between Valma and Nova Poll 
Hereford studs in Tasmania.

Sired by imported U.S. sire KCF Bennett 
Homeland C34, Paradise weighed in at 895 
kilograms with a scrotal circumference of 45 
centimetres.

Cam Clements of Nova Poll Herefords and 
Andrew McLauchlan of Valma Poll Herefords 
were both impressed by the combination of 
phenotype and the strong EBV set that Paradise 
had on offer.

“His fats and IMF were one of the main things we 
were drawn to... He has a very soft skin and 
good doing ability which is very important in the 
commercial market... He’s also an outcross sire 
with a good set of EBVs that will compliment our 
cow herd really well,” Mr McLauchlan said.

Paradise is a low birth weight bull with an IMF 
EBV in the top five percent of the breed and an 
eye muscle area EBV in the top 10 percent.

Mr Clements commended Paradise’s structure 
and EBVs, combined with softness and easy 
doing ability.

“We like the structure in the bull and the depth in 
his hind quarter... He had everything we were 
looking for and Andrew and I felt he was the 
complete package,” Mr Clements said.

Greg Peel of Forster-Peel Partnership was very 
happy with the sale result and said they have 
been focussing on carcase traits within their 
herd.

“We’re aiming to improve our carcase with good 
growth, good milk and easy calving,” Mr Peel 
said.

The second top price of the sale was $42,000 
which was paid for yearling bull, Tarcombe 
Encore Q053, offered by Tarcombe Herefords, 
Ruffy, Victoria.

At only 13 months of age, Encore weighed 668 
kilograms with a scrotal circumference of 40 
centimetres.

Purchased by Yavenvale Herefords in Adelong 
NSW, Encore was sired by U.S. sire KCF Bennett 
Encore Z311 and out of a Tarcombe Cora female 
sired by Wirruna Fort F382.

Tarcome Encore Q053 offered a very strong EBV 
set with a scrotal circumferences and IMF EBV in 
the top five percent of the breed and 200, 400, 
600-day weights in the top 10 percent of the 
breed.

James Pearce of Yavenvale Herefords was drawn 
to Encore’s impressive genetic package 
combined with his excellent phenotype.

“It’s rare to find that combination of performance 
data with outcross genetics and a pretty 
impressive phenotype, so we thought he was 
pretty unique in that respect,” Mr. Pearce said.

Mr. Pearce was also drawn to the fact that 
Encore was one of the youngest bulls offered in 
the catalogue which will promote faster rates of 
genetic gain.

“It’s pretty exciting that a bull this young sold so 
well,” Mr. Pearce said.

Grand champion bull of the Wodonga National 
Show, Kanimbla Power Town P067 made the 
third highest price of the sale at $30,000.

Power Town was purchased in partnership 
between 3R Livestock and Bowen Downs Poll 
Herefords.

The August 2018 drop bull impressed show 
judge Erica Halliday of Ben Nevis Angus in the 
show classes, and equally impressed Geoff 
Birchnell of 3R Livestock.



“The bull himself is a standout individual, he’s a 
hard bull to fault,” Mr. Birchnell said.

Another son of an imported U.S. sire; NJW 73S 
W18 Hometown 10Y, Kanimbla Power Town 
P067 weighed 916 kilograms with a scrotal 
circumference of 42 centimetres.

Mr Birchnell was particularly drawn to the NJW 
Hometown genetic line having had success with 
similar genetics and having seen Hometown 
progeny sell well across the world.

“Hometown progeny are commercially relevant, 
and the line has been so well proven - there are 
between 10,000 and 15,000 registered 
Hometown progeny around the world.”

“We’ve used the Hometown line before and been 
really impressed with the cattle he has 
produced.”

“Throughout the drought our Hometown cattle 
performed really well and maintained very high 
fertility,” Mr Birchnell said.

Adding to Power Town’s genetic merit is a well-
rounded set of EBVs, with milk, scrotal 
circumference, EMA, carcase weight and retail 
beef yield figures in the top five percent of the 
breed and 200, 400 and 600-day weight EBVs in 
the top 10 percent of the breed.

NJW 73S W18 Hometown 10Y is also the 
grandsire of top priced bull Yarawa South 
Paradise P112.

A second Kanimbla bull; Kanimbla Tundra P110 
made the equal fourth top price of the sale, 
selling for $22,000 to Yavenvale Herefords.

Weighing in at 803 kilograms with an IMF EBV in 
the top five percent of the breed, Tundra 
appealed to James Pearce of Yavenvale 
Herefords with his impressive carcase data and 
well balanced EBVs.

“He’s got very strong carcase data with a really 
high IMF EBV and terrific balanced figures... I 
found him a really eye-catching bull,” Mr. Pearce 
said.

According to Mr Pearce the two bulls Yavenvale 
purchased are part of a continued effort to 
maintain their herd’s extremely high carcase 
EBVs with a particular focus on IMF.

Yarawa South Paradise P112 made the top price of $55,000 
and sold to Valma and Nova Poll Hereford studs in Tasmania.

Yearling bull Tarcombe Encore Q053 sold for $42,000 to 
Yavenvale Herefords.

Grand champion bull Kanimbla Power Town P067 made the 
third highest price of the sale at $30,000 and was purchased 
in partnership between 3R Livestock and Bowen Downs Poll 
Herefords.
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The second bull to make $22,000 was Mawarra 
Star Attraction P033, which sold to Philip Davie 
of Guilford Poll Herefords, Ouse, Tasmania.
Sired by renowned New Zealand sire Koanui 
Techno 3062, Star Attraction boasts 400 and 
600-day weight EBVs in the top one percent of 
the breed and is in the top five percent for scrotal 
circumference and IMF.

27-month-old Star Attraction weighed in at 1132 
kilograms with the top scrotal measurement of 
the catalogue of 49 centimetres.

While buying strength at the top end of the sale 
was underpinned by stud buyers, agents 
reported great commercial enquiry in the lead up 
to the sale, which was reflected in the overall sale 
clearance.

David Hill of Elders Omeo purchased six bulls in 
the sale on behalf of a number of commercial 
clients who would normally attend the sale in 
person.

“The guys we were buying for wanted horned 
bulls and they’ve been buying bulls [at Wodonga] 
for years... There’s a lot of positives that came 
out of the sale, I reckon the format was really 
good,” Mr Hill said.

Vendors and purchasers commended the 
innovative new format that was adopted for the 
2020 National Show and Sale, noting the 
exceptional result given the different 
circumstances.

“The organisers have done an outstanding job, I 
couldn’t fault it in any way,” Mr. Clements said.

“The whole format was really good and 
innovative,” Mr Birchnell said.

Ms. Oldfield also commended the videographers; 
Ben Hooper, Brandon Sykes and Emily Hurst on 
what was a “momentous task” to get all the bulls 
photographed and videoed in time for the judging 
and sale.

Kanimbla Tundra P110 made the equal fourth top price of the 
sale, selling for $22,000 to Yavenvale Herefords.

Mawarra Star Attraction P033 also sold for $22,000 to Philip 
Davie of Guilford Poll Herefords.
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Wodonga Show Results 2020
The junior champion bull in this year’s online 
Wodonga National Show; Kanimbla Power Town 
P067 has gone on to take out the grand 
champion title of the show.

Exhibited by Kanimbla Poll Herefords, the 21-
month-old son of imported U.S. sire NJW 73S 
W18 Hometown 10Y was awarded the grand 
champion prize by show judge; Erica Halliday of 
Ben Nevis Angus, Walcha NSW.

Ms Halliday described Power Town as beautifully 
balanced and difficult to fault.

“What we’ve got [in this bull] is something really 
rare, and that’s a combination of muscle and 
softness, doing ability and constitution combined 
with an extra bit of pizzazz and sire power that 
you don’t see every day,” Ms Halliday said.

Power Town weighed 916 kilograms with a 
scrotal circumference of 42 centimetres with 200, 
400, and 600-day weight BREEDPLAN EBVs in 
the top 10 percent of the breed.

“He just blew my mind when we saw him in the 
class, and to me he’s a clear winner,” Ms Halliday 
said.

Jim McWilliam of Kanimbla Poll Herefords was 
delighted with the result and said they had 
received a lot of positive feedback on their bull.

“We’re exceptionally happy, I don’t think it’s sunk 
in yet,” Mr McWilliam said.

Mr McWilliam said that Kanimbla aim to produce 
cattle that are “functional and consistent” with 
the ability to move the Hereford breed into the 
future.

“We want our cattle to be high muscling without 
losing maternal traits, and backed by a strong 
cow family,” Mr McWilliam said.

Reserve junior champion bull was awarded to 
Ravensdale Rocket P233, exhibited by 
Ravensdale Poll Herefords.

The 20-month-old bull was sired by New Zealand 
sire Monymusk Gallant 110089 and weighed in 
at 838 kilograms with a scrotal measurement of 
42 centimetres.

Ms Haliday described Rocket as “a magnificent 
package of phenotype and genotype.”

In the intermediate classes the champion title 
was awarded to 21-month-old Tarcombe 
Homeland P177 exhibited by Tim Hayes of 
Tarcombe Herefords, Ruffy, Victoria.

Tarcombe Homeland P177 is a high indexing bull 
with a Northern Self Replacing, Northern Baldy 
Terminal and Southern Baldy Maternal Index in 
the top five percent of the breed. His Southern 
Self Replacing Index figure is in the top 10 
percent of the breed.

Ms Haliday loved Homeland’s mobility and 
power, as well as his ability to bring about 
change in the Hereford breed.

“Every now and then you come across special 
bulls that bring about change and change that is 
really needed... For him what he adds to the 
breed is extra muscle without losing the softness 
and the doing ability,” Ms Halliday said.

Ms Halliday also commended Homeland’s 
excellent EBVs, describing him as “the complete 
package.”

Reserve intermediate champion was awarded to 
Doodle Cooma Prime Time.

The June 2018 drop sire weighed 914 kilograms 
with a scrotal circumference of 35 centimetres.

Ms Halliday described Prime Time as stylish and 
balanced, with a lovely soft muscle pattern and 
lovely extension through his front end.

Ravensdale Poll Herefords took a clean sweep of 
the Senior division, taking out both the champion 
and reserve titles with Ravensdale Trojan P007 
and Ravensdale Spitfire P047.

Senior champion Ravensdale Trojan P007 
weighed 1008 kilograms with a scrotal 
circumference of 41 centimetres.

Sired by Kidman decker H273, Trojan impressed 
the judge with his combination of mobility and 
genetic strength.

“It was [his] combination of structural 
correctness, genetic potential and phenotypic 
excellence that put this bull right up in the top of 
the senior section,” Ms Halliday said.

Reserve senior champion Ravensdale Spitfire 
P047 was sired by Injemira Anzac K220 and 
weighed 992 kilograms with a scrotal 
circumference of 43 centimetres.



Ms Halliday commended Spitfire’s mobility and 
structure, describing him as a freely striding bull.

“I love the way that he moves, he has such 
presence and appeal,” Ms Halliday said.

Most successful exhibitor of the show was 
awarded to Ravensdale Poll Herefords.

Ms Halliday said it was a “real pleasure” to judge 
the Herefords Australia National Show (Wodonga) 
and commended all breeders and vendors on the 
quality of the animals exhibited.

“I'd like to thank the Hereford team for the 
opportunity to judge, it’s been a wonderful 
experience,” Ms Halliday said.

(For the full list of class results go to 
https://www.herefordsaustralia.com.au/2020/05/
wodonga-national-show-full-class-results/

Junior and grand champion bull Kanimbla Power Town P067

Reserve junior champion bull Ravensdale Rocket P233

Intermediate champion bull Tarcombe Homeland P177

Reserve intermediate champion bull Doodle Cooma Prime 
Time

Senior champion bull Ravensdale Trojan P007

Reserve senior champion bull Ravensdale Spitfire P047
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Talbalba

Talbalba Bull Sale Report 2020
- Talalba Emperor P043 fetches $100,000!!

Sale date: 27/8/2020

Number offered: 53

Number sold: 53

Top price: $100,000

Average price: $11,867

Name of top priced animal: Talbalba Emperor P043

Sire of top priced animal: Mawarra Emperor

Purchaser of top priced animal: Cara Park and Yarram Park Studs

Sale comments: Talbalba’s 4th on property sale was extraordinary, our 
best sale ever topping at $100,000 for Talbalba Emperor P043 (H) and 
achieving 100% clearance.

With only 1 other bull selling into a stud our commercial support was very 
strong; taking out the top price commercial bulls averaged over 10K.

Buyers appreciated the combination of well balanced EBVs and good 
phenotypes (visual muscle, structure, feet and cosmetics) giving us 
confidence plus in our breeding program. 

Talbalba Emperor P043 sold for $100,000 to Cara Park and Yarram Park studs.
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USA

American’s Country report 2020

2020 American Hereford Association Update
The American Hereford Association (AHA) is 
capitalizing on the documented strengths of 
Hereford genetics to provide new opportunities 
for cattle producers looking to improve their 
marketing and management.

“As the U.S. cowherd continues to improve in 
quality, the American Hereford Association is 
committed to providing more opportunities to 
market superior genetics,” says AHA Executive 
Vice President Jack Ward. “Our focus is to create 
the opportunity and the kind of genetics and the 
tools our members need to have to support 
improvement in the industry.”

Breeders have made vast strides in genetic 
improvement. For instance, since 2008 Hereford 
breeders have improved calving ease by 17%, 
growth traits by 20%, 86% in ribeye area and 
150% in marbling.

“It’s time for the industry to come home to 
Hereford,” Ward says. “We have much to offer 
the commercial industry.”

Breed Improvement
The AHA continues to embrace technology to 
strengthen the core foundation of its genetic 
evaluation to provide the strongest breed 
improvement tools for its members and for the 
commercial cattle industry. Fiscal year (FY) 2020 
marked a historic year within the area of breed 
improvement as Whole Herd Total Performance 
Records (TPR™) celebrated 20 years of being 
the backbone of the AHA’s genetic evaluation. 
Through this robust program, the AHA has 
collected a very precise and unbiased set of 
phenotypes to form and to predict an extremely 
accurate suite of expected progeny differences 
(EPDs). 

The AHA currently has more than 115,000 
genotypes in its database, up 28% from last 
fiscal year. These genotypes aid in improving the 
accuracy of an animal’s EPDs. With this, the AHA 
upgraded to the high-density GGP 100K chip to 
continue to identify key genetic markers of 
interest for continued improvement and research. 
FY 2020 also marked the first recognition award 
year for the Platinum TPR breeder recognition. 
Thirteen breeders from eight states were 
recognized with the highest performance award 
available to members showing their commitment 

to going above and beyond collecting whole herd 
phenotypes and genotypes. 

To further highlight the strength of the AHA’s 
genetic evaluation the National Reference Sire 
Program celebrates 21 years. More than 420 
bulls have been tested through this program, 
building on the AHA’s strong inventory of birth-
to-harvest phenotypes.

Also, in FY 2020 AHA began a research project, 
collaborating with David Riley, Ph.D., Texas A&M, 
and Dorian Garrick, Ph.D., Massey University, 
New Zealand, to identify genetic markers to 
predict eye pigment. Previous research suggests 
markers may exist to assist in predicting an 
animal’s eye pigment. The AHA looks forward to 
gaining a better understanding of the genetic 
markers driving pigmentation in the Hereford 
breed. 

Reinitiated in 2019, the Pan-American Cattle 
Evaluation (PACE) genetic evaluation was 
updated July 6, 2020. This global evaluation 
includes data from the U.S., Uruguay and 
Argentina and is updated on a yearly basis. 
Conducting a global evaluation like PACE speaks 
volumes to the technological advancements and 
the opportunities of extended commerce 
between all countries involved. The AHA is 
thankful for the great relationships with our PACE 
partners and we look forward to making genetic 
evaluation advancements in the future.

Focus on the female
In FY 2020 the AHA added the Marker Effects 
Model (MEM) utilizing Biometric Open Language 
Tools (BOLT) to our maternal traits to incorporate 
the genomic information for Sustained Cow 
Fertility (SCF), Milk (M) and Calving Ease Maternal 
(CEM) EPDs. This feat was accomplished 
because of a successful cow herd project that 
rounded up more than 10,000 female genotypes 
and the continued effort of breeders who have 
increased collecting female genotypes in their 
respective herds. Female genotypes accounted 
for 57% of the 25,000 genotypes collected in FY 
2020. This is definitely a progressive trend by 
AHA breeders showing their investment in breed 
improvement. 

Adding the genomic component to SCF, M and 
CEM helps to accurately determine a sire’s 
maternal contributions earlier in his lifetime, as 
opposed to waiting for results until he has 
multiple daughters in production. In fact, 
genotyping a nonparent animal for M EPD alone 
provides the equivalent accuracy of a sire with 15 
daughters already in production.
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Adding Marketplace Value
In response to industry demands for cattle 
backed by documentation, the Hereford 
Advantage feeder cattle marketing program now 
incorporates vaccination history, BQA 
certification and genetic verification components, 
as well as source and age verification. With the 
credibility of IMI Global’s third-party oversight, the 
Hereford Advantage is a vehicle to get 
information to buyers while giving producers 
using the best genetics and proper management 
techniques a voice in the marketplace.
The program’s genetic component requires a 
minimum of 50% Hereford genetics, a bull 
battery ranking in the top 50% of the breed for 
the CHB$ profit index and transferred ownership.
“The requirements and components of this 
program really help to add value to these cattle 
to gain confidence from buyers, and we’re 
excited to see this program grow,” says Trey 
Befort, AHA director of commercial programs.

Hereford Feedout Program
To provide producers an opportunity to learn 
more about their genetic merit and to expand 
marketing avenues, the AHA has partnered with 
HRC Feed Yards, Scott City, Kan., to offer the 
Hereford Feedout Program. Participants in this 
program will have the ability to collect valuable 
carcass and performance data, while gaining 
first-hand experience in the cattle feeding 
industry. Participating cattle are also given the 
opportunity to be marketed through an industry-
leading U.S. Premium Beef® marketing program 
as Certified Hereford Beef candidates, giving 
producers large and small a great avenue to 
directly connect with the brand. The information 
gained from this program not only helps the 

participants to improve their genetic quality, but 
also helps to strengthen the AHA’s genetic 
evaluation and expected progeny difference 
accuracies. In its first year approximately 300 
head, representing producers from eight states, 
were fed through the program. 

Feeder cattle marketing
The AHA is now offering a unique opportunity for 
Hereford producers to access more marketing 
outlets for their feeder cattle through a 
partnership with S= Cattle Co., a cattle-buying 
business owned and operated by Nolan Stone 
and based in Eaton, Colo.

AHA field representatives will have the 
opportunity to locate and source Hereford-based 
feeder cattle to be marketed through Stone, with 
the aim to increase marketing avenues for 
commercial Hereford producers - and drive 
additional value for the breed. Both parties will 
also help locate backgrounding opportunities for 
feeder cattle and will work to organize locations 
across the country to pull small loads of cattle to 
get them weaned, vaccinated and sorted into 
marketable, uniform groups.

‘Come Home to Hereford’
To mark the beginning of fiscal year (FY) 2020, 
the American Hereford Association (AHA) 
unveiled its new national advertising campaign, 
‘Come Home to Hereford’. The campaign’s goal 
is to promote the advantages of Hereford 
genetics in the marketplace supported through 
research showing the economic advantages of 
the breed. The AHA partnered with Grant 
Company, St. Joseph, Mo., to develop and to 
grow the campaign.
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Allied partners in education
The American Hereford Association (AHA) has 
partnered with industry-leading organizations to 
provide educational opportunities for members 
and cattle producers. These partnerships offer 
the latest information and tools to help 
operations develop strong animal health and 
genetic programs. 

Merck Animal Health (known as MSD Animal 
Health outside the United States and Canada) 
has committed to a five-years partnership with 
the AHA to educate cattle producers on the 
importance of animal health programs in 
maximizing cattle's genetic potential. Through 
the partnership, Merck Animal Health will lead 
educational sessions at the AHA’s Annual 
Membership Meeting and Conference, as well as 
at the association's in-person and online 
educational opportunities.

Similarly, AHA members will now have expanded 
access to expertise from the Neogen Genomics 
team to make the best use of the rapidly evolving 
genomic tools available to them. Educational 
opportunities for producers will be available at in-
person AHA-sanctioned conferences and other 
meetings, as well as via on-line events and 
resources. There will also be educational 
opportunities for junior members to learn about 
the concept of genomic testing for genetic 
improvement.

National Junior Hereford Association
The future depends on today’s experiences and 
even amidst social distancing guidelines and a 
global pandemic, Hereford youth continued to 
take advantage of scholarship and educational 
opportunities through the National Junior 
Hereford Association (NJHA) in FY 2020.

Young leadership takes global stage
In March, six NJHA members took the journey of 
a lifetime and traveled to New Zealand to 
compete in the Young Breeders Competition 
during the 2020 World Hereford Conference. 
Team USA brought home a third-place overall 
finish, just two points shy of second place. A 
highlight was the team’s first place honors in the 
presentation module of the competition with a 
speech about bridging the gap between urban 
and rural populations. The team’s victory earned 
the opportunity to share their presentation with 
the 400 attendees at the World Hereford 
Conference. This global experience is sure to 
open doors for future networking opportunities 
with Hereford breeders and junior members from 
other countries.

NJHA_WHC_Speech-module: Team USA finished strong in 
the Young Breeders Competition, earning first in the 
presentation module and third-place overall, two points 
behind the first-place team, Australia Red. Pictured (left to 
right) are: Abigail Spindle, Keayla Harr, Tyler Allan and Taylor 
Belle Matheny.

NJHA_WHC_show: Six NJHA members represented the U.S. 
in the Young Breeders Competition. Pictured (left to right) are: 
Abigail Spindle, Tyler Allan, Keayla Harr, Taylor Belle Matheny, 
Rylee Barber, Amy Cowan (AHA director of youth activities) 
and Hannah Williams. 
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2020 VitaFerm® Junior National Hereford 
Expo
In spite of all the challenges of 2020, Hereford 
youth came home to Kansas City, Mo., and 
gathered this summer at the VitaFerm® Junior 
National Hereford Expo (JNHE), one of the 
industry’s biggest stages. But it was much more 
than a cattle show. It was the strength of rural 
America on display and the commitment of the 
Hereford breed to the next generation. In total 
there were 1,082 entries, hailing from 37 states 
and Canada. More than 8,000 individuals tuned 
in to Walton Webcasting throughout the week to 
watch the Hereford shows and the virtual awards 
ceremonies.

Shootout brings education to the forefront
BioZyme® Inc. and VitaFerm continued to 
expand their sponsorship outside the showring 
to include the NJHA Fed Steer Shootout, and in 
FY 2020 education was brought to the forefront 
of this up-and-coming program for Hereford 
youth. With 111 head of purebred and 
commercial pens and individual Herefords on 
feed, contestants expanded their knowledge of 
the feedlot industry. The comprehensive 
educational program included a performance 
portfolio, quizzes and new this year, participants 
had to complete the online Beef Quality 
Assurance course to be eligible for the top-five 
and NJHA Fed Steer Shootout Junior of the Year 
awards.

Scholarship payouts soar to new heights
The scholarship fund is the cornerstone of the 
HYFA and countless youth are the benefactors of 
the mission. Scholarship disbursements soared 
to a whole new level and as HYFA turned the 
page on FY 2020, scholarships made headlines 
with an impressive $225,000. This allowed junior 
members to further their education and to travel 
abroad and represent the U.S. at the World 
Hereford Conference. 

In addition to the travel scholarships, new this 
year was the inaugural National Hereford Queen 
scholarship. This was made possible with a joint 

fundraising effort between the National Hereford 
Women and HYFA. Last fall, the first MGM/Merry 
Family Scholarship was awarded to a student 
pursuing a veterinary degree.

Foundation female nears million-dollar mark
The Hereford breed is rich with history and the 
Lot 1 Foundation Female that headlines the Mile 
High Night sale in Denver is one of HYFA’s long-
standing traditions. In January, PCC New Mexico 
Lady 8170 sold for $70,000 to benefit HYFA’s 
Growing a Lasting Legacy Campaign at the Mile 
High Night Sale during the National Western 
Stock Show.

The Lot 1 Foundation Female has highlighted the 
national Hereford sale in Denver for more than a 
decade and has raised a total of $960,000 to 
support HYFA’s mission of leadership and 
education. New Mexico Lady was donated by 
Pérez Cattle Co., Nara Visa, N.M., and when the 
gavel fell for the last time, the female was 
purchased by Whitey and Weyman Hunt of 
Innisfail Farm, Madison, Ga.

Certified Hereford Beef® Brand
2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the Certified 
Hereford Beef® brand. The Certified Hereford 
Beef team is proud to celebrate a brand that 
continues to evolve and accommodate the 
demands of consumers worldwide. The Certified 
Hereford Beef Premium 
program, introduced to 
the market in 2017, is 
currently the fastest 
growing CHB line with 
about 10 million pounds 
being distributed annually.

The Premium program is an upper two-thirds 
Unites States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
Choice and higher quality grade product line. The 
creation of this line catapulted the brand into the 
industry and allowed CHB to compete with top 
brands that dominate the current market.
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Bonica passes the reins
Outgoing World Hereford Council (WHC) 
Secretary General Jose (Pepe) Bonica, Uruguay, 
recently attended his last World Hereford 
Conference, while representing the globe’s 
Hereford breeders. In a meeting held in 
conjunction with the 2020 conference, WHC 
country delegates elected Larry Feeney of Ireland 
as the incoming secretary general.

During his eight-year, two-term tenure, which 
began Jan. 1, 2013, Bonica has attended council 
meetings in Canada, Uruguay and New Zealand. 
“There is always something to learn from 
somebody else,” he says.

As a leader and life-long learner, Bonica is a huge 
proponent of face-to-face meetings, noting the 
value that stems from people meeting and 
shaking hands. Conversations and comradery 
draws Bonica to Hereford events around the 
world, including the Beef Improvement 
Federation Research Symposium and 
Convention in the U.S.

Bonica insists Hereford breeders must stick 
together to achieve results. He points out there 
are many global challenges cattle producers 
must address, primarily animal welfare concerns 
and finding ways to relate with people who live in 
cities.

In regards to addressing animal welfare, Bonica 
says Hereford breeders can universally promote 
the breed’s disposition and good temperament. 
“You can allow your grandchildren to play with a 
Hereford bull without a handler with no fear at 
all,” he notes. “That’s something you don’t know 
the price of until you become a grandfather.”

For Hereford breeders worldwide, Bonica has 
two challenges: “Within your farm, you have to 
learn to study and to be updated with all new 
technologies. Outside your farm, you have to tell 
your story to people in the cities - it’s your 
responsibility.”

Bonica’s perspectives stem from his world 
travels and his background living in both rural 
and urban communities. He grew up on his 
family’s farm until he was 6 years old, moved to a 
local town for elementary school, and then 
ventured to Uruguay’s capital city, Montevideo, to 
finish secondary studies and to attend university, 
where he studied agronomy. Out of college he 
was offered a job on a rice farm, a commodity in 
which he had no experience. Following his dad’s 
recommendation, he gave large-scale rice 
farming a shot and has been working in rice and 
cattle production ever since. 

As the second smallest country in South 
America, Uruguay has one of the strongest 
agricultural markets on the continent. It is also 
home to many passionate cattlemen. In Uruguay, 
‘cattle’ does not refer to just any breed.

“When I say cattle, I mean Hereford,” Bonica 
clarifies. “Hereford is the main breed in my 
country - it is extremely popular.” 

The Hereford Uruguay organization is supported 
by about 500 members, representing 10,000 
animals per year. “The Hereford success in my 
country relies on the people,” Bonica says. “We 
like to say, ‘No breed is better than its breeders.’”

Bonica believes this motto holds true for 
Hereford breeders worldwide, and is confident in 
the breed’s continued growth. He hopes he 
contributed to this success during his time as 
secretary general, and is thankful for the 
opportunities he was provided during his service.

“I’m very glad to say I have no regrets on what 
the Hereford breed has provided for me, and I 
hope I was able to give something in return,” 
Bonica reflects. “I have been blessed with many 
friends within the Hereford family, and I hope to 
always keep those friendships, at least in my 
heart.”

Incoming World Hereford Council Secretary General Larry 
Feeney (l) of Ireland poses with outgoing Secretary General 
Jose (Pepe) Bonica of Uruguay. Feeney is the secretary for 
the Irish Hereford Breed Society, a post he has held for over 
30 years.
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New Zealand

NZ Herefords 2020 Year
What a year NZ Herefords has had! We always 
knew it would be an incredible year, hosting the 
Boehringer Ingelheim World Hereford Conference 
but we could not have imagined half of it.

Colin Corney President of NZ Herefords

NZ Herefords council, staff, Hereford Prime and 
breeders worked together to host 450 visitors 
from 18 countries. We enjoyed showing the large 
contingent from the Hereford Cattle Society, our 
country, and cattle and sharing our hospitality. 
Lifelong friends amongst breeders were 
reacquainted and for myself, created. Phil 
Barnett (Chair of WHC Operations) and I enjoyed 
every minute of the conference and tours, which 
started on the 27th February, prior to any COVID 
cases being identified in NZ. Unfortunately for 
everyone who attended the conference, the dark 
cloud of COVID hang over us all immediately on 
dispersal of Queenstown, however it’s testimony 
to the breed the way everyone stayed calm with 
staff and NZ councilors when there was so much 
global alarm and fear. On behalf of all the council 
and staff, I sincerely thank the Irish breeders for 
travelling the distance to attend WHC and for 
your understanding, patience and support while 
the realization of a global pandemic unfolded. 

Our aim for the World Hereford Conference was 
to ensure everyone had a message to take home 
to their own business in their own country. We 
dispersed theatre sessions with farm visits which 
challenged us all with science and data, such as 
scanning animal for carcass traits and deciding 
what to do with the information. A day was also 
committed to focusing on the environment and 
soils, which was extremely thought provoking 
and topical. Combined, it made us question what 
we are required to do, to be the breed which is 
looked upon as protecting the environment and 
the soils, while delivering an outstanding product. 
By scheduling top speakers and providing the 

opportunity at many social events for transfer of 
knowledge, I feel confident we met our aim, 
however undoubtedly it was the Young Breeder 
Competition that added energy, fun and 
confidence that the Hereford breed will continue 
to prosper in the future. I loved the cross over 
that the conference had with the Young Breeder 
teams during the conference week and it was 
uplifting to see the comradery amongst them and 
the genuine fun and passion they instilled within 
immediate contact of any of them. Their 
incredible knowledge, professionalism and 
enthusiasm of the breed and farming was 
regularly commented on and I believe they all 
grabbed the opportunity they were given by their 
countries to make the most of the experience.

Field day at Earnscleugh station

Like everyone else shortly after the WHC we 
went into lockdown which was just prior to our 
National Sale. For the first time in many years, NZ 
was unable to hold a National Sale however we 
were in a fortunate position this year that we did 
not have bulls on a grazing unit. Studs with 
Autumn bull sales quickly changed their plans 
and moved their sales to either an online sale or 
a hybrid sale with limited purchasers present in 
line with the group restrictions at the time. Whilst 
covid marginally affected prices, it is believed that 
the drought and reduced demand from 
processors due to their enforced manning 
restrictions, had a greater effect for farmers 
across NZ. Most breeders were pleased to have 
clearance at their sales and were realistic that 
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this would not be the year of records being 
broken. Spring yearling bull sales were less 
effected with continued strong demand for 
yearling bulls with high calving ease, low birth 
weights and strong growth traits for finishers.

During lockdown Zoom became our new 
medium of communication and NZ council 
utilised their time to update the NZ Herefords 
strategic plan and have governance sessions. NZ 
Herefords, like UK, adopted a new brand and are 
further focusing on their hybrid vigour campaign, 
‘Hereford X’ which markets the benefits of using 
Hereford sires to the commercial beef and dairy 
farmers.

Whilst Hereford Prime has been hit hard by the 
high-end restaurant closures and the demise of 
the tourism industry, we are all extremely proud 
of the latest Beef + Lamb Genetics NZ Progeny 
Test carcass trait results. Beef Progeny Tests 
compares bulls under NZ commercial farming 
conditions, with the steers assessed on their 
finishing performance and carcass traits, while 
replacement heifers are tracked for their maternal 
characteristics. Limehills Streaker 150368 and 
Orari Gorge Station Patton 150051 along with 
Ardo Ajax 5014 are listed as three Hereford bulls 
ranking highly in IMF, EMA and rump fat 
compared to bulls from three other breeds, with 
Limehills Streaker ranked first for rump fat, rib fat 
and IMF, three traits which previously have been 
seen as dominant in another breed. 

Limehills Streaker

Recently we have been on the road with a team 
from registry and DNA to upskill our existing 
members and welcome our newer members. We 
realise we are in a fortunate position that we live 
in place where we have freedom to do this. We 
also have a herd tour planned for March, a Youth 
Development forum in April and a hybrid 
helmsman National Sale planned for May. Whilst 
no international trips or visitors are on the horizon 
we are hopeful that we will be able to view some 
great genetics in picturesque NZ scenery next 
year. 

Education Day

- Posy Moody
NZ Herefords General Manager
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Germany

The year 2020 was a remarkable one. It starts 
pretty normal in January with our national beef 
cattle show ‘Schwarz-Rot-Gold-Robust’ in Berlin 
during the consumer-Exhibition ‘Green Week’. In 
this show we had more than 300 beef-cattle from 
7 different-breeds. In the Hereford-Group we had 
36 entries with a strong Heifer-class.

The Hereford-group was judged by Mr. PJ Budler 
from Texas, who was impressed by the quality of 
the German Hereford-cattle, which were 
displayed.

In the bull-class the victory went to the Bull 
Hans-Oluf, owner Monika and Ulrich 
Spechtmeyer, Hans-Oluf is a son of the bull 
Vokslev Eik and now have been national 
champion for the second time after 2016.

In the cow-class the victory went to HKL Toni 
from Roland Klüber. This 5-year-old cow is a 
daughter out of the bull Gordon Roost 1 and the 
cow SHB Tante.

In the heifer-class the victory goes to HR Desiree 
from Thomas Wick. She is a daughter out of the 
bull Dutin and the cow HR Dona.

In February we had one beef-cattle auction. The 
Hereford-bulls averaged €2,400.

In March a group of 13 Hereford-Breeders from 
Germany start their once in lifetime-trip to attend 
the World-Hereford-Conference in New Zealand. 
The attendees enjoyed the farm-visits during the 
pre- and post-tours and as well the conference in 
Queenstown. It was a tremendous conference. 
Thanks to the New Zealand Hereford association 
and their breeders.

The last weekend in August we had our AGM 
combined with our breeder-meeting. Due to the 
regulation for the Corona-Virus it was not clear if 
take place. But at last, we get a green light from 
the national authorities. A group of 50 breeders 
met at the farm of Susanne and Jens Stüven 
close Cuxhaven in the north part of Lower 
Saxony. After a farm and herd-visit we traveled to 
the beach of the Northsea at Cuxhaven and had 
walk with guide on the wadden seaground. The 
next day we had our AGM. After the business-
section with reports and elections, the meeting 
was closed with a report over the World-
Hereford-conference from the chairman Monika 
Spechtmeyer.

The rest of year every show was cancelled due to 
the restriction for COVID-19, so we are looking 
forward to 2021 and hoping that we can go back 
to some normal.

Photo Credit - Mr. Schulte
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South Africa

Similar to the rest of the world, it has been a 
challenging year with the COVID-19 pandemic 
and many annual Hereford activities were unable 
to take place in South Africa. The year 2020 will 
always be remembered for the impact that the 
COVID-19 pandemic had on our lives and how it 
changed the way we will communicate and 
operate in the years to come. It certainly 
challenged us to adapt fast, think differently and 
become more innovative. 

Despite the challenges faced during 2020, the 
South African Hereford Council and its special 
advisors have been doing an immense job to 
ensure that the South African Hereford maintains 
a fine-grained scientific breeding approach and 
thereby stays at the forefront of applying new 
technology. A typical example is a large funded 
South African Genomic Program that the breed is 
participating in, despite the current limited animal 
numbers of our breed within this country. Being 
one of the main participating breeds, sizable 
progress has been made over the past few years 
for the establishment of reference populations for 
the South African Hereford breed and this will 
continue in the years to come. 

The % Hereford bulls sold as well as average 
prices in sales across South Africa in 2020 have 
remained similar to the previous two years, 
despite the difficult year where the economy in 

general suffered. A highlight was the new South 
African record price of R480 000-00 (R/$ ± 14.5) 
that was paid for the bull WDW17-83 (Locheim 
Babilon) from the Locheim Stud. In the Hereford 
Championship of the World competition hosted 
by Global Livestock Solutions, the same bull also 
received a Gold award in the Hereford Champion 
Bull of Asia/Africa regional category and Silver 
award in the Champion of the World category.

South African Hereford females are well-known 
for their fertility traits and rank number one 
amongst all beef breeds for their intercalving 
period. As far as the breed’s statistics at SA 
Studbook are concerned, the official average 
intercalving period of all Hereford cows over all 
calvings is 387 days. Currently, there are 41 
active Hereford breeders in South Africa, and 
6005 registered Hereford animals in total, of 
which 4170 are females and 1834 are males.

This year the triennial South African Hereford 
National Championships will take place in 
Bloemfontein on the 29th and 30th of April after it 
was postponed during 2020 due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  Mr PJ Budler from Global Livestock 
Solutions in the USA will be the judge at this 
prestigious event.    

Finally, we would like to extend our best wishes 
to fellow Hereford breeders across the world and 
may 2021 be more prosperous than 2020.
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Finland

Finnish Hereford Association 2020
The year 2020 was shadowed by COVID-19 in 
Finland as in the rest of the world. Because of 
strict regulations put in place in March by the 
Finnish government, the pandemic hasn’t 
reached such high and destructive numbers here 
as in many other countries. The pandemic has 
still left a mark in Finnish society, agriculture 
included. Most of the main events of the year, like 
agricultural shows and cattle auctions, were 
cancelled or moved online. Not only was this a 
loss in possible marketing and sales, but a 
missed opportunity to take a break from the 
often lonely work and meet other farmers and 
cattle owners. At the moment, when vaccinations 
have begun in Finland, we are optimistic about 
holding a Hereford show in July 2021 as a part of 
the bi-annual agricultural show Okra. Still, new 
COVID-19 variants might change the scene quite 
suddenly, but we will keep our fingers crossed 
and do our best to stop the pandemic from 
spreading.

Even with a worldwide pandemic shaking 
societies all around, the agricultural industry is 
still most affected by what it always is: weather. 
In Finland, cattle graze usually from May to 
October and winter silage is harvested two or 
three times per season. The summer of 2020 
was warmer than usual, and in some parts of the 
country there were heavy rains while others 
suffered from drought. For cattle farmers, this 
meant varying conditions for harvesting and 
grazing. Positively, in many farms the grazing 
season lasted longer than usual, and farmers 
have been able to secure enough silage for 
winter.

As the cattle shows were cancelled, Finnish 
breeders decided to find last year’s best animals 
by taking part in the Champion of the World 
online show. Of all the participants, the Finnish 
Champion Luoteen Pandora was also the 
second best female in Europe. Luoteen Pandora 
is owned by Marja and Vesa Luomajärvi. Male 
champion 2020 of Finland was Löytmurto 
Ambassador, from the owner Samu Ovaska. One 
of the four judges of the global competition was a 
long-time hereford breeding family from Finland, 
Hannele and Juha Moisander (Anttila Polled 
Hereford).

For the hereford breed in particular, 2020 was a 
quiet one in the sense of activities because there 
were hardly any events. Still, in addition to the 
usual farm work there is progress in many fronts. 

Climate change is a topic that is both globally 
and in Finland linked to the food industry. A lot of 
criticism and questions are raised about both 
land and water use and greenhouse gas 
emissions of agriculture and beef production in 
particular. A positive turn is that the discussion in 
Finland is getting broader and the importance of 
grazing for biodiversity, which is also under 
threat, is brought up more frequently. In Finland, 
the natural habitats along with plant and insect 
species most threatened by extinction are the 
ones situated in old farm land, and have 
developed over centuries in areas where there 
has been grazing. When grazing has decreased, 
these specific habitats and species accustomed 
to them are becoming rare. The importance of 
grazing is uplifting the status of all cattle farmers - 
even though not all farms have grazing cattle - 
and especially herefords, being excellent grazers, 
have a strong case in this debate.

An ongoing research on beef genotypes is run by 
the Finnish Nature Resource Centre Luke, 
partnered with Finnish food industry and cattle 
breeding organizations and the Nordic Cattle 
Genetic Evaluation organization NAV. The 
genotypes of dairy cattle have already been 
successfully mapped, and the current study aims 
to expand to beef breeds and includes all five 
major beef cattle breeds in Finland: hereford, 
angus, charolais, simmental and limousin. Beef 
cattle is gaining popularity over dairy cattle in 
Finland, and the population has been rising 
steadily over the last years. All in all, there were 
about 62.000 suckler cows in Finland in 2020, 
and hereford is the most popular breed. Even 
though there is more cattle, the trend is that 
farms are getting fewer but bigger: the number of 
beef production farms have gone from over 3000 
in 2015 to 2800 in 2019.

Even though hereford has always been a popular 
choice for its health and durability, there are 
unfortunately some genetic diseases we have to 
be wary of as breeders. Two quite recently found 
genetic diseases of hereford, MSUD and MD, 
came up in discussions in Finland in 2020. The 
way of organizing testing for these diseases is 
still a bit unclear, but the Finnish Hereford 
Association is working with local breeding 
organizations to get testing available for cattle 
breeders as soon as possible.  

A new study on the viability of Finnish beef cattle 
farms, a Master’s thesis done by Titta Jämsä 
from Atria (one of the largest food industry 
companies in Finland), was published. Jämsä 
studied the major beef breeds with statistics like 
first calving age of heifers, days between calving,
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calving percentage and calf mortality, and the 
average number of calves per cow over lifetime. 
She found that even though there are some 
differences between breeds, the most significant 
variance was found between individual farms. 
This means that management is a far more 
important factor in the viability of a farm than 
choosing a specific breed. The fact that Finnish 
farms are usually quite small might fade out the 

role of the breed. This having been said, hereford 
did quite well in the study overall and did not 
stand out in any negative way, but rather stood 
firm and steady in the middle ground as we all 
know it does. 

The Finnish Hereford Association wishes all fellow 
hereford breeders in Ireland good health for 
farmers and cattle alike for 2021! 
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Netherlands

Report Dutch Hereford Society
2020 the year all calves will have a name 
beginning with the letter D. The association still 
counts a relative stabil 130 members. Which is a 
good thing kept in mind that the legislation to 
keep cattle in the Netherlands is getting stricter 
and harder every year. The Dutch Hereford 
Society started the year 2020 with two new 
enthusiastic board members. With this new team 
the annual spring meeting, the general members 
meeting and autumn meeting were planned in a 
short time. It promised to be an exciting year with 
nice activities. Also 2020 was the year of a new 
studbook inspector, after years of service Adrie 
van Gent has an successor. Christiaan Heijink will 
inspect the Dutch herefords from now on with 
some help in the beginning from Adrie.

But then everything changed and de actual 
meetings in person could not take place due to 
COVID-19. The annual show could not proceed 
on the normal way. Therefore we organized a 
photo and video show. 88 herefords participated 
over 6 categories. Winners of each category 
were chosen 50% by jury and 50% bij member 
voting. The winners were as follows:

The video and photo show was a great success, 
a lot of members participated that normally don’t 
on the real physical show. For this year there are 

sadly no more activities planned. Hopefully next 
year will become a year where everything is 
normal again and the meetings can take place.  

Greetings,
The Dutch Hereford Society.

Category 1 female until 1 year: Horstinge Cristel Clare

Category 2 female 1 to 2 years: Stal Eemster Bo P

Category 3 female 2 years and older: Horstinge Jindera

Category 4 male until 1 year: Stal Eemster Baloe P

Category 5 male 1 to 2 years: Masto A Hendrik

Category 6  male 2 years and older: Nordbaek Norton 1141
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Hooves for Hospice

The Lions Clubs in the midlands have joined forces with the farming community, supportive organisations 
and many individuals in a fundraising project named ‘Hooves 4 Hospice’ with the potential to raise a 
sizeable sum of money for the much-needed Midland Hospice Building Fund.

The ‘Hooves 4 Hospice’ project involves recruiting a large number of farmers from across the midlands 
willing to rear an animal. The animals will be sold after 12 to 24 months and the entire proceeds of the 
sale will be donated to help fund the building of the hospice.

Helping the Hospice
Since the launch of the charity project in January 2020, Irish Hereford Prime are proud to be giving a 
helping hand. Hooves 4 Hospice is working diligently to help fund a level 3 hospice for the midlands area. 
Laois, Offaly, Longford and Westmeath are currently the only counties that do not benefit from palliative 
care from a dedicated hospice. The building of a hospice for the local community would be an invaluable 
asset, and an immeasurable comfort for the friends, families, and indeed for those availing of its services.
 
Irish Hereford Prime are delighted to have many of its members involved with the fundraising in many 
different ways. Don’t forget you too can help by:

1.       Donating a calf (or calves)

2.       Rearing a calf

3.       Donating AND rearing a calf/calves

4.       Simply donating to the charity

As part of the fundraising Irish Hereford Prime designed and printed a calendar using the shortlisted 
photo entries from the 2020 Hereford Photo competition which took place last August. All the proceeds 
from the sale of the calendars are being donated to the Hooves for Hospice fund. 

We at Irish Hereford Prime have been amazed and touched by the outpouring of warmth from our 
members, for which we are thankful. 

If you wish to get involved, you can contact Irish Hereford Prime or Hooves 4 Hospice for more 
information.

Hooves 4 Hospice 085 8775 477

H4H@midlandhospice.ie

WWW.H4H.midlandhospice.ie
 
Irish Hereford Prime 083 8168824

info@irishherefordprime.com
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Kildare farmer awarded Irish Hereford Prime 
Farmer of the Year

Richard Milligan who farms in partnership with his 
father Henry near Robertstown in county Kildare 
has been awarded the 2020 Irish Hereford Prime 
Farmer of the Year award. The Milligan’s farm 
approximately 24ha of grassland around the yard 
and a further 40ha nearly two miles away, some 
of which is in tillage.

Richard studied at Harper Adams Agricultural 
college in the UK and after graduation took up a 
number of farm manager jobs, predominantly on 
tillage farms giving Richard a strong broad range 
of experience to bring home to the family farm. 

Having played rugby in school and college 
Richard enjoys watching rugby whenever he can 
however, being a fulltime farmer with a young 
family he doesn’t have much free time.

With a long family history of farming in the area, 
Richard’s great grandmother and grandfather 
bought the farm in the 1930s, this farm makes 
up part of the land he farms today and Richard is 
hopeful the farm will continue to stay in the family 
for generations to come.

Like all beef farmers Richard finds the realities of 

farming tough and would love to see the negative 
publicity towards the beef sector shift and feels 
there is a need to inform and educate the public 
more regarding food and beef production in 
Ireland.

Richard appreciates the on-farm support he 
receives from Irish Hereford Prime and is fully 
supportive of the recent Hooves4Hospice 
campaign as it’s such an important worthwhile 
cause and the calendar produced to raise funds 
is a great way to showcase Hereford farmers. 

Richard is looking forward to spending some 
time with his young family over Christmas but like 
everyone will miss seeing extended family and 
friends.

The father and son team run two Hereford stock 
bulls with their 40 cows plus replacement heifers 
in a suckler to beef spring calving herd. They also 
have used Hereford AI on maiden heifers and 
selected cows to increase the ICBF Euro Star 
Values of their breeding stock in previous years. 
Currently, there are 10 Hereford cross heifers in 
calf to an easy calving Hereford bull in a hope of 
increasing cow numbers from within the herd.
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When asked “Why Hereford?”, Richard and his 
father Henry instantly reply that “the ease of 
handling and finishing of Hereford cattle 
combined with the ease of calving and the high 
level of calf vigour at birth are proving to be very 
positive for our farm”.

In addition to the suckler herd, a Hereford cross 
calf to beef system is also operated on the farm. 
The Milligans are careful to source these calves in 
batches at 3 weeks of age from local dairy 
farmers that they have established relationships 
with to help to reduce disease risk and stress.

The ease of finishing stock for slaughter at 
Kepak’s nearest plant in Clonee is very welcome 
on the Milligan farm. Hereford cross steers and 
heifers are mainly grass fed and only small levels 
of concentrates are given for 60 days pre-
slaughter. Heifers on the farm are finished 
between 18 and 24 months of age which is 
determined by weight and animal quality. Steers 
are finished from 20 months at grass with a 
portion that are not ready for finishing are housed 
and fed high quality silage. These animals are a 
priority for early turnout to avail of the high-quality 
spring grass, to aim for a late Spring or early 
Summer finish.

Housing for the winter period sees the cows 
eating silage while on slats with access to a 
straw bedded lie back area. Other dry-stock on 
the farm are housed on a straw bed which 
Richard feels is good for both animal health, 
welfare and performance. The Milligans also have 
winter forage crops (Forage Rape or Redstart) to 
out-winter weanlings as Richard feels this allows 
his cattle to really push on when they get to 
grass in early Spring. These winter crops help 
reduce straw, silage and purchased concentrate 
requirements.

The Milligans’ grades and young slaughter age is 
achieved by good grassland management which 
is key to maintaining animal performance on the 
farm. Even at relatively young ages many of their 
Hereford cross cattle are grading R- or better. All 
qualifying heifers and steers receive an Irish 
Hereford Prime bonus payment. These factory 
returns are impressively consistent and highlight 
the Milligans’ theory about why a Hereford bull 
has such a strong role to play on suckler farms in 
Ireland.

The Hereford animals’ ability to thrive well on a 
grass-based system is a major benefit for this 
family farming system. To facilitate the control of 
grassland, Richard and Henry have been using a 
multiple paddock system with cattle grazed in 

larger groups to allow fresh grass to be grazed 
out quicker. Cattle are given access to new grass 
every 24 hrs. which leads to higher average daily 
live weight gains. Grass is considered the most 
important feed on the farm, with emphasis on 
presenting the best quality grass to all stock for 
the longest grazing season that weather will 
allow. Management of grass is based on regular 
grass walks where grass is measured and 
recorded on Pasturebase Ireland for support in 
decision making. This helps with a more targeted 
approach with applications of Nitrogen. This has 
delivered significant improvement in the quality 
and the utilisation of grass as a resource.

Irish Hereford Prime is delighted to present the 
award for 2020 Farmer of the Year to Richard 
and Henry Milligan. Irish Hereford Prime is a beef 
producer group with over 5,000 members 
throughout Ireland. Certifying Irish Hereford Prime 
beef for over 100 customers in 13 different 
countries, the award-winning beef brand has 
seen double digit growth for the last number of 
years and is continuing to look for new markets 
in both Ireland, Europe and the wider world. To 
join us in this ever increasing success story visit 
www.irishherefordprime.com for further 
information.
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Hereford AI bull trials with 
Dairy Cows

The high genetic merit Hereford stock bull trial of 
dairy cross calves undertaken by Irish Hereford 
Prime in 2019 was followed in quick succession 
by a further pilot project. The four Hereford sires 
named below were used in the 2019 breeding 
season:
HE5019 - Battalion Undertaker M023 ET 
HE4654 - Karoonda Sampson
HE4602 - Knockmountagh Homer 2
HE4605 - Gageboro Rover

The resultant 125 HEX progeny from these above 
sires in Spring 2020 were genotyped and placed 
on six Irish Hereford Prime members’ beef farms. 
The four dairy farms that took part in the project 
recorded all necessary data. Farmers were 
required to record the following: AI service date, 
calving date, birth weight, dairy cow calving 
difficulty, calf size and calf vigour. The reliability of 
the indexes for dairy cow calving difficulty and 
gestation length on the ICBF database for each 
of the bulls has increased significantly following 
the project. These animals are being monitored 
and weight recorded and all associated data will 
be provided to ICBF right up to and including 
slaughter.  

The recording of data at birth for the progeny of 
HE5019 resulted in:

 • A reduction in dairy cow calving difficulty from 
5.6% to 5.2% and an increase in the 
reliability from 39% to 55%. 

 • A decrease in gestation length from +1.1 
days to +0.1days and an increase in the 
reliability from 30% to 71%.

The recording of data at birth for the progeny of 
HE4654 resulted in:

 • The dairy cow calving difficulty remaining 
unchanged at 4.4% and an increase in the 
reliability from 37% to 56%. 

 • A decrease in gestation length from +1.3days 
to +0.9days and an increase in the reliability 
from 56% to 77%.

These results show how the reliability of indexes 
can be improved with a relatively small number of 
progeny recorded correctly. 

The trial work in the breeding season of 2020 
continued with the sires below. Progeny are 
expected to be born in Spring 2021. 

AI bulls used:
 • HE4648 - Battalion Frontier M015
 • HE4650 - Kaludah Jolly L267
 • HE4658 - Kaludah Powerhouse L478



Irish Hereford Yearbook 2021

201

Hereford Bull Programme 
with Dovea Genetics

Due to the considerable expansion in dairy cow 
numbers in Ireland in recent years. Irish Hereford 
Prime and the Irish Hereford Breed Society 
recognises the potential increase in demand for 
easy calving, short gestation Hereford bulls. We 
are confident in the Hereford breed’s ability to 
deliver superior beef merit, a fact borne out in 
ICBF slaughter statistics and in their weekly price 
statistics of calves sold in marts throughout the 
country.

Easy calving and short gestation are traits critical 
to the dairy farmer who chooses to use a beef 
sire on his dairy cows. Those who purchase 
Hereford cross calves to rear and finish place 
significant importance on growth rate and 
carcass conformation, which in turn helps to 
supply Irish Hereford Prime with the early 
maturing and sustainable beef animals that 
customers now require. As Hereford breeders, 
we aim to position ourselves to better supply 
exactly what the market needs.

The Irish Hereford Breed Society and Irish 
Herford Prime are investing in a multi-pronged 
breed improvement initiative aimed at identifying 
and promoting increased usage of Hereford 
genetics which we believe are most suited to the 
dairy beef market. To increase the availability of 
quality easy calving, short gestation Hereford 

bulls, the Irish Hereford Breed Society and Irish 
Hereford Prime in association with Dovea 
Genetics are co- purchasing suitable bulls. These 
sires will be progeny tested on dairy cows before 
qualifying for widespread use in the commercial 
herd and also for use within the pedigree herd. 
The Irish Hereford Breed Society together with 
Irish Hereford Prime, ICBF and Dovea Genetics 
short-listed a number of young bulls that were 
potentially of interest to the programme. 

The final decision on a bull’s suitability for this 
programme is made following visual inspection, 
updated breeding values incorporating 
genomics, conformation of disease status in line 
with the requirements for AI, and a successful 
semen test.



Market Rollout of the 
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Large proportion of shoppers say 
seeing Grass-Fed Verified would 
make them more likely to buy beef.

48%

48%

57%

58%

68%

Beef shoppers who 
say label would 
make them more 
likely to buy beef.

Bord Bia, the Irish Food Board, last year launched 
the Grass Fed Standard for Beef, the world’s first 
on a national scale, that allows it to track and 
verify the percentage of grass consumed in the 
diet of Irish beef herds.



Irish Beef farmers, processors and customers will 
now be able to provide verifiable proof, in the 
form of a Grass Fed Standard that qualifying beef 
from Ireland comes from grass fed cattle. 

Grass fed has always been Ireland’s production 
system with lush green fields, clean air and 
plentiful rain creating the perfect environment for 
beef farming, which converts grass into a 
nutrient-rich, natural and premium quality 
product. The Hereford breed has always been 
known for its ability to convert grass into beef 
naturally. The Grass Fed Standard for Beef is a 
very positive development for breeds that thrive 
well on a grass based diet.

In Bord Bia commissioned research, half of 
consumers globally¹ said that “grass fed” would 
influence their choice of beef as they believe that 
grass fed cattle lead more ‘natural’ lives outdoors 
and are more likely to be treated ethically. 64% 
said they would pay more for it. Research also 
points to a strong demand among buyers in 
overseas markets and processors who are 
increasingly turning to grass fed as a means of 
competitive differentiation.

Almost half of consumers globally² associate 
Ireland with grass fed, so we have developed 
this standard in direct response to the growing 
international consumer and customer demand 
for premium, healthy and naturally produced 
products. The Grass Fed Standard, and its 
associated logo, will allow customers using 
qualifying Irish beef to differentiate their 
product to consumers who are increasingly 
seeking greater clarity on the provenance of 
food, as well as the desire to purchase naturally 
tasty beef from sustainable, grass fed farming 
systems.

Bord Bia’s Beef Shopper Insight survey, carried 
out in December 2020, identified a large 
proportion of shoppers who said that the Grass-
Fed Verified logo would make them more likely to 
buy beef. The strongest purchase intent was in 
Britain with 68% of consumers saying the 
“Verified Grass Fed” Label  would make them 
buy beef. This was followed by Germany at 58%, 
France at 57%, followed by Sweden and the 
Netherlands at 48%.

The Bord Bia Grass Fed Standard is a processor 
scheme which sets out the grass fed rules that 
must be met on each farm where cattle resided. 
For herds to qualify for the Grass Fed Standard, 

grass must constitute at least 90% of feed intake 
throughout each animal’s lifetime, on a fresh 
weight basis. This figure is achieved through the 
use of a Teagasc developed Grass Fed Model 
which assesses the grass fed status of beef 
cattle in conformance with the Grass Fed 
Standard. Cattle must also have grazed for more 
than 220 days per year (with a 40 day tolerance 
allowing for weather conditions, soil type and 
environmental conditions which impede grazing 
outdoors). The Grass Fed model uses data 
collected during the ISO-accredited Sustainable 
Beef and Lamb Assurance Scheme (SBLAS) on-
farm audits to determine the grass fed status of 
each participating herd.

“The Grass Fed standard is a strict yet 
transparent verification process, based on a 
robust, nationally verified Assurance Scheme 
which now enables us to verify credentials that 
can set Ireland apart from all competitors in the 
grass fed sphere. 

The Grass Fed Standard is underpinned by 
SBLAS and highlights the commitment of Irish 
farmers to maximising the efficiencies of our 
grass based production system. Irish farmers’ 
commitment to SBLAS is what enables us to 
complete the assessment for this new scientific 
model, and that is ultimately a commitment to 
upholding the highest standards in farming 
production.”

Over recent months, Bord Bia has launched Irish 
Grass Fed Beef to trade and consumer 
audiences across our priority markets. This 
includes advertorials and press coverage in trade 
publications in the Netherlands, Germany and 
Italy. Consumers have been introduced to verified 
Grass Fed Irish beef with in-store and online 
promotions as well as advertising on buses, 
trams and outdoor sites in the Italian cities of 
Rome, Milan and Turin and for the first time ever 
in a TV Ad campaign in the UK during the 
months of October and November 2020. This will 
be built upon on 2021 with trade and consumer 
promotions in order to further strengthen the 
premium perception of Irish beef. Ireland has 
always had a strong reputation for grass fed beef 
and over the years Irish grass-fed beef has 
established itself as the beef of choice with many 
high end and Michelin star chefs and our Verified 
Irish Grass Fed Standard will help maintain and 
grow this position in an increasingly competitive 
marketplace.   

¹54% of consumers globally, source: Bord Bia/Ernst and Young Research 2018
²47% of consumers globally, source: Bord Bia/Ernst and Young Research 2018



FIRE Steakhouse & Bar 
awarded “Luxury 
Steakhouse - Global 
Winner” at the World 
Luxury Restaurant Awards 
2020.
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FIRE Steakhouse & Bar on Dawson Street is 
Dublin's most historic restaurant, originally built in 
1864 as the dining room of the Lord Mayor. The 
'Best Global Steakhouse 2020' award serves as 
recognition of sustained commitment to service 
excellence and outstanding achievements in the 
International Luxury Restaurant Industry. Fire 
Steakhouse and Bar Culinary Director chef Richie 
Wilson said that he was “so very proud to be part 
of the team who have truly earned the 
recognition that this award gives. Winning this 
award with FIRE is just incredible and is due in no 
small part to serving Irish Hereford Prime as the 
beef of choice.”

Richie Wilson continues; “The awards are a 
testament and acknowledgement of our team's 
enormous dedication to Irish provenance, in both 
our food and our welcome. This has brought us 
to the world stage, delivering the ultimate steak 
experience in the heart of Dublin. The award is 
appreciated all the more in the current uncertain 
climate, giving us an incredible boost for 2020 
and renewed energy for 2021. I just can't wait for 
us to open our doors once again and share with 
all our guests the experience that has given us 
this amazing award.”

FIRE Steakhouse & Bar was also meant to be 
marking a major milestone in 2020 as it marked 
15 years since first opening in 2005, no mean 
feat in the cutthroat world of hospitality. This 
major win has given the management team the 
morale boost it needed as due to the pandemic, 
the 15th anniversary celebrations had to be put 
on hold. At the start of 2020, FIRE Steakhouse 
underwent a refurbishment. Management spent 
over one million euro on a fresh fit-out, a sleek 
new look, plush interiors and the rejuvenation of 
menus and the outdoor terrace. FIRE 
Steakhouse was due to celebrate this new 
facelift with a grand unveiling, but with 
restrictions, plans were hampered. 

THE WORLD LUXURY RESTAURANT AWARDS
Established in 2015, the World Luxury 
Restaurant Awards are considered the most 
prestigious in the luxury restaurant industry, 
offering international recognition to winners. In 
2020, there were entries from 61 different 
countries worldwide and 365 restaurants in total 
entered. The restaurants were shortlisted on a 
voting basis with guests, travellers and industry 
players casting over 100,000 votes over a four-
week period to select the winners. The focus of 
the awards was on those that showed true 
determination during a year never experienced in 
the hospitality industry before.

World Luxury Awards Marketing Director Michael 
Hunter-Smith congratulated the winners and said 
that “it speaks volumes to your dedication and 
commitment to our industry in this challenging 
year. True luxury is not easily attained. It takes 
highly efficient and dedicated staff, who are 
willing to go the extra mile and stop at nothing to 
ensure that every guest feels cared for and no 
challenge goes unresolved. This is the definition 
of luxury; it is what makes the winners shine.” 
The awards are considered highly prestigious 
within the international hospitality industry. ESCA 
restaurant in Cairo won “Global Luxury 
Restaurant of the Year 2020”. The 2020 award 
ceremony was due to take place in Bali but due 
to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic was held 
virtually.

FIRE Steakhouse & bar has always been a 
spectacular space to dine in, a room which was 
purposely build for dining. Still serving its original 
purpose, features of the stunning dining 
establishment include high ceilings, a terrace 
overlooking the well-groomed garden and 
fountain and stained-glass windows. After 
undergoing an interior rejuvenation in January of 
2020, the menu, which was given a fresh 
overhaul, will definitely excite meat lovers as well 
as catering to vegetarians, and seafood fans. 

Book online at www.FIREsteakhouse.ie
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Thrive dairy calf to beef 
programme

By Declan Marren, IFJ Beef Specialist

The Thrive dairy calf to beef programme was 
established by the Irish Farmers Journal in 
association with key industry stakeholders with 
one clear objective, to increase the profitability of 
dairy beef systems through the use of the best 
available genetics combined with a high level of 
technical efficiency. 

A pilot phase of the project was established in 
2018, with the purchase of 102 calves for the 
Irish Farmers Journal Thrive demonstration farm 
located on the farm of John Hally in Cashel Co. 
Tipperary. With the support of Bord Bia, ICBF, 
Aurivo, Kerry Agri, Munster AI, Progressive 
genetics and Dovea genetics the programme 
was officially launched in 2019.

As well as the demonstration farm, eight 
programme farms across the country have also 
been rearing calves and bringing them through to 

beef since 2019 with more farms set to join the 
programme in spring-2021. 

All calves in the project are AI sired, from known 
dairy herds. Each year, suitable AI sires are 
identified prior to the breeding season using the 
ICBF’s dairy beef index (DBI). Sires must meet 
certain criteria including a value of beef of greater 
than €50, as well as a positive carcase weight 
figure. 

Demonstration farm
The Irish Farmers Journal Thrive demonstration 
farm operates a 19-month production system 
that sees as many cattle slaughtered off grass at 
the end of the second grazing season as 
possible. The reason for operating this system is 
that when we do the figures on returning cattle to 
the shed for an indoor finishing period, we 
struggle to cover the associated costs with doing 
so.
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The 19-month system also allows the farm to 
make best use of the available winter 
accommodation, meaning more weanlings can 
be wintered and carried on farm versus in a 24-
month system where shed space would be 
required for finishing cattle throughout the winter 
months.

Each year 140 calves are reared on the farm. 
These include a mixture of Hereford, Angus, 
Belgian Blue and Limousin bull and heifer calves 
with the addition of Aubrac sired calves in 2020. 

Meal feeding at grass
The system sees calves arriving on farm from 
early-March, with the majority of rearing taking 
place indoors. In 2020, meal feeding continued 
to calves post turnout until mid-June when the 
heaviest calves were fed grass only (GO) while 
the lightest 47 calves continued to receive 1kg 
meal/day at pasture (G+1kg). At this point the
G+1kg group of calves weighed 104kg while the 
GO group weighed 122kg on average. This 
feeding period lasted 77 days and meant the 
G+1kg group incurred an additional €21/head of 
meal compared to the GO group. 

Concentrate was then reintroduced at a level of 
1kg/head/day to all calves from 1 September as 
grazing quality and conditions deteriorated. 

Calves were weighed again at this point, with the 
GO calves now weighing 183kg while the G+1kg 
group were 176kg. This represented an average 
daily liveweight gain of 1.02kg/day versus 
0.70kg/day for G+1kg and GO groups 
respectively.

However, from the point of meal reintroduction to 
housing, the GO group out-performed the G+1kg 
group meaning at housing GO weighed 259kg 
and G+1kg weighed 251kg. Cattle will be 
weighed once again prior to turnout for the 2021 
season and we will determine if feeding meal 
throughout the first grazing season was 
worthwhile.

Already, the benefit of it can be seen in terms of 
group weights being tighter than in previous 
years as it brought up the bottom third of calves 
closer to the mean liveweight. This should help 
increase the proportion slaughtered off grass in 
autumn 2021.

Slaughter performance of 2019-born stock
The 2019-born stock were slaughtered from 
September 2020 through until early-January 
2021. Similar to 2020, the farm was able to 
slaughter a greater proportion of heifers (63%) off 
grass compared to steers (32%) at the end of the 
grazing season. 

Within this, an 80% drafting rate was achieved 
for both Hereford and Angus heifers, 60% of 
Limousin and 0% of Belgian Blue heifers were 
slaughtered off grass.

Looking at the bullocks, 64% of Hereford, 31% 
of Angus, 23% of Limousin and 0% of Belgian 
Blues were drafted for slaughter from grass. 
The target for the heifers is to achieve an average 
carcase weight of 275kg at 19 months while a 
target of 300kg at the same age has been set for 
the bullocks. For the 2019-born cattle, the heifers 
averaged 280kg at an average slaughter age of 
19.7 months while the bullocks achieved an 
average carcase weight of 321kg at 20.3 months 
of age.

Follow the progress of the Thrive programme 
with weekly updates every Wednesday and 
Saturday on www.farmersjournal.ie as well as 
regular articles in print in the Irish Farmers 
Journal.  
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Traditional dairy calf to 
beef research at UCD
By Fionnuala Godwin-PhD student

In spring 2019, a traditional dairy calf to beef 
integrated research farm system was established 
at UCD Lyons farm. This study is part of the 
SMARTSWARD project, which is a 
multidisciplinary transnational research project 
funded by the Department of Agriculture Food 
and the Marine and commercial industry tasked 
with the development of innovative, sustainable 
long term management strategies of grassland 
production systems.

Within all grassland swards, potential exists to 
sequester carbon from the atmosphere through 
storage in below ground biomass. Multi-species 
grassland swards as opposed to perennial 
ryegrass-based swards represent a possible 
opportunity to enhance the sustainability of beef 
production through improved more consistent 
pasture production, increased utilization, 
increased nutritive value and ultimately better 
animal performance. These swards allow a 
reduction in fertiliser nitrogen inputs and 
potentially the associated environmental footprint 
of beef farming, however this requires further 
clarification. The objective of the beef system 
study is to investigate the effect of sward type on 
the biological, health, GHG emissions and 
economic performance of a dairy calf to beef 
production system.

Calf to Beef Farm System 
Three sward types a (i) perennial ryegrass sward, 
(ii) perennial ryegrass and white clover sward and 
(iii) multispecies sward (two grasses (perennial 
ryegrass and timothy), two legumes (white and 
red clover and two herbs (ribwort plantain and 
chicory) are being investigated as part of a fully 
integrated 23-month-old traditional steer based 
farm production system. Hereford (sired) X 
Holstein Friesian steers were sourced from high 
health status dairy farms partaking in Gene 
Ireland Dairy Beef improvement program. The 
Hereford breed was chosen as it is a widely used 
sire within dairy herds nationally and it achieves a 
commercially acceptable level of carcass fatness, 
at a young age and is suitable for systems of 
production which are grass based, producing 
saleable carcasses at suitable slaughter weights. 

Upon arrival calves are blocked based on age, 
live weight and generic merit for all other traits 
within the Dairy Beef index and randomly 
assigned to each of the three farm production 
systems. Each sward type is managed as a 
separate farmlet (8 hectares) and stocked with 
steers (n=20) and calves (n=20) at a stocking rate 
of 2.5 LU/ha. A leader follower system is being 
implemented with the calves (leaders) (0-1yr old) 
grazing ahead of the followers (steers) (1-2yr old). 
The pre-grazing herbage mass offered ranges 
between 1200-1800kg DM/ha in all sward types. 
The target post-grazing height is 4cm for 
perennial ryegrass and perennial ryegrass white 
clover swards and 6cm for the multispecies 
sward.  

During the indoor finishing phase, steers are fed 
conserved silage (ad lib) harvested from their 
respective farmlets plus 5kg fresh weight of a 
natively produced finishing ration. Target 
liveweight at slaughter is 620kg (under 24 
months) and a target carcass weight of 310kg, 
with conformation and fat scores of ‘O+’ and 
‘3=’ respectively. Farmlets are operated at a high 
level of technically efficiency to achieve a target 
output per hectare of 1500 kg live weight, 
equating to 750-800 kg of beef carcass. One full 
year of this production system has been 
completed and preliminary findings indicate a 
production advantages in favour of diverse 
swards in a dairy calf to beef system. 

Additionally, a detailed suite of meat analysis 
profiles will complement the production studies. 
This analysis will be conducted within the UCD 
Institute of Food and Heath to characterise the 
human health benefits and nutritional 
composition/meat quality attributes of the beef. 
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Calves grazing a perennial ryegrass and white clover sward

Steer grazing a multispecies sward 

Steers at slaughter weight (over 600kg)

Steer at slaughter weight (over 600kg)








